
10 New Features in PowerPoint 2007 

Creating impressive slideshow presentations just got easier with Microsoftôs latest version of 

PowerPoint. With a new interface, new templates, and new artwork and formatting options, 

PowerPoint 2007 makes it a no-brainer for you to give your presentations a polished, 

professional look and convey information in ways that grab and keep your audienceôs attention. 

Letôs take a look at some of the key enhancements and new ways of doing things in the new 

PowerPoint. 

#1: The Ribbon interface 

The new user interface thatôs common to the main Office 2007 programs has gotten all the 

attention. It takes some getting used to, but many users whoôve given it a chance find it to be 

more intuitive and quicker to use than the old menu system. 

The Ribbon uses tabs to group commands and features in logical, task-oriented categories. In 

PowerPoint 2007, in addition to the familiar Home, Insert, Review, View, and Add-ins tabs, 

which are common to other Office programs, youôll find tabs labeled Design, Animations, and 

Slideshow that are dedicated to those presentation elements, as shown in Figure A, Figure B, 

and Figure C. 

 

Figure A: The Design tab allows you to choose page setup, themes and background. 

 

Figure B: The Animations tab makes it easy to create animations and slide transitions. 

 

Figure C: The Slide Show tab is used to set up and play the show and control monitor settings. 

 

 



#2: The Quick Style gallery 

The new Quick Style gallery, with new themes, helps you to put together professional-looking 

presentations much more quickly because you donôt have to select colors and style options 

individually. Now you can be sure that your graphics elements, tables and charts all match. 

When you apply a new style or theme, all of these elements change so that they go together and 

use the same color set. 

You can choose from many built-in color schemes, as shown in Figure D, or you can create your 

own custom themes. 

 

Figure D: You can select from built-in color themes or create your own. 

 

 



When creating a new custom theme, you can set colors for various components, as shown in 

Figure E. 

 

Figure E: You can set colors for many elements when you create a custom theme. 

The Quick Styles gallery changes to coordinate with whatever theme youôve selected, too. That 

means that elements such as SmartArt graphics will be automatically color coordinated with the 

rest of the elements in the presentation. 

#3: SmartArt  

With PowerPoint 2003, you can insert WordArt or AutoShapes, but PowerPoint 2007 adds the 

concept of SmartArt. SmartArt graphics are visual representations of information and ideas that 

are color coordinated and preconstructed for common purposes, such as listing a number of 

components or subjects, showing hierarchical relationships, illustrating the steps of a process or 

procedure, creating a matrix, and so forth. 



SmartArt graphics are easily added from the Insert tab, and as Figure F shows, you have dozens 

of graphics to pick from. 

 

Figure F: SmartArt graphics help you dress up a presentation quickly and easily. 

When youôve inserted a SmartArt graphic, the Design tab opens and changes to provide options 

for editing the graphic youôve selected. You can change colors or apply a 3D effect to the 

graphic by selecting from SmartArt Styles in a drop-down list, as shown in Figure G. 

 

Figure G: SmartArt graphics can be edited to change colors or apply 3D effects. 

#4: Better tables and charts 

Tables and charts are important elements of many slide presentations, and PowerPoint 2007 

makes it easier to create and edit them. Itôs simpler to cut and paste information from Excel 

spreadsheets, and adding a table or chart to a slide is a point-and-click operation thatôs done from 

the Insert tab. 

There are also many more built-in chart styles, as shown in Figure H, and theyôre easier to select 

and work with. 


