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International Education Week 

  Last May, another 

group of students from 

the first year seminar on 

Mexico travelled to the 

Yucatan Peninsula to 

experience firsthand 

what they had been 

studying in the class-

room. Twenty-three par-

ticipants spent fifteen 

days in the tropical heat 

of the Yucatan Peninsula 

speaking Spanish and 

participating in a variety 

of activities and class 

trips. Participants visited 

the capital city of Mérida 

where they visited vari-

ous museums, tried new 

types of foods and ad-

justed to life in Mexico. 

They then left the capital 

and explored numerous 

other parts of the north-

ern Yucatan. They ex-

plored the world famous 

Mayan archeological 

sites of Uxmal, Chichén 

Itzá, and Ek-Balam and 

also explored, smaller, 

less commonly visited 

sites including Kabah, 

Sayil and Oxkintok. Stu-

dents also spent time 

fishing with local fisher-

men in the Gulf of Mex-

ico. Inland, the partici-

pants explored part of a 

vast cave system, experi-

enced bullfighting first-

hand and rappelled into 

an underground cistern 

known as a cenote to 

swim. 

 

Two of the participants 

offered the following 

reactions: 

 

  The part of the trip that 

I enjoyed most was the 

bull ranch. We got to 

play soccer in the bull 

ranch while bulls were 

around us. We also got 

to fight a bull, which was 

totally unexpected. I 

thought experience was 

needed in order to do 

that, but apparently it 

was not. The whole trip 

was amazing.   

    Anthony Maglietta 

 

I would like to express 

how much the trip to 

Mexico affected my life 

but I am afraid that my 

words will be inade-

quate. It is safe to say 

that those two weeks 

were the most enlighten-

ing two weeks of my life. 

To be fully immersed into 

another culture with a 

foreign language, you 

have no choice but to 

learn their language and 

DEPARTMENT NEWS 

A Third Trip to Mexico for TCNJ Students  

  International Education 

Week was held for the 

first time at  TCNJ from 

November 12-16.  The 

week aimed to celebrate 

international programs 

and activities supported 

by TCNJ and engage a 

broad spectrum of the 

campus in considering 

how The College could 

increase its internation-

alization efforts.   

  Events included inter-

national film screenings, 

a student panel on  study 

abroad experiences from 

TCNJ students and inter-

national students study-

ing at TCNJ, and an in-

ternational banquet with 

performances from stu-

dent clubs.   

  The week was spon-

sored by Modern Lan-

guages, the International 

Education Planning 

Council and the Office of 

International & Off-

Campus Programs. The 

2007 TCNJ International 

Education Week was 

hosted by the Office of the 

Provost.     

  International Education 

Week was begun in 2000 

through a joint initiative 

U.S. Department of State 

and the U.S. Department of 

Education as part of an 

effort to promote programs 

that prepare Americans for 

a global environment and 

attract future leaders from 

abroad to study, learn, and 

exchange experiences in 

the United States.  

 culture while you are 

there. I think I  learned 

more Spanish and devel-

oped my speaking ability 

more than I have in any 

other class. Being forced 

to use the language as a 

sole means of communica-

tion, we learned quickly 

and we learned well. The 

fact that we were given so 

much responsibility and 

had much expected of us 

taught us to become more 

responsible adults. The 

lack of restrictions also 

allowed us to envelop 

ourselves in the culture of 

the Yucatan Peninsula. I 

can safely say that those 

were the two best weeks of 

my life.     

  Arman Yalcin 



  Most students on campus are told 

by advisors and fellow students 

that studying abroad is one of the 

most valuable experiences a stu-

dent can take from college. The 

memories will last forever, and you 

have the opportunity to see another 

country, learn about another cul-

ture, and actually end up learning a 

lot about yourself in the end. 

TCNJôs Summer in Madrid pro-

gram is one of these valuable ex-

periences. It is the perfect option 

for a student who is hesitant to 

study abroad for a whole semester, 

since it is for five weeks- short 

enough to not get too homesick, 

and long enough to truly get a taste 

of another culture. It can also be 

thought of as an amazing summer 

vacation where you can earn cred-

its for a class at the same time. As 

a Spanish major, the program was 

incomparable because it allowed 

me to practice speaking Spanish, 

meet people, and see many of the 

unforgettable places Spain has to of-

fer. For any student, though, the trip is 

worthwhile, and hereôs why. 

  The program allows students to com-

plete a 4-credit course in five weeks, 

to view many of the key sites in Span-

ish history and culture, and to live in 

Madrid, one of the most modern cities 

in all of Europe. The tours include 

visits to museums such as El Prado to 

see ñLas Meninasò by Velazquez, and 

Reina Sofia, where we saw Picassoôs 

famous ñGuernica.ò We also visited 

the surrounding cities of Madrid- 

Toledo, Segovia and Avila. We visited 

ñThe Valley of the Fallenò as well, a 

memorial to all of the soldiers in the 

Spanish Civil War, where Franco lies. 

  Personally, the trip to Madrid was an 

eye-opening experience. Even for peo-

ple who have little traveling experi-

ence or who have been to various 

places throughout the world, Spain has 

so much to offer to a traveler because 

there is so much diversity and history 

in a relatively small country. Every 

town in Spain is packed with culture and 

history, since most are centuries old. For 

this reason, the architecture, artwork, and 

people of the country possess a distinct 

quality that goes beyond a European coun-

try. Each place visited has a different story 

to tell and another history to be unfolded. I 

enjoyed the mix of the highly modern fea-

tures of Madrid, similar to New York with 

tall buildings, fresh architecture, and the 

surprisingly clean metro system, which 

was incorporated with the older buildings 

and statues still existing in the city. 

  If you are interested in improving your 

Spanish, need to take a summer course, 

want to meet some new friends, or are just 

looking to travel to somewhere new, the 

trip to Madrid is a must-do. What each 

person takes from the trip is different, as 

everyoneôs experiences in a foreign coun-

try will always differ. No matter what, you 

will come away from the trip having 

learned a lot and with memories that last a 

lifetime. 
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TCNJ Summer in Madrid ï ¡Inolvidable!   by Ashley Gilman 

Sigma Delta Pi activities By Tulia Jimenez-Vergara 

 The following students (pictured below) were inducted into the Spanish Honor Society Sigma Delta Pi this semester: Yaima 

Aimee Centeno, Eunice Cuyos, Ashley R Gilman, Allisson Hasman, Ericka M. Hoyos, Nicole L. Pfeiffer, Alexandra Saites, 

Le Anne Spino, Blake Winokur, Kara M. Wyks. 

Sigma Delta Pi also sponsored, with 

The Departments of Modern Lan-

guages and Womenôs and Gender 

Studies a screening of Pedro Almo-

dovarôs Volver on November 7th.  

Guest faculty included Dr. Debra 

Compte, Dr. Alvin J. Figueroa, Dr. 

Marimar Huguet-Jerez and Dr. John 

Landreau.  


