


Introduction to Cultural Anthropology


ANTH 110

Tuesdays and Fridays 11:00-12:20

Dr. Rachel H. Adler 

Office:  SB 339

Office Hours

Note:  To contact me you may call my office and leave a message 771- 2626.  You may also send me an e-mail at radler@tcnj.edu   If it is urgent, call me at home 609-434-0843.  Please do not hang up on my answering machine.  Leave a message and I will call you back.

Required Texts:


Essentials of Cultural Anthropology by Garrick Bailey and James Peoples

First Fieldwork by Barbara Anderson

The Dobe Ju/’hoansi by Richard Lee

Shadowed Lives by Leo Chavez

Victims of Progress by John Bodley

Description:   A survey of the major concepts of social-cultural anthropology.  Cross-cultural comparison will be a central concern of the course, as will the process of cultural change.

Purpose:  This course is a basic introduction to social-cultural anthropology.  The goal is to expose students to the fundamentals of the discipline.  It shall provide students with the tools necessary for success in upper division courses in anthropology and sociology.  

Prerequisites:  None

Learning Goals:  Upon successful completion of this course the student should be able to:

1.  Define and apply the major concepts of social-cultural anthropology, including: culture, language,  classical anthropological theory (unilineal evolutionism, historical particularism, functionalism), contemporary anthropological theory (political economy, interpretivism, cultural ecology, structuralism), kinship, comparative religion, comparative political and economic systems, subsistence, social organization, urban anthropology, ethnicity, development theory, culture change, applied anthropology, globalization and ethnographic methods.

2.  Reason from the anthropological perspective.  Students will achieve competency in understanding the insider’s perspective and resisting ethnocentrism.


3.  Analyze and critique a foreign feature film.

4.   Conduct participant observation, apply anthropological concepts to the data, and write up the results.


5.  Contextualize his or her own society and culture within a global framework.          

6.  Investigate examples of culture change among a non-Western society and present the results to the class.

Note:  The professor has the right to add, delete or revise any segment of this course or syllabus.

Student Assessment:  

1.  Exams:  (320 points) There will be two exams worth 100 points each and a final exam worth 120 points.  Exams will include multiple choice items and short essays, all of which will measure your ability to apply your knowledge of anthropology.  This means that memorizing definitions and examples is necessary but not sufficient for success on exams.  In order to do well you must master the course material.  This requires active reading, listening, class participation, studying individually and, ideally, with others in a study group.  

 Make-up exams will only be given if students have a legitimate excuse, and if students receive verbal permission from the professor before the exam is given. (Legitimacy of excuses will be determined by the professor and will only include such things as death in the family and serious illness verified by a doctor’s note.)  DO NOT MISS EXAMS.

Although it is not common, sometimes it is necessary to change an exam date.  Such changes will be announced in class and it is the responsibility of students to stay informed about the class schedule whether they are in class or not.  I suggest that you ask at least one fellow student for his or her phone number, just in case.

2.  Reading Quizzes:  (100pts. total average)  There will be 12 unannounced multiple choice quizzes throughout the course of the semester.  The quizzes will cover the content of the reading that is due on that class day.  It is therefore absolutely crucial that you do the reading before class.  Changes to the reading schedule will be announced in class.  Students are responsible for keeping updated about changes.  There are no makeups for quizzes.  The lowest two grades will be dropped.  If you are ill and miss a quiz it will be one of the two dropped quizzes.  If you plan to miss more than two classes you should drop the course. 

3.  Film Critique: (25 points)  Students will choose a film (that they have NOT previously viewed) from a list of foreign films and write an anthropological critique of each.  For the film review, students should apply at least four anthropological concepts.  Papers will be graded with a rubric that will evaluate effective use of anthropological concepts, critical thinking skills, creativity, and mechanics (organization, grammar and spelling).  Papers are due_______.  See attached page for specific assignment requirements.

4.  Participant Observation Assignment (25 points):  Students are required to perform fieldwork in an unfamiliar group setting and write a four to five page synopsis of this experience.  Papers must be typed, double spaced and proof-read for grammatical and spelling errors.  Grading of papers will be with a rubric that will evaluate the student’s ability to observe and write in an anthropological genre.  Papers are due ______  A written summary of the topic is due by ________.See attached page for specific assignment requirements.

5.  Cultural Change Presentation (50 points):  Students will research a non-western society and demonstrate the processes of cultural change among that group.  An annotated bibliography with at least 8 scholarly sources must be handed in prior to the presentation.  The class will be divided up into groups and students will present their findings to the class during the final weeks of the course.  See attached page for specific requirements.

6.  Attendance: (tied to class participation points below)

Attendance is mandatory for success in this course. Attendance will be taken into consideration when final grades are administered.  The professor reserves the right to detract points from students who have excessive absences or latenessses. Your class participation score will be linked to attendance.

7. Class Participation: (15 points)

All students are encouraged to participate (and required to look profoundly interested in what we are discussing at all times!)  You will be evaluated not just on how much you participate but also on the content of what you say.  Please be respectful of other students and give them a chance to talk.  I hope to create a friendly, comfortable atmosphere so that everyone feels safe to speak his or her mind.  Please make an effort to learn each other’s names and feel free to address students’ comments directly. ( I do not have to mediate every comment). Politeness will be rewarded.  

8.  Final Grading: Final grades are based on the total number of points earned by students.  There is no curve for exams or for final grades.



above 482 points=A



428-481 points=B



375-427 points=C



321-374 points=D



below 321 points=F

COMMENTS ON THE MEANING OF LETTER GRADES

At the university level it is a distinct honor to earn the grade of A.  It is especially an honor to earn this as an overall final course grade.  The grade of A is the highest recognition and commendation there is at the college classroom level.  Its use in this course will be in that spirit, consistent with the traditional meaning of “Excellence”.

Other Important Information for Student Success in this Course

Homework:  Text readings are your permanent homework assignment.  Do readings before the day that the topic will be discussed.

Cheating and Plagiarism:  The college guidelines provide professors broad authority in handling cases of cheating and plagiarism.  Should you cheat or plagiarize you will immediately fail the class, a record of cheating will become part of your permanent record, and your advisors will be notified.  It is incumbent upon you to avoid any semblance of copying another’s work.  Please be careful to cite EVERYTHING, even if it is from the Internet.

Class Correspondence: All students enrolled in this course are required to have a TCNJ e-mail account and to check it regularly.  I will periodically send out correspondence to the class regarding changes, clarifications etc. It behooves you to get your account set up immediately.

Course Outline:  The course will consist of lecture, class discussion and films.  Class participation is welcomed and encouraged.  The tentative schedule is as follows (changes will be announced in class):

	CLASS DATE
	TOPIC
	READING ASSIGNMENT

	8/27 Tuesday
	Introduction
	None

	8/30 Friday
	What Is Anthropology?
	Ch1 textbook

	9/6 Friday
	Culture
	Ch 2 textbook

	9/10 Tuesday
	Language
	Ch. 3 textbook

	9/13 Friday
	Approaches to Anthropology
	Ch 4 textbook

	9/17 Tuesday
	Fieldwork
	 vii-58 Anderson

	9/20 Friday
	Fieldwork
	59-150 Anderson

	9/24 Tuesday
	EXAM #1
	

	9/27 Friday
	Subsistence
	Ch 5 textbook, 1-58 Lee

	10/1 Tuesday
	Subsistence/Economic Systems 
	Ch 6 textbook, 59-125 Lee

	10/4 Friday
	Economic Systems
	125-227 Lee

	10/8 Tuesday
	Domestic Life
	Ch 7 textbook

	10/11 Friday
	Kinship
	Ch 8 textbook

	10/15 Tuesday
	Kinship/ Planning for Presentations
	* film review due

	10/18 Friday
	Exam #2


	

	10/22 Tuesday
	FALL BREAK
	

	10/25 Friday
	Gender
	Ch 9 textbook

	10/29 Tuesday
	Gender
	*participant observation due

	11/1 Friday
	Politics and Social Inequality
	Ch 10 text, Chavez 1-43

	11/5 Tuesday
	Politics and Social Inequality
	Chavez 50-120

	11/8 Friday
	Migration
	Chavez 121-200

	11/12 Tuesday
	Globalization and Ethnicity
	Ch 13 text

*bibliography due

	11/15 Friday
	The Future of Indigenous Peoples
	Ch 14 text 

Bodley 1-59

	11/19 Tuesday
	The Future of Indigenous Peoples
	Bodley 60-144

	11/ 22 Friday
	Culture Change
	Bodley 145-200

	11/26 Tuesday
	Applied Anthropology
	work on presentations

	11/29 Friday
	THANKSGIVING BREAK
	

	12/3 Tuesday
	Presentations
	

	12/6 Friday
	Presentations
	

	12/10 Tuesday
	Presentations
	


Final Exam Date TBA  

Participant Observation Assignment


This assignment is based on participant observation, an important research technique in cultural anthropology.  Your objective is to become an anthropologist for an hour or so and then write a four to five page typewritten summary of your experience.  

where/what/who?

It is important that your "fieldwork" be done in an unfamiliar environment.  Exactly where you choose to do your work is up to you, but some suggestions might be:


*  attend a Hare Krishna prayer service

         
*  ride the bus in the Trenton area one afternoon

         
*  go to a hard-core body builder’s  gym and lift weights

         
*  go to a Latino nightclub and dance

Go anywhere, but make it a different environment--and have fun. You may not do anything that you have done before.  This is an active observation, not a reflective essay on a past experience.
Be sure to turn in your proposed topic in writing by ___.  Papers will not be accepted unless the topic was approved before you completed the observation.

how?

This is what a lot of anthropologists ask once they are in the field.  The important thing is that you participate as well as observe.  It does not matter that you have never done what you are going to do before--just be one of the gang.

*NOTE:  It is not necessary to announce what you are doing.  Be careful not to be obtrusive in your observations or note taking (if you choose to do so).

THE PAPER:  Write a 4-5 page ethnographic summary of your experiences and your observations.  (Be sure to write at least 4 full pages.  Longer papers will be accepted).  Papers should be double-spaced with standard margins, and you may not use a font larger than 12 point.  Focus on the social setting (i.e. people). Include where you were, the date and time, mood, and anything that will "thicken" the description.  The paper should be written in a descriptive mode.  Be careful not to be ethnocentric or judge your research subjects.  In the conclusion you may include analysis of what you saw, report questions that arose for you during your fieldwork (if there were any), and write about any surprises or disappointments you may have encountered.  Papers will be evaluated for content, creativity, grammar, punctuation and spelling. 

DUE DATES: Topics are due on _______.  Papers are due in class on _________.  Early papers are always accepted with pleasure.

Participant Observation Grading Rubric

Name__________________________

Section_________________________

Ethnographic Description 

(Paper is written in a descriptive, non-reactive mode.  Paper avoids ethnocentrism, embraces cultural relativism)

35%

Creativity

(Writing is engaged and interesting, not boring and detached.  Student displays independence of thought and avoids clichés).

20%

Logical Consistency

(Ideas consistent with one another, writing clear and understandable for the reader)

15%

Mechanics

(Grammar, spelling, organization, style)

10%

Assignment Completed as Directed

(Cover page, class section on cover page)

10%

Page Length

(Margins, font, begins at top of page one, 4-5 pages)

10%

Film Review Assignment
Please watch one of the films listed below and write a review.  In your paper you must apply four anthropological concepts.  Papers should be at least 3 pages and no more than 4 (double-spaced, 10 or 12 Times New Roman or Universal font with one inch margins on all sides).  Begin page one at the top of the page and attach a cover page with your name, class section and title of the film.

Papers will be graded based on the following: creativity, critical thinking, logical consistency, anthropological reasoning and mechanics (organization, grammar and spelling).  (See attached grading rubric.)

Mandabi--Senegal

Memories of Underdevelopment--Cuba

Obstinate Memory--Chile

El Norte—Guatemala/U.S.

My Family—Latino/U.S.

Raise the Red Lantern--China

Once Were Warriors—Maori of New Zealand

Ju Dou--China

Mississippi Masala—Race relations in the U.S. South

Saalam Bombay!--India

The Secret of Roan Inish--Ireland

Dim Sum--China

Farewell My Concubine—China

Guelwaar—Senegal

Hoop Dreams—Inner city USA

The Joy Luck Club—Chinese USA

Jo Dou---China

The Story of Qui Ju—China

Strawberry and Chocolate—Cuba

Tampopo—Japan

To Live—China

Walkabout—Aboriginal Australia

The White Balloon--Iran
Gibbeh--Iran

Feel free to search on foreignfilms.com  

Film Review Grading Rubric

Name__________________________

Section_________________________

Anthropological Reasoning 

(Four concepts applied effectively, four concepts defined accurately, avoids ethnocentrism, embraces cultural relativism)

25%

Logical Consistency

(Ideas consistent with one another, writing clear and understandable for the reader)

15%

Critical Thinking

(Paper goes beyond mere summary to display upper level thinking skills such as analysis and critique)

15%

Creativity

(Writing is engaged and interesting, not boring and detached.  Student displays independence of thought and avoids clichés).

15%

Mechanics

(Grammar, spelling, organization, style)

10%

Assignment Completed as Directed

(Cover page, class section on cover page)

10%

Page Length

(Margins, font, begins at top of page one, 3-4 pages)

10%

Culture Change Presentation Requirements

All students will be assigned to a group of 4-5 students.  Each group will work together to prepare a n annotated bibliography and then a 20 minute visual and oral presentation of culture change among one of the following groups:

Yanomamo 

Nuer

Maya

Hopi

Inuit

Tiwi

Kurds

First, the group should  identify and review one or two classic ethnographies of their assigned ethnic group.  (I will put suggested ethnographies on reserve in the library.)  This will be your baseline.  Next, you will search for 8-10 sources that deal with how the group has changed since earlier anthropologists have studied them.  You should compile these sources in an annotated bibliography due _________.  Finally, the group should prepare a visual and oral presentation to the class.  The theme of the presentation is “culture change among the ___________”.  

Grading:

Each student in the group is responsible for finding and reading two sources.  Students will annotate their sources in the group bibliography and put their name after the annotation.  The bibliography will receive a group grade and each student will receive an individual grade for his or her two sources.

Each student must participate in the presentation.  Each group will hand in a list of the contributions of each group member to the presentation.  There will also be an anonymous peer review at the end of the course.  Presentations will receive a group grade and individual students will be graded as well.  

25 of the 50 points=group score

25 of the 50 points= individual score




