FINE ART

2007-2008 “ONE QUESTION” STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES ASSESSMENT

LEARNING GOAL/OUTCOME

Offer a constructive critique in the evaluation of their artwork and other’s work.

QUESTION

Does the process of offering constructive critique help the students to analyze and evaluate their own
art projects, as well as artwork by other students and by contemporary artists?

EXPECTED ANSWER (HYPOTHESIS) AND ANTICIPATED USE OF RESULTS

The Fine Arts Program is committed to providing a program of study that develops a high level of
conceptual and technical ability, exposure to and understanding of electronic media and methods of
communication as well as offer training in traditional media. An important part of all studio art classes is
the process of critique. Student art works are put on display and evaluated in a detailed and analytical
way. In many classes all the students participate in offering critiques that are guided by the professor.
This increases the viewpoints from which student artwork is evaluated and promotes the analytical skills
of all the students. Student responses to an assignment can vary widely, and the process of critique is a
productive and pedagogical way to analyze and evaluate the art works. Students learn from each other’s
responses, and learn from analyzing successful and less successful strategies in problem solving and
finding creative and aesthetic solutions. The critique process improves analytical skills and helps
students relate to contemporary art. All courses require trips to art institutions in major metropolitan
areas. Tied to these trips are a critical analysis of the work observed by the students. The Art
Department has maintained a visiting artist lecture series, attendance by all Fine Arts students will be
required to the lecture series.

1. Discussion and awareness of various critique methods used by different faculty, and the effectiveness
of these various techniques.2. Communicate the purpose of critique methods to students.3. Stimulate
the integration of writing assignments in the critique process.4. The Fine Arts Program is seeking
accreditation from the National Association of Schools of Art and Design (NASAD) to strengthen the
quality of the program.

PLAN (METHODS)

1. A thorough review of all curriculum syllabi.2. Incorporate writing assignments in the critique
process.3. Discussion with students during their sophomore reviews and senior critiques concerning
studio critiques.4. Research NASAD accreditation to establish a nationally recognized accreditation that
will raise the Art Department’s visibility to a national level.5. Close monitoring of student attendance to
Art events, such as the lecture series and art gallery exhibitions.
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