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Professor and Director of Forensic Chemistry, TCNJ 

Welcome to the September 2007 issue of the newsletter of the Forensic Chemistry Program at The 

College of New Jersey.  With each newsletter, we try to provide information that may be of 

interest to a cross-section of readers, from high school students through forensic professionals.  

We get many questions about internship opportunities, and part of this newsletter is devoted to this 

topic, since opportunities (paid and unpaid) are available for students and teachers.  Also, to give 

readers some idea of internship options, we have asked TCNJ students who were involved in 

Forensic- related internships in the Summer of 2007 to each provide a few comments on their 

experiences.  Obviously, we are very proud of our students, and the hard work they do to find 

important educational experiences.  Hopefully, these examples may give readers interested in 

internships some ideas and targets for next summer.  Clearly, as a subject to study and a career to 

pursue, Forensic Science is still ñhot!ò  Our academic year has just begun at TCNJ, and we look 

forward to another exciting fall semester.  We hope you enjoy reading this issue of our newsletter. 

NEWS ITEM  

 

Mayor Bloomberg And Chief Medical Examiner Hirsch Cut Ribbon At Largest Government 

DNA Laboratory In The Country  

On July 18, 2007, Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg and Chief Medical Examiner Dr. Charles Hirsch 

presided over the grand opening of the new state-of-art Forensic Biology Laboratory of the Office 

of the Chief Medical Examiner, which is the largest government DNA laboratory in the country.  

Construction of the lab began under Mayor Giuliani in November 2001 and  already performs 

more DNA testing than any other public laboratory in the nation, including the FBI DNA        

laboratory .  Among its many features, the lab includes facilities to reconstruct crimes and analyze 

bone and other biological materials that do not produce standard DNA samples.   

 

In regards to the new facility, Mayor Bloomberg stated ñThe new DNA 

Lab will now give us the capability to analyze DNA not just from murders 

and sexual assaults, but from a broad range of criminal investigations 

including property thefts.ò  He went on to say ñthe facility isnôt only going 

to work on identifying the guilty; it will also be used to clear the 

innocent.ò 
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Police Commissioner Raymond W. Kelly said ñPerhaps more than any other city agency, the 

Office of Chief Medical Examiner is the Police Departmentôs partner in crime-solving.  This new 

facility will only help to advance the speed and success of our investigations.  The use of DNA in 

bringing criminals to justice has evolved into a critical tool for  police ð one that has been 

popularized on television series watched by millions [sic].  But the fact is, evidence collection and 

analysis is difficult, painstaking, often tedious work.  It demands highly trained experts and the 

best equipment.  We will see both on display in this new facility.ò 

 

The Forensic Biology Lab has been recognized by the FBI as contributing the highest number of 

searchable DNA profiles to the national DNA database.  Current DNA testing is limited to 

homicide cases, sexual assaults and other selected cases.  The continued growth of DNA testing as 

an investigative forensic tool came along with the ability to test evidence from an increasing 

number of crime types.  The new lab will enable investigators to perform extensive DNA analysis 

and to apply enhanced techniques to solving these types of cases.  The addition of assault cases 

and property crimes as well as other crime types is projected to increase the forensic biology case 

load from 3,000 a year to approximately 25,000 per year.   

 

The $290 million, 340,000 square foot facility contains 75,000 square feet of laboratory space and 

has a fully equipped training laboratory and classroom along with research and development 

laboratories.  The building, which City employees began to occupy in February, houses members 

of the following departments: Forensic Biology, Evidence and Security, Legal, Administration and 

Information Technology. 

 

For more information, see news and press releases at www.nyc.gov for July 18, 2007.   

FOR TEACHERS 

If you are not aware, there is a 

magazine, The Forensic 

Teacher available at no charge. 

Request your free subscription 

at www.theforenscteacher.com 

 

You may want to investigate 

The National Association of 

High School Teachers of 

Forensic Science. You can 

visit them at www.hstofs.org 

 

Also check out these 

ñHot Websitesò 

 

http://www.nvps.net/npsnhs/

Curriculum%20Maps/

Teacher%20Resources.htm 

    -An excellent site with lots 

of resources for those 

teaching forensics. 

 

http://www.le.ac.uk/pa/teach/

va/titlpag1.html 

   -A site devoted to virtual 

autopsies.  Excellent for an                

introduction to pathology. 
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BOOK REVIEW  

The creators of the New York Times Best Selling ñBody Farmò series are at it 

again with their latest work of non fiction: Flesh and Bone.  The story catches 

up with forensic anthropologist Dr. Bill Brocton who is investigating a crime 

scene at a Tennessee State Park.  Along with Medical Examiner Dr. Jess 

Carter, the duo try to piece together an approximate timeline leading up to the 

death of a young man.   

 

Many in the field are familiar with Jefferson Bass and the ñBody Farmò 

novels, but few actually know anything about the man, or rather men, themselves.  ñJefferson 

Bassò is the pseudonym of the real life team of Dr. Bill Bass and Jon Jefferson.   

 

Dr. Bass is a world renowned forensic anthropologist who founded the University of 

Tennesseeôs research facility ð The Body Farm.  Bass is most famous for his research on 

human osteology and human decomposition. 

 

Jon Jefferson is a seasoned journalist and documentary film maker.  His works have been 

published in Newsweek, The New York Times, USA Today, and Popular Science.  Jefferson is 

also the director of the critical acclaimed National Geographic documentaries about the Body 

Farm.   

 

For more information on the team of Jefferson Bass, the Body Farm novels, as well as other 

examples of their non-fiction work, visit their website at: http://jeffersonbass.com/index.php. 

New York State Police Intern Program 

Target Group:  

Graduate and undergraduate students who are interested in an internship with a New York State 

Troop or at a Division Headquarters 

Internship Summary:  

120-150 hours during the Spring and Fall Semesters 

Undergraduate students learn about the organization, staffing, mission, activities, programs, and 

services of the Division of New York State Police. 

Graduate students conduct research on issues of importance to the host section, the Division of 

State Police, or to the Criminal Justice System in general.  A graduate internship is preceded by a 

20-hour orientation to the NYSP. 

To Apply:  

Visit: http://www.troopers.state.ny.us/Employment/Internships  

INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  


