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School of Education

About Certification

Persons who are employed by public school districts of any state must hold the appropriate certificate in order to work in the schools.  Certificates (licenses) are issued through individual states, usually through Offices or Bureaus of Licensing within the State Department of Education. Certificates are issued based upon completion of college and state-approved programs of preparation in specific educational areas.  There is no “generic” teaching certificate.  

There is great variety among colleges/universities regarding which programs are offered and the academic level (graduate or undergraduate or non-degree) at which they are offered.  Certification and reciprocity among states are complex and bureaucratic issues.  Reciprocity information is provided at www.NASDTEC.org/docs/Jurisdictions_ed_cat.doc .

A variety of professional education certificates are available in each of three categories:

· Instructional – Professional classroom teachers.  Colleges/universities may offer programs at baccalaureate, post-baccalaureate, or graduate levels, according to the structure of the program developed at each college and State approval.  Study in the subject area to be taught, teaching methodology and a student teaching experience are among the requirements for all states in all programs.

· Educational Services – Professionals working in schools providing specific services such as specialists in  speech-language pathology, reading, educational media, etc., as well as counselors, social workers, school nurses, etc.  Some certificates require previous instructional certification, experience, and masters’ degrees.  Colleges offer these programs at graduate levels.

· Administrative – Professionals in leadership roles in schools, or in school districts, such as principals, vice-principals, supervisors, school business administrators, superintendents, etc.  Some certificates require previous experience, and masters’ degrees.  Colleges offer these programs at graduate levels.

Certificate (licensure) areas and requirements in professional education differ according to requirements and policies of each state. Basically before enrolling in a program at a college or university, prospective students should verify that the program is state-approved, and that successful completion of the program leads to a specific certificate in one of the above three categories.   Reciprocity information among states differs among the three categories above.  Basically, approved and accredited instructional programs are reciprocal.  Educational services and educational leadership programs are largely standards-based depending upon standards and policies of each state. 




Alternate Routes for Certification

Some states offer alternatives for individuals who desire teacher certification, hold bachelor degrees, but have not completed a state-approved teacher preparation program.  These alternative programs are not reciprocal among states.  States design “alternate route” programs individually to best serve the needs of the students and schools within the state.  Some newly implemented NJ alternate route programs combine college/university study with practice in the schools. For information regarding New Jersey’s Alternate Route program, please refer to the link provided through the NJ State DOE (Department of Education) website.  www.state.nj.us/education
                  
                                                             Page 1 of 2
TCNJ School of Education

 

       Programs in Professional Education Leading to Certification

The following undergraduate programs leading to initial teacher licensure (certification) are offered by The College of New Jersey:

	Program
	Certification Areas/Grade levels

	Art Education
Elementary and Early Childhood Education

Health and Physical Education

Music Education

Secondary Education

Special Education

Technology Education
	Art Teacher,  grades  K-12
Elementary Teacher, grades K-5; also requires a “liberal arts” major in art, biology, English, history, mathematics, ‘math/science/technology’, psychology, music, sociology, Spanish or women/gender studies.    

Early Childhood Education candidates are eligible for Elementary and the NJ P-3 teacher certificate.

Health and Physical Education Teacher, grades K-12

Music Teacher,  grades K-12

Teacher of biology, chemistry, English, history, mathematics,  physics, physical science and Spanish for secondary teaching in grades 7-12

Teacher of  Students with Disabilities, grades K-12;
Teacher of  the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, grades K-12 
5-year dual certification programs in each of these areas lead to both Bachelor and Masters’ degrees.  Programs also encompass a liberal arts major in art, English, biology, mathematics, math/science/ technology, music, social studies, and Spanish.  Completers are also eligible for elementary teacher certification.
Technology Teacher, grades K-12



Prospective students seeking admission information regarding undergraduate programs listed above should contact the TCNJ Admissions Office (undergraduate) at www.tcnj.edu/admissions, call 609.771.2131, or visit 228 Loser Hall.

TCNJ offers graduate programs leading to initial certification and advanced certification (for persons previously certified in another area).   Information is available on-line at www.tcnj.edu/graduate, 609.771.2300, and in the Office of Graduate Studies in 109 Loser Hall.      

TCNJ graduate programs include:




Initial Instructional Programs -  Elementary Education, Early Childhood Education, specific subject areas 

         in Secondary Education, Health and Physical Education, ESL (English as a Second Language), , and  

                       Special Education.


Advanced Instructional Program - Special Education, Bilingual Education for teachers already certified    

                        in another area as well as Teacher of the Blind/Visually Impaired.

Educational services areas: 


Reading Specialist   

School Counselor


SAC (Substance Awareness Coordinator)



LDTC (Learning Disabilities Teacher-Consultant)

Educational Administration



Principal and Principal/Supervisor    
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