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The College of New Jersey Certification Office submits certification documents to the New Jersey Department of Education Office of Licensing and Credentials on behalf of students who have completed all requirements in a TCNJ state-approved program of teacher preparation. Recommendation for certification is made after students have submitted applications and fees to the TCNJ Certification Office and the degrees have been posted on the college record system.

The State links certification application materials with passing scores in appropriate Praxis tests, issues, and mails CEAS certificates (see below) to applicants in specific areas of teacher preparation. 

New Jersey Licensure Process
New Jersey has adopted a 3-step licensure process for applicants through approved programs as follows:

1.  Certificate of Eligibility with Advanced Standing (CEAS) – This is the initial New Jersey teaching certificate which provides an applicant with the opportunity to seek employment. The State issues, prints, and mails certificates 4 to 5 weeks after graduation, to candidates who apply for certification through the TCNJ Certification Office.

2.  Provisional Certificate – Upon offer and acceptance of employment, the employing school district notifies the State and agrees to provide support to the beginning teacher; a provisional certificate is issued.
3.  Standard Certificate – The beginning teacher has successfully completed the “provisional” period during the first year of employment “under” the provisional certificate. Standard certification is valid for life.
New Jersey Administrative Code

New Jersey policies and regulations regarding teacher certification and licensure are legislated and are published as a part of the New Jersey Administrative Code (NJAC 6A,adopted January 2004).  This code governs education in New Jersey P-12 schools and college/university programs of professional education.  The code & licensure information are available at < http://www.nj.gov/education/code/current/title6a/chap9.pdf>
Provisional Teacher Program (#2 above)

Beginning teachers are mentored and supervised according to state and district policies, under the provisional certificate.  At the end of the successful provisional year, the Standard Certificate is issued.

Continuing Education for Teachers

In 2000, the New Jersey State Board of Education adopted a continuing education requirement for teachers, requiring all public school teachers in the State to complete at least 100 hours of professional development training every five years.  This policy is subject to change.
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