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Pennsylvania Certification Information

It is the responsibility of each applicant seeking Pennsylvania certification to obtain a packet entitled “Professional Educator Certification - Applicant Prepared Outside of Pennsylvania.”  Contact PA for certification information:

Address:
Bureau of Teacher Certification and Preparation


Pennsylvania Department of Education



333 Market Street

Harrisburg  PA   17126-0333
Phone:

(717) 787-2967 or (717) 787-3356
Website: 
http://www.tcs.ed.state.pa.us    go to:  “list certification application procedures“ then to







            “out of state prepared.”
            Locate certification information - download  appropriate forms.
You will gather and send all necessary materials for certification directly to the above address.
When compiling materials, you need to obtain:

· a postal money order (certification fee); 

· TCNJ Certification Officer’s signature on PDE 338 A , “College/Univ. Verification,“ form. Send form to:


The College of New Jersey



Certification Office 117 Forcina Hall




PO Box 7718




 e-mail – rconjura@tcnj.edu

                    Ewing, NJ  08628-0718 



 phone (609) 771-2318
Upon verification of program completion, form PDE 338A will be signed and returned to you within 5 working days. 

· licensed physician’s signature on the “General Application for PA Certificate;” and

· a complete official TCNJ transcript in a sealed envelope, from TCNJ’s Office of Records and Registration.

· for administrative (principal) certification, include copies of professional certificates held and provide verification of five years professional experience under the certificate.

· GPA - As of September 1, 2005, teacher certification applicants submitting a Bachelor’s and/or Master’s degree transcript must have a GPA of 3.0.

· PA certification requires math and English preparation – 6 S.H. credits (or the equivalent) in college level mathematics and 3 S.H. credits (or equivalent) in college level English Composition; and 3 S.H. credits (or equivalent in college level English Literature.  
Pennsylvania Teacher Testing Program

Effective Sept. 1, 2005
The following three Praxis Series tests are required for all Pennsylvania instructional certification areas: 









Qualifying score

1.) PPST Reading, test  0710
or  5710


    172

2.) PPST Writing,  test 0720   or  5720



    173

3.)  PPST Mathematics, test 0730    or  5730

 
    173

        Applicants seeking certification in areas that encompass K-6 and K-12 need to also complete:



4.)  Praxis II, Fundamental Subjects: Content Knowledge - test 30511- Qualifying Score - 150
Continued…. 

In addition, Praxis Series tests are required in each specific area of certification, including:

Licensure Area

Test(s) Required

       
      Qualifying Score

	Art
	Art: Content Knowledge                          0133
	161

	Biology
	Biology:  Content Knowledge                  0235
	147

	Chemistry
	Chemistry:  Content Knowledge              0245
	154

	Early Childhood Education
	Early Childhood                                      0020
	530

	Elementary Education
	Elementary Education: Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment                                     0011
	168



	English
	English Language, Literature, and Composition: Content Knowledge                                0041
	160



	Health & Physical Education
	Health & Physical Ed: Content Knowledge 20856
	146

	Indus. Arts/Technology Educ.
	Technology Education                            0050
	620

	Mathematics
	Mathematics: Content Knowledge          0061
	136

	Music
	Music: Content Knowledge                     0113
	158

	Physics
	Physics: Content Knowledge                  0265
	140

	Reading Specialist
	Reading Specialist                                  0300
	570

	Social Studies
	Social Studies: Content Knowledge        0081
	157

	Spanish
	Spanish: Content Knowledge                  0191
	166

	Special Education - Mentally and/or Physically Handicapped
	Education of Exceptional Students: Core Content Knowledge                                 0353
	136


	Special Education - Hearing

Impaired
	Education of Deaf & Hard of Hearing Students

                                                                0271
	164

	School Counselor
	School Guidance & Counseling               0420   
	590

	Principal
	Educational Leadership: Administration & Supervisor                                               0410
	580


	Supervisor
	Educational Leadership: Administration & Supervisor                                               0410
	580


Refer to the PA website (address on other side) important information regarding Praxis tests.

Hints:  When you register for tests:

1. Enter – the State of PA as a test score recipient

2. If you register on-line, www.ets.org/praxis  enter your Social Security Number, even though it may state “optional” for that item.

Upon receipt of your test scores, examine that your correct name and social security number appear on your score report.  If not, contact ETS.
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