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School of Education

P-3 New Jersey Specialized Alternate Route Program

Pre-school teachers (three and four year-old classes) must now be certified in early childhood education.  TCNJ offers an approved graduate program for pre-school teachers who seek NJ P-3 (Pre-school through grade 3) certification.
This graduate program is offered by TCNJ for candidates who hold a Bachelor’s degree (non-teaching) and are not previously certified.  Prospective candidates who hold certificates in other teaching areas should contact the program coordinator in the TCNJ Department of Elementary and Early Childhood Education.  When applying to enter the program, candidates should indicate “EDPK” (TCNJ major code) on the admissions application. 

Accepted candidates follow the following process:
1. Application and issuance of the P-3 Certificate of Eligibility (CE).  Applicants apply directly to the NJ State Department of Education, Office of Licensing for the certificate.
2. Be employed as a pre-school teacher in a school/center or district which is linked with the NJ P-3 provisional teacher program (alternate route).
3. Officially become enrolled, through the school/center or district, in the NJ P-3 Provisional Teachers Program.  A “Provisional Certificate” will be issued by the NJ Licensing Office.  The teacher will be assigned a mentor teacher.

4. Gain admission to and enroll in TCNJ graduate EDPK program. 

5. Complete 13 S.H. EDPK coursework.

6. Complete the mentored internships, including supervision by TCNJ faculty over a two semester period.  Credits (2  

 S.H. credit) are connected to this experience, which typically occurs during the second year of the program.
7. File an application for Completion of TCNJ Certificate Program through TESS.   After all grades are posted,  each these words are posted permanently on the TCNJ transcript.
8. Following verification with the program coordinator, program completion and recommendation for licensure documents are forwarded by the TCNJ Certification Office to candidates.   Candidates forward documents to their school/center or district for submission to the State Office of Licensing for issuance of the Standard P-3 certificate. 


This specialized program is recognized only in New Jersey.  Candidates who wish to continue their study 


towards a Masters’ Degree, and/or wish to be P-3 certified in other states should contact the TCNJ Elementary 


and Early Childhood Education Department.
TCNJ Department/Office

 
Phone Numbers


E-mail address
Dept. of Elementary/Early Childhood Ed.

(609) 771-2727


jeberly@tcnj.edu
   Coordinator: Dr. Jody Eberly

Certification Office



(609) 771-2396 or 2318
              pironej@tcnj.edu or 









 rconjura@tcnj.edu
NJ State Department of Education                                                                                                                                          

Office of Licensing and Credentials


(609) 292-2070
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