THE MOST FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION:
I have a degree but not in teaching.  How do I obtain a teaching certificate?
There is NO generic teaching certificate.  Certificates are issued in specific teaching areas; certified teachers are eligible to teach only in the area indicated on the certificate. Examples are: math teacher, English teacher, art teacher, elementary teacher, teacher of students with disabilities, etc.

There are 2 ways to become initially certified to teach in New Jersey (other than valid certificate held in another state):

1. Attaining Certification through completion of a state-approved college/university teacher preparation program
· Candidates seek admission to a college/university program in a selected teaching area.  Different institutions offer different programs.  All programs require: 



~ study in pedagogy and methodology, which mean the study of educational foundations, strategies, 


    curriculum, assessment, the learning process, etc.;



~ field experiences, the practice of teaching learners in a school under supervision of professional


   `
   educators. This may be called “internship,” “student teaching,” or “practicum.”
· For admission into most “post-bac” or graduate programs, the undergraduate degree must include a “content major” in the subject area to be taught or 60 credits in the liberal arts for elementary education.

· Candidates complete the study, pass the appropriate NJ-required praxis exam(s), and apply through their college for the initial NJ teaching credential, the CEAS, Certificate of Eligibility with Advanced Standing.

     TCNJ State-approved teacher preparation programs
· TCNJ offers Master of Arts in Teaching (M.A.T.) programs leading to initial teacher certification.  Prospective teachers holding bachelors’ degrees must apply for TCNJ Graduate admission.  In order to become NJ-certified, candidates must complete the approved program, earn the MAT degree, apply for and receive  recommended for certification.  CEAS, Certificate of Eligibility with Advanced Standing, is the title of the initial NJ teaching certificate.
· Current specializations offered through the TCNJ  M.A.T. program are: elementary education, dual special education/elementary education, and secondary education subject areas of English, mathematics, social studies, biology, chemistry, physics, health/physical education and technology.  (Prior to admission, secondary ed. candidates need 30 credits in the subject area on college transcripts.) 
       Completion of a NJ state-approved teacher preparation programs IS recognized by other states, as well as 

      pass tests required in the other state and meet additional requirements, such as GPA, etc.                           

2. Attaining certification through the NJ Alternate Route (Provisional Teacher Program) involves all items below:
· Candidates hold: bachelor’s degree, including meeting the GPA standard requirement and a (30 credit) major in the subject area (Eng., math, biology, etc) or 60 credits in the liberal studies (for elementary education);
· Candidates take and pass and the appropriate Praxis exam in their specific teaching area;
· Candidates apply directly to the NJ State Office of Teacher Licensing for the this certificate, CE (Certificate of Eligibility)  [ www.state.nj.us/education  … under “Licensing” and “Provisional Teacher Program”] ;
· Candidates apply and receive an offer of employment from a school district;
· During the first year of teaching, candidates receive a “Provisional certificate,” under which they are mentored by an experienced teacher and also attend evening and week-end teacher training sessions; this is arranged through the school district and the state.    College credits are not awarded and candidates are not enrolled in college programs. (phone: 609.292.2070)
New Jersey Alternate Route certificates are NOT recognized in other states.
TCNJ offers 2 state-approved “Specialized Alternate Route” programs:

P-3 – Early Childhood Education

           Special Education – Teacher of Students with Disabilities

Candidates obtain a CE, obtain a teaching position through the Alternate Route program, begin teaching and continue with graduate level coursework.  Contact:  TCNJ Office of Graduate Studies and the program Coordinator . 
  Certificates are not issued automatically; teacher candidates must apply for certification.                                                 2011
















