Teacher Quality Enhancement Grant

A PROJECT OF

THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

AND

THE COLLEGE OF NEW JERSEY

CONSENT FORM

September 30, 2008

Dear Colleague:


The New Jersey Teacher Quality Enhancement Recruitment (TQE-R) grant project addresses the need to recruit and retain highly qualified teachers in high poverty, low achieving schools, particularly in the hard to staff areas of math and science. Research indicates that to deal with teacher shortages in at risk schools, strategies are needed across the continuum of professional practice -from pre-service through ongoing professional learning in order to retain teachers  once  recruited into high risk schools. New Jersey’s TQR-R grant proposal outlines strategies across this continuum in its three strands: Recruitment for High Need Districts; Preparation for High Need District Teaching; and Induction and Professional Learning in High Need Districts.  Working in partnership with The College of New Jersey and three high-poverty, low performing school districts (Trenton Public Schools, Pemberton Public Schools and Vineland Public Schools), the New Jersey Department of Education will build on its strong teacher quality reform platform and the positive historical relationships of all partners involved in the project. In Strand One, the project will implement targeted, high-impact recruitment strategies for high need districts including web based recruitment services for urban districts; incentives for high-need district placement; and  new technology based  practices to reverse  slow-moving hiring and credentialing processes.   Strand Two will tailor pre-service program offerings in traditional and alternate routes to the needs of candidates who will teach in high-need districts. In the third strand, strategies will promote strong induction and professional learning in all three high-need districts. This grant project will help New Jersey to integrate powerful new recruitment and retention strategies for high need districts into its overall educational reform effort to improve education of all of New Jersey’s students. . 


We invite you to participate in professional development in the form of graduate courses.  During the course of the fall semester, 2008, and spring semester, 2009, we wish to conduct classroom observations and collect data.  There are no risks involved as all data collected will be anonymous.  We sincerely hope you will decide to participate in this opportunity.   The results of the study will be used to inform state education policy.  If the study shows that this form of professional development is beneficial to teachers, the initiative is likely to become accepted practice in New Jersey. 

Sincerely,

Professor Cathy Liebars

Department of Mathematics and Statistics

Professor Sharon Sherman

Department of Elementary and Early Childhood Education

I have read the description of the Teacher Quality Enhancement Grant and agree to participate.  I understand that participation is voluntary and I have the option to say ‘no’.  I understand that my name will be removed from all documents and communication.  I understand that I can withdraw from the study at any time without penalty. I understand that this is a research study and the results will be reported to the New Jersey Department of Education and eventually published.  I understand that results from this study will be kept strictly confidential in a locked cabinet.  All publicly presented information will be in aggregate form.

Informed Consent:

I have read the preceding information and understand its content.  My questions have been answered by Drs. Sherman and/or Liebars.  I understand that any further questions can be addressed by Dr. Lynn Smith (609-771-2810), Chair, Institutional Review Board. My signature below indicates my consent to participate.

______________________


__________________________________

Date





Subject's Signature

As the study principal investigator I signify that I have explained the purpose, procedures, potential benefits and risks of being a subject in this study, and I have answered any questions presented to me regarding this study.

______________________


__________________________________

Date





Investigator's Signature

Please check one of the choices below, print your name, date and sign this form. Thank you.

________ I will participate.

________ I do not wish to participate.

______________________________________________   __________________

NAME (please print)





DATE

SIGNATURE

