Lesson 1, Wednesday October 3, 2007: Introduction to Poetry
Pennsylvania Academic Standards:
· 1.1.8 D Pennsylvania’s public schools shall teach, challenge and support every student to realize his or her maximum potential and to acquire the knowledge and skills needed to identify basic facts and ideas in text using specific strategies (e.g., recall genre characteristics, set a purpose for reading, generate essential questions as aids to comprehension and clarify understanding through rereading and discussion).
· 1.3.8 C Pennsylvania’s public schools shall teach, challenge and support every student to realize his or her maximum potential and to acquire the knowledge and skills needed to analyze the effect of various literary devices (Figurative language (e.g., personification, simile, metaphor, hyperbole, allusion).

· 1.6.8 B Pennsylvania’s public schools shall teach, challenge and support every student to realize his or her maximum potential and to acquire the knowledge and skills needed to listen to selections of literature (fiction and/or nonfiction) (Relate them to previous knowledge, Summarize events and identify the significant points and Analyze the selections).
Behavioral Objectives:


Students will be able to:
· Analyze point of view and figurative language within a poem.
· Infer different ways to read a poem. 

· Read a poem aloud.
Materials:
· Blackboard 
· Chalk
· Overhead projector

· Transparency with the definition of poetry

· Textbook
· Photocopy of Introduction to Poetry, with directions
· CD player

· CD with recording of Shakespeare and Fresh Prince of Bellaire
· Dr. Seuss book

· The Windhover transparency

Motivation:

· Daily Oral Language

Instruction/Activities/Technology:
· Motivation (5 min)
· D.O.L. #3, go over

· Initial Associations:
· Ask students what they think of when they hear the word “poetry.”

· Put ideas on the board.

· Ask students for any types of figurative language they know.

· Poetry samples

· Play recording of Shakespeare sonnet

· Read an excerpt of Dr. Seuss.

· Play a recording of the Fresh Prince of Bell Aire theme song.

· Copy definition of poetry

· Place transparency of the definition of poetry on the overhead and instruct to copy in notebooks.

· While they copy, explain that poetry is everywhere. It expresses thoughts, feelings and ideas. It moves people to action. It’s powerful.

· Read The Windhover by Gerard Manley Hopkins. Explain that it’s my favorite poem and point out elements of it that I like (i.e., the alliteration, description, beat).

· Say: “I want you to find poetry that speaks to you the way this poem speaks to me. Be on the lookout- it could be in a book, a song, on TV, in a movie- anywhere. Whenever you hear a word, phrase, stanza, that particularly speaks to you, I’d like to encourage you to bring it in and share it with us.

· Analysis of Introduction to Poetry by Billy Collins (pg 622).

· Ask for one volunteer to read through the poem first. Ask to identify point of view, speakers, audience, etc.  

· Ask for 9 volunteers in total- 8 people who like to play charades, 1 person who likes to talk.
· The 9 volunteers come to the front of the room and receive a section of the poem. On their selection are directions on how to act out their particular section (the final 5 stanzas will have 3 people acting them out).

· Explain that this is going to give us an opportunity to visualize the poem and understand what Collins was trying to say. 

· Act out the poem.

· Explain that this is what good poems do- they use words to create pictures or images that the reader can see in his/her mind. This is why poets use figurative and descriptive language. What elements of figurative language that we discussed earlier are used in this poem? (possible responses: simile, metaphor, personification).
· Continue to ask questions to help students understand the meaning of the poem.

Questions: 
· What do you think of when you hear the word, “poetry”?

· What is the formal definition of poetry?
· Who is the speaker in Introduction to Poetry?

· Who is the audience in Introduction to Poetry?
· What happens when you hold a color slide up to the light?

· What are you doing when you put your ear up to a beehive? When you feel around in a dark room?

· What do these images mean for how we should view poetry.

· What figurative language is used in this poem?
· What would torturing a poem look like?

· What would a poem’s confession look like?

Special Education Modifications:

· All handouts will be according to COLA standards and have three holes punched in order to easily be put into a binder.

Homework:
· None 
