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Figures of Speech Definitions and Examples
Simile:  A comparison of two things using the words “like” or “as.”

Examples: 

She had a smile like the sun.





The ocean’s breeze was like gentle kiss.





The school day, like a turtle edging along the grass, 
dragged on and on.

Metaphor: A comparison of two things, without using the words “like” or “as.”

Examples:

Her room was a junkyard of clothes, shoes and papers.
The school was a prison, with a jailbreak every day at 3 PM.
Life is a broken-winged bird.

Personification: Giving animal or human characteristics to inanimate objects.

Examples:

The strawberries seemed to sing, "Eat me first!"




The china danced on the shelves during the earthquake.





The daffodils nodded their yellow heads at the walkers.

Hyperbole:

A comparison of two things using exaggeration.

Examples:

I tried a thousand times.





His feet were as big as a barge!





I nearly died laughing.

Alliteration:
The repetition of the initial vowel or consonant sounds in a phrase. In other words, alliteration is when you use the same sounds many times in a row.

Examples:

Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers.

"Have you forgotten you're facing the single finest fighting force ever assembled?"

-Dan Ackroyd, Dragnet

"Step forward, Tin Man. You dare to come to me for a heart, do you? You clinking, clanking, clattering collection of caliginous junk...And you, Scarecrow, have the effrontery to ask for a brain! You billowing bale of bovine fodder!"

-The Wizard, The Wizard of Oz

Onomatopoeia:
A word that imitates the sound that it represents.

Examples:

Splash, Crash, Crackle, Crunch, Buzz, Hush, Boom, 

Whirr, Clang, Hiss, Squeak, Drip, Pop, Groan, Clang
