Unit Rationale

As part of my student teaching experience, I will develop and teach a unit on formulaic poetry. In this unit, students will explore four types of poetic genres: haiku, cinquain, diamante and quatrain. My main purpose in teaching this unit is to make poetry relevant to my students. Many times students believe that what they are learning in school is unimportant and unrelated to their daily lives. In this unit, I hope to demonstrate to my students that they are surrounded by poetry- whether it is in the music they listen to, the books they read or the movies they watch. Students will come into this unit already having some background with poetry. In seventh grade, the majority of them wrote poems that were later submitted for publication. This unit will serve as a reinforcement of the skills and knowledge already gained by my students in previous years, as well as an introduction of poetry terms and figures of speech, such as alliteration, onomatopoeia, hyperbole, and personification, that they have not yet studied.

This unit will help my students develop a number of skills that will be useful to them in the future. Poetry encourages students to read closely and interpret each and every word for the different possible meanings, particularly with the limited structure of the haiku. It forces students to infer what the author is trying to say, and it challenges them to consider the different audiences to whom the author is writing. The cinquain and diamante poems reinforce grammatical subjects such as parts of speech and synonyms and antonyms. In addition, while studying the haiku and cinquain, students will focus on counting a certain number of syllables per line.  This will aid them later in high school as they move on to more difficult works that involve meter. Learning the quatrain and the different rhyme schemes will also prove helpful when the students study sonnets or other kinds of lyric poetry in future classes. 
Moreover, this unit will focus on skills that need not necessarily be related to poetry or English. It will encourage students to work positively in groups and develop good oratory skills. It will also encourage students to critically analyze a text and relate it to their own personal lives. Thus, this unit of poetry will serve as both a reinforcement of previously learned skills and an introduction to new skills that will help them later in life. 
Unit Understandings: 

To achieve the skills and knowledge set forth in this rationale, my students will develop an understanding of different poetic genres and terms. They will understand the choices a poet makes in terms of diction and figures of speech. Moreover, through the reading and writing of poetry in this unit, my students will increase their creativity and confidence in their writing. The more students practice writing, the more comfortable they will become, regardless of the genre. My students will also recognize the importance of voice in writing. Communicating voice in their writing is perhaps the most important skill a student can learn. In this unit, my students will be able to convey their voice through their poetry.

Unit Essential Questions:
1. What is the purpose of poetry? How is it related to daily life?

2. How should we read poetry? 

3.  What is the purpose of figures of speech within poetry? How can we correctly use figurative language?
Unit Overview

This unit begins by a general introduction to poetry.
These students have had some experience with poetry in the past, and I want to get an idea of their impressions of poetry, as well as clear up any misconceptions they may have already formed. I also want to demonstrate to them that poetry is present in their daily lives, even if they do not realize it. In the first lesson, therefore, I show them three examples of poetry: a sonnet by William Shakespeare, The Butter Battle Book by Dr. Seuss, and a recording of The Fresh Prince of Bellaire theme song. Most of my students, I believe, only think of the first example when they think of poetry, and I wanted to introduce to them the different forms poetry can take.

For the haiku, cinquain and diamante, my lessons take a similar format. The first lesson of the genre involves giving notes, reading and examining 2-3 examples, brainstorming topics and then beginning to write. In the second (and third) lessons of the genre, I open with two or three more examples of the genre, give the students time to finish their poem, and give them time in groups to share their poetry and analyze it. Once the students have completed their poems, they put them in their writing folders, which will contain all their writing work from this year. The first poetry genre I will teach is haiku (lessons 2 and 3). I decided to start with this form of poetry because it is short, relatively easy and many of the students will be familiar with it already. Then I move on to the cinquain (lessons 4 and 5). After the cinquain, I spend three days on the diamante because students often have difficulty with the parts of speech (lessons 6, 7 and 8).  

For teaching the quatrain, I will take a little different approach. Since the quatrain is only limited by the number of lines (4) and the rhyme scheme, I want to differentiate it from the haiku, cinquain and diamante, which are limited by the number of lines, amount of syllables or words in each line, and even their subject. Also, many popular songs have quatrains with rhyme scheme in them, and I want to use those songs in order to make poetry more relatable to my students’ lives. For lessons 9, 10 and 11, I will focus on using popular songs to help students identify rhyme scheme and elements of figurative language. I will then allow students time in class to write their own quatrain, in which they will label the rhyme scheme and use at least one element of figurative language. This quatrain, unlike the other poems, will be formally assessed as part of their final test grade.
Knowledge:

Students will need to know:
· Haiku- definition, form and examples.
· Cinquain- definition, form and examples.

· Diamante- definition, form and examples.
· Quatrain- definition, form and examples.

· Figures of Speech

· Parts of Speech

· Synonyms and antonyms

Skills:

Students will develop skills of:

· Reading and analyzing poetry.
· Inference.

· Using voice within a piece of written work.

Unit Assessment Evidence:

· Students will submit a finished piece of poetry after 2-3 lessons on that poetic genre. These pieces will be collected and recorded in their writing folder.
· Final test composed of 4 sections. The first section will be matching, students will have to differentiate between the 4 different types of poetry. The second section will involve labeling the rhyme scheme in a given quatrain. The third section gives students a poem, and they must name the type of poem it is and at least one element of figurative language. Finally, the fourth section is the quatrain the students wrote in class and will be graded based on the rhyme scheme labeled and the element of figurative language highlighted.

