Liberal Learning Program Council  
Approval Process for Liberal Learning Designations

1. List of courses with descriptions: A department, school, or program may submit a list of courses with catalog descriptions for approval.  This is usually done when the department, school, or program is closely aligned with the designation at issue (for instance, the History Department and the “social change in historical perspective” designation or Women and Gender Studies and the “gender” designation).

2. Cover document, written rationale, and syllabus: The Liberal Learning Program Council will request and examine the course Cover Document and Syllabus in cases where a department, school, or program is not obviously aligned with a liberal learning category, or whenever the Council feels the course description alone does not provide sufficient material.  The course Cover Document must include a written rationale detailing how the course satisfies the requested designation’s goals and outcomes (as outlined in the College’s liberal learning documents).  The Check List provided below should be used as a guide.

3. Advisory procedures: During the approval or appeal process the Council may seek advice and recommendations from stakeholders, experts, or advisory panels.

4. Decisions: The Council will provide written notification of its decisions, including details of the grounds on which decisions were based, to all relevant parties.  

5. Appeals: Decisions on liberal learning designations may be appealed by contacting the Council and submitting a written argument that the course in question does or does not effectively address the relevant designation’s goals and outcomes.  Appeals may be filed by those whose courses have been turned down for liberal learning designation or they may be filed by other members of the College community who believe a course has been erroneously granted a liberal learning designation.

6. Review: The Liberal Learning Program Council will provide for periodic review and assessment of all courses, programs, and equivalent experiences granted liberal learning designation to assure that they continue to satisfy the relevant learning goals and outcomes.  
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Liberal Learning Program Council

Checklist for Courses Seeking Liberal Learning Designations

1. Liberal Learning Category (please indicate on your Cover Sheet)

Domain (must indicate one):

Literary, Visual, and Performing Arts

World Views and Ways of Knowing

Behavioral, Social, and Cultural Perspectives

Social Change in Historical Perspectives

Quantitative Reasoning

Natural Science (indicate if the course has a full laboratory experience)

Civic Responsibilities (may indicate none, one, or two):

Race and Ethnicity

Gender

Global

Community Engaged Learning

2. In narrative form, please provide a rationale indicating how specific learning activities on your syllabus help students realize the particular Liberal Learning goals and outcomes for the category or categories you indicate above (please include as part of your cover sheet).

3. Provide a full syllabus for the course including all required and recommended readings and all written assignments.

4. Provide full citations for all course readings.

5. For courses offered in languages other than English, provide translations where applicable.

