How do we go from knowing nothing about a topic, to knowing something?

In the beginning there is a word. Search the word in book, journal, and magazine databases that you have access to. 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

From the word comes other words. As you learn more and orient yourself to the topic, pick up and collect other words, concepts, related terms, broader terms, narrower terms, names of people and places. Write these words down. Note variant spellings. Play with your topic. Be creative and loose with your notion of what the topic is as it morphs into a new topic or a facet of the original topic.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

And the word becomes controlled vocabulary. List Library of Congress Subject Headings and Database Descriptors.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Perform keyword searches with boolean operators and truncation. Perform subject searches with controlled vocabulary. Begin to develop a point of view or focus on a facet of the topic.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is the shape of the literature on this topic?
Books

______________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Journal Articles

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Popular Magazine Articles

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Primary Sources

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Web sites

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

