
DICTIONARIES & ENCYCLOPEDIAS  
The African American Almanac.  Detroit: Gale Research, 1994. Ref. E184.A37 1994   
 
African American Encyclopedia.  New York: Marshall Cavendish, 1993. Ref. E185.A253 1993  
 
Afro-American Encyclopedia.  North Miami, FL: Educational Book Publishers, 1974. 10 vols.  
TCNJ has Vols. 2-10.  Ref. E185.A28  

Comprehensive, with many long articles on individuals, organizations, laws, states, 
countries, and court cases. 

 
Diagram Group.  African History on File.  New York: Facts on File, 1993. 6 vols. Ref. 
DT20.A6194 1994  
 
Low, W. Augustus.  Encyclopedia of Black America.  New York: McGraw-Hill, 1981. Ref. 
E185.E55 

Contains lengthy articles on individuals, as well as subjects such as education, 
history, religion, slavery, and sports. Many illustrations.  

 
Miller, Randall M. and John D. Smith.  Dictionary of Afro-American Slavery. Westport, CT: 
Praeger, 1997. Ref. E441.D53 1997  

Long detailed articles about all aspects of slavery in America.  Articles on cities and 
states, individuals, laws, African backgrounds, children, religion  travel accounts, etc.  
Chronology included. 

 
Murphy, Larry G. ed.  Encyclopedia of African American Religions.  New York: Garland, 1993. 
Ref. BR563.N4.E53 1993  
 
Ploski, Harry A. and James Williams. The Negro Almanac: A Reference Work on the African 
American.  Fifth ed. Detroit: Gale,1989. Ref. E185.N385 1989  

Combines historical articles, biographical articles, and statistical tables about Blacks 
in America.  Excellent photographic material. 

 
Salzman, Jack, et al. Encyclopedia of African American Culture and History. New York: 
Macmillian, 1995. Ref. E185.E54 1995  
 
Smythe, Mabel M. The Black American Reference Book.  Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, 
1976. Ref. E185.D25 1976 

Long articles on major subjects, such as religion, prejudice, politics, theater, 
literature, music, art, the armed forces, and sports.   

 
Statistical Record of Black Americans.  2nd ed.  Detroit: Gale Research, 1993.  Ref. E185.5 .S7  
 
ATLASES  
Asante, Molefi and Mark Mattson.  Historical and Cultural Atlas of African Americans. New 
York: Macmillan, 1991. Ref. E185.A8 1991 

Combination of maps, photographs, charts and narrative information on African 
Americans. Includes a chronology at end.  

 
 
DIRECTORIES 



Black Americans Information Directory.  3rd ed.  Detroit: Gale Research, 1994/95. Ref. 
E185.5.B513   
 
Black Elected Officials; A National Register.  Washington: Joint Center for Political Studies 
Press, 1985. Ref. E185.615.N29  

For each state gives a summary of officials at various levels, plus names of Black 
elected officials. 

 
BIBLIOGRAPHIES  
Abajian, James de T.  Blacks and Their Contributions to the American West.  Boston: Hall, 
1974.  Ref. E185.A22 1974  

A classified index of materials relating to the role Blacks have played in western 
United States. In many cases location of item is given.   

 
Brignano, Russell C.  Black Americans in Autobiography: An Annotated Bibliography of 
Autobiographies and Autobiographical Books Written Since the Civil War.  Revised ed.  
Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 1974. Ref. E185.96.B81 1974  

Brief descriptions of books of autobiography. Also includes locations for many of the 
books. 

 
Fairbanks, Carol and Eugene Engeldinger.  Black American Fiction: A Bibliography.  Metuchen, 
NJ: Scarecrow Press, 1978. Ref.PS374.N4 F3 1978  

Useful bibliography of fictional writers, their works, and criticism that has been 
published of their works.  Also includes a general bibliography. 

 
French, William P, et al.  Afro-American Poetry and Drama, 1760-1975.  Boston: Gale 
Research, 1979.  Ref. PS153.N5 A3 1979 

Attempts to include all poets and dramatists who have published in books and 
pamphlets.  Many of the plays are briefly described.  Subject index.    

 
Glenn, Robert W.  Black Rhetoric: A Guide to Afro-American Communication.  Metuchen, NJ: 
Scarecrow Press, 1976. Ref. E185.G54 1976  
 An index to speeches and essays which have been published in anthologies. 
 
Kallenbach, Jessamine S.  Index to Black American Literary Anthologies.  Boston: G.K. Hall, 
1979. Ref. PS153.N5 K35 1979  

Designed to aid students in locating speeches (Malcolm X, M.L. King, etc.) or fiction 
(Richard Wright or Toni Morrison, etc.) which have been published in anthologies. 

 
A Bibliographical Guide to African-American Women Writers.  Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 
1993. Ref. PS153.N5 J67 1993  
 
Matthews, Geraldine O.  Black American Writers, 1773-1949; A Bibliography and Union List.  
Boston: G.K. Hall, 1975.  

Lists about 1600 Black authors and their publications. Ref. E185.M3  
 
Salem, Dorothy C.   African American Women: A Biographical Dictionary.  New York: Garland, 
1993. Ref. E185.96.A45 1993  
 



Stevenson, Rosemary M.   Index to Afro-American Reference Resources.  Westport, CT: 
Greenwood Pr, 1988. Ref. E185.S73 1988  

This work analyzes by subject books that contain information about the Black 
experience throughout America.   

 
GENERAL 
Black Biography, 1790-1950.  Alexandria, VA: Chadwyck-Healey, 1991. Ref. E185.96.B5 1990   
 
Logan, Rayford and Michael Winston.  Dictionary of American Negro Biography.  New York: 
Norton, 1982. Ref. E185.96.L6 1982 

Long biographical articles on notable Blacks, all of whom were deceased by 1970.  
Some articles include References to books and articles for further information.  

 
 
Smith, Jessie C.  Notable Black American Women.  Detroit: Gale, 1992, 1996. Ref. 
E185.96.N68   
 
Who's Who Among Black Americans.  5th ed.  Lake Forest, IL: Educational Communications, 
1988. Ref. E185.96.W52   

Approximately 15,000 Black Americans from all walks of life.  Fairly short sketches, 
emphasizing educational background and positions held. 

 
ART 
Igoe, James.  250 Years of Afro-American Art: An Annotated Bibliography. New York: Bowker, 
1981. Ref. N6538.N5I3 1981 

Although basically a bibliography, it is very useful for identifying artists and where 
their work has been published.  

 
Lewis, Samella S.  Art: African American.  New York: Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovitch, 1978. 
N6538.N5L39 

Excellent history of the development of African American art, many illustrations of 
works of art.  

 
FILM 
Bogle, Donald.  Blacks in American Film and Television: An Encyclopedia.  New York: Garland, 
1988.  Ref. PN1995.9.N4 B58 1988  

Critically examines films in which Blacks have performed. 
 
Klotman, Phyllis.  Frame by Frame -- A Black Filmography.  Bloomington: Indiana University 
Press, 1979, 1997. PN1995.9.N4 K57 

Briefly describes plot of films, usually not critically.  Index of Black performers. Ref.  
 
LITERATURE 
Baechler, Lea & W.  African American Writers.  New York: Scribners, 1991. Ref. PS153.N5 
A344 1991  
 
Dictionary of Literary Biography. Detroit: Gale Research, 1978-.   
Vol. 33. Afro-American Fiction Writers After 1955.  
Vol. 38. Afro-AmericanWriters After 1955: Dramatists and Prose Writers.  
Vol. 41. Afro-American Poets Since 1955.  



Vol. 50. Afro-American Writers Before the Harlem Renaissance.  
Vol. 51. Afro-American Writers From the Harlem Renaissance to 1940.  
Vol. 76. Afro-American Writers, 1940-1955.   
Vol. 82. Chicano Writers.  
Vols. 117,125, & 157, Twentieth Century Caribbean and Black Writers.  Ref. PS 129.D47  
 
Draper, James P. ed.  Black Literature Criticism: Excerpts from Criticism of the Most 
Significant Works of Black Authors over the Past 200 Years.  Detroit: Gale Research, 1992. 
Ref. PS153.N5B556 1992  
 
Modern African American Writers.  New York: Facts on File, 1993. Ref. PS374.N4 M6 1993  
 
Page, James A.  Selected Black American, African, and Caribbean Authors: A Bio-Bibliography.  
Littleton: Libraries Unlimited, 1985. Ref.153.N5.P34 1985 

Almost 500 published Black authors from 18th century to the present are included, 
many with photographs.  Title and subject indexes. 

 
Peterson, Bernard L.  Contemporary Black American Playwrights and Their Plays. Westport, 
CT: Greenwood Pr., 1988. Ref. PS153.N5 P43 1988 

Information on over 700 contemporary Black dramatists; entries include plays, and 
any collections in which the plays appear.  Has a bibliography of important sources 
useful in studying drama by Blacks.  Indexing by title and names.  

 
Peterson, Bernard L.  Early Black American Playwrights and Dramatic Writers. Westport, CT: 
Greenwood Pr., 1990. Ref. PS153.N5 P44 1990 

Biographical directory of 218 Black playwrights who wrote and produced plays prior to 
the middle of this century.  In addition to a bibliography of sources it has a directory 
of Black American theater organizations.  

 
Popkin, Michael, ed. Modern Black Writers.  New York: Ungar, 1978. Ref. PN841.M58   
 
Ross, L. E. and R. E. Randolph.  Harlem Renaissance And Beyond: Literary Biographies of 100 
American Black Women Writers, 1900-1945.  Boston: G.K. Hall, 1990. Ref. PS153.N5 R65 1990  
 
Shockley, Ann Allen and Sue P. Chandler.  Living Black American Authors.  New York: Bowker, 
1973. Ref . PS153.N5 S5 

A directory of published authors, living at the time of publication. Very useful in 
identifying lesser known authors.  Separate title index. List of Black publishers, 
although the information is now dated.  

 
MUSIC  
Feather, Leonard and Ira Gitler.  Encyclopedia of Jazz in the Seventies.  New York: Horizon 
Press, 1976. Music Ref. ML105.F36 

Fairly short biographical sketches of jazz musicians active during the period. 
Photographs in separate sections.  

 
Harris, Sheldon.  Blues Who's Who.  New Rochelle, NY: Arlington House, 1979. Music Ref . 
ML102.B6 H3 

Almost 600 biographical sketches of individuals who worked from 1900 to 1977.  
Indexes to films, radio and television shows, songs, and names.  



 
Southern, Eileen.  Biographical Dictionary of Afro-American and African Musicians.  Westport, 
CT: 1982.  Music Ref. ML105.S67  

Fairly lengthy sketches of over 1500 musicians of African descent, both living and 
dead.  Additional sources of information are frequently given.   

  
HISTORICAL SETS 
Black Women in United States History.  16 vols.  Brooklyn: Carlson, 1990. E185.86.B543 1990 

Consists of reprints of periodical articles grouped around major subjects.   
 
 
JOURNAL SUBSCRIPTIONS  
African American Review, 1992-   
Africa Arts, 1973-   
Black Collegian, 1974-   
Black Congressional Monitor, 1979-   
Black Scholar, 1969-   
Ebony, 1945-   
Essence, 1970-   
International Review of African Art, 1995-   
Jet, 1970-   
Journal of African History, 1960-   
Journal of Black Studies, 1970-   
Journal of Modern African Studies, 1963-   
Journal of Negro Education, 1932-   
Negro Journal of History, 1916-   
Negro History Bulletin, 1972-   
Phylon, 1940-   
West Africa, current 3 years   
Also available to TCNJ students on Ebscohost:  
Africa Report, 1994-   
Crisis, 1995-  
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