 Sponsorship Proposal
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Dear Potential Sponsor:

The College of New Jersey Mini Baja Team is currently requesting support from companies such as your own to help us have a successful 2010 – 2011 season.  We hope to continue the tradition of success that previous teams have experienced at SAE Mini Baja competitions.  To help us achieve our goals, we are asking for your assistance in developing our project.  We have provided you with this Sponsorship Proposal to inform you about our school, our team, and the competition.  Your contributions will greatly benefit the progress of our team, and hopefully provide a beneficial addition to your company.  We are extremely appreciative in advance for any assistance your company can provide.  


Thank you for your time, 
The College of New Jersey SAE Mini Baja Team
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About The College of New Jersey

The College of New Jersey, formerly known as Trenton State College, is situated on 289 tree-lined acres in suburban Ewing, New Jersey.  The college, which offers degrees ranging from Engineering to English, has an enrollment of just under 7,000 graduate and undergraduate students.  The school provides a highly competitive academic curriculum, while also providing students with extracurricular activities such as NCAA Division III Athletics and over 150 clubs and organizations.

What is Mini-Baja?
Mini-Baja is an intercollegiate competition pitting the best engineers of each school against one another in a multi-faceted design challenge. The Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) has hosted the competition since 1976, with three events held each year in North America. The goal of the competition is for students to design, build, finance, and race a single person, all-terrain vehicle. The competition poses real-world design, marketing, and management challenges, and serves as the team members’ senior projects, preparing students for a career in engineering. 
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What are the competition challenges?
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Before the event, each team submits design and cost reports to SAE officials. The design reports are judged on originality and innovation, particularly on improvements to previously entered cars. In addition, the quality of engineering design is judged for the: suspension and brake system, power train, structural design, craftsmanship, operator comfort, feasibility for mass production, serviceability, and flotation and water propulsion. The cost reports are judged on prototype cost, manufacturing cost, documentation, and an optional overview. SAE officials in addition look for optimization of cost on this report. 

After the reports are submitted, the cars are subjected to a plethora of tests designed to push the vehicles to their limit. The cars are first thoroughly inspected for safety concerns, and then are evaluated in a number of qualifying tests. These tests include: top speed, acceleration, braking, lane maneuverability, water maneuverability, tractor pull, hill climb, mud bog, rock crawl and suspension. 

The centerpiece of the competition is the four hour endurance race. The cars race on the rough-terrain of the endurance track, competing to see who can complete the most laps in four hours, or to simply see how long the cars can last. It is therefore important to have a car built long before the competition, to completely tweak the components and prevent any part failures. 

[image: image5.jpg]




Where are the competitions?
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Each year, the SAE hosts three mini-baja competitions in North America. The locations of the competitions change annually, and play an integral role in the design of the vehicle. Each race presents a unique set of challenges. Cars that compete in the eastern competition must traverse water, requiring not only ability to float, but also to propel through a stretch of water over thirty feet deep and hundreds of feet in length. Last year, TCNJ competed in a competition at Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT). The team requires assistance to cover transportation, accommodations, and registration fees. 
This year’s competition is located at University of Alabama (UAB).
Why sponsor TCNJ? 
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As if the challenges of simply competing in the Mini-Baja competition were not enough, TCNJ in particular faces many challenges that bigger schools do not. The only funding we are provided by both the school and competition is the 10 hp Briggs + Stratton engine required for the race. Many other major universities have over 50,000 students with 100 person Baja teams and thousands of dollars in school and corporate funding for the event. Out of the 7000 undergraduate students on the TCNJ campus, a modest 5 members race. Even so, TCNJ consistently places in the top 50% of all competitors, with highlights such as 1st overall in 1991 and 2nd overall in 2002 (out of roughly 200 competitors) , and outperforming schools such as Johns Hopkins, Bucknell and Auburn. 

How Your Donation Will Help

The cost of designing, building, and transporting a competitive Mini-Baja vehicle is rather high, and it is only through generous monetary and part donations that we can keep our program competitive. The following is an approximated cost breakdown for the 2010-2011 TCNJ Racing season.  If you feel your company can help with any of the itemized expenses, please contact us. 
Frame:



Tubing $700

[image: image8.png]Welght: 475 lbs

Max Speed
Lang:
Water:

Helght:
Width 55°
Length:

Transmission:

Five speed Manual
with reverse and manual clutch

Frame:

Suspensian Travel:
Front: Bur
Rear. Bu

Tuming Radius:
i

Rack and Pinion

Steering

Design Brochure for the 2006 Junior Lion Mini Baja Vehicle







Paneling: $250





Other Hardware: $250





Sub Total: $1200

Front Suspension:

Shocks: $600
Gear Box: $220

Heim Joints: $208

Other Hardware: $172

Sub Total: $1,200

Rear Suspension:
 
Sway Bar $400

Heim Joints: $200

Steel Tubing: $100

Other Hardware: $150

Sub Total: $850

Transmission:


Shift Rails: $250





Dog Collars: $200
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Motor: $150

Other Hardware:$530

Sub Total: $2130

Flotation:


Celluplank $300

Herculiner $100

Other Hardware: $400 

Sub Total: $800

Transportation:

Registration: $1000
Truck Rental: $450

Hotel: $1000

Gasoline/Misc: $350

Sub Total: $2,800

Estimated Total Cost: $8,980
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If you have any questions, or would like additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me, Rachael Werner, via e-mail or by calling (908) 507 - 6933.  You can also visit our web-site (2011 info up shortly) or the SAE site:

http://www.tcnj.edu/~minibaja/index.html
http://students.sae.org/competitions/bajasae/
Any checks should be written to “TCNJ Baja Team” 

Parts/Checks can be mailed to:

Attention: TCNJ BAJA Team

 The College of New Jersey

 Armstrong Hall 

2000 Pennington Road

Ewing, NJ 08628

Team Members
Robert Allsop

Captain/Designer
allsop2@tcnj.edu
Rachael Werner
Manager/Designer
werner7@tcnj.edu
David Casas

Designer

casas2@tcnj.edu
Peter Goldsmith
Designer

goldsmi6@tcnj.edu
Shawn Kircher
Designer

kircher2@tcnj.edu
Prof. Sepahpour
Advisor

sepahpou@tcnj.edu
Dr. Shou Rei Chang
Advisor

srchang@tcnj.edu

The team looks forward to a winning relationship with your company.  
Thank you in advance for your kind consideration and generosity!
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