HTML Basics, Part II

I. Creating Ordered Lists

In HTML, you can create plain, numbered, bulleted lists as well as lists of definitions.  You can also nest one kind of list inside the other.  Lists use principle code designating the type of list plus a secondary code specifying the items in that list.

<OL type=”A/a/I/I/1” start=”n”></OL>

A = capital letters; 

a = lower case letters; 

I = capital Roman letters; 

i = lower case Roman letters; 

1 = numbers

Start=the intial value you will  use to begin the list – to use if you’d like to start with a value further down the line than 1, for instance.  START is always specified numerically and is converted automatically to the type of symbol specified by the TYPE.

<LI>

for each line in your list, begin with the <LI> tag.  There is no closing tag for <LI>.  Simply list your items, each beginning with this tag and then close your entire list with </OL>
II. Creating Unordered Lists

<UL type=”disc/circle/square></UL>

type=the kind of bullet that will designate each item in you unordered list.  The disc is solid, the circle, empty and the square is empty.

<LI>

Again, for each line in you list, begin with the <LI> tag.  There is no closing tag for <LI>.  Simply list your items, each beginning with this tag and then close your entire list with </UL>.
III. Creating Definition Lists

Beginning with the <DL> tag.  Follow it with the <DT> tag.  Then, type the phrase you are defining.  Follow this term with the <DD> tag and then the definition.  Repeat these steps for each defined term.  Close your definition List the </DL> tag.

IV. Creating Nested Lists

You can insert one type of list into another.  This is called nesting and creates several levels of items and works quite well for Outlines, Table of Contents and Site Maps.  Be sure to open and close <ol></ol> or <ul></ul> the inserted lists properly.  It is helpful to use tabs in writing the HTML to distinguish the inserted list from the outer list.  Note that the numbering for nested ordered lists starts at one, unless you designate otherwise.  For unordered nested lists, solid round bullets are used on the first level, then empty round bullets and then square – unless you use TYPE tag to specify the bullet type you would like to use.

V. Creating Horizontal Rules

<HR> is a simple tag which can be manipulated in a number of ways.

<HR size=n/ width=n align=left/right/center noshade> with no closing tag.

Size is the rule’s height in pixels

Width is the rule’s width in pixels or as a percentage of the document’s width

Noshade will create a black, rather than an embossed rule

VI. Basic Hyperlinking Between Documents

<a href=”url.html”>clickable text</a> linking to files within the same directory/folder.

<a href=”foldername/url.html”> clickable text </a> linking to a file contained in a directory in the same folder, going down a level.

<a href=”../foldername/url.html”> clickable text </a> linking to a file in a separate folder.  Going up, out of your current folder and down into different one.

VII. Hyperlinking Continued

Linking to another web site: <a href=”http://www.site.com”>clickable text</a>
Linking to an ftp site: <a href=”ftp://ftp.site.com/directory/filename”></a> for an anonymous FTP site: <a href=”ftp://yourusername:password@ftp.site.com/directory”></a> for an ftp site with a user id and password

Linking to a newsgroup: <a href=”newsgroup”></a>
Linking to e-mail: <a href=”mailto:name@site.com”></a>
Targeting specific windows: <a href=”http://www.site.com” target=title> clickable text</a> where the title is the name of a specific window.

Creating an anchor will allow you to link to a specific part of the page, rather than just to the top.  Locate the part of the page you wish to link to – and type <a name=”anchor name”> word or image to be lined to </a>.  Then your link to this location will look like this: <a href=”url.html#anchor name>clickable text </a> there should be no space between the url address and the # symbol.

VIII. Inserting Images into Your Document

<img src=”imagelocation/imagename.gif/jpg.png width=”n” height=”n” border=”n” lowsrc=”imagelocation/imagename.gif/jpg/png ALT=”substitute text”>

src=image location and image name

width=in pixels, allows the page to load faster

height=in pixels, allows the page to load faster

border=to designate thickness of your border when ti is linked

lowsrc=low resolution version of you image which will load first, same size as your original

ALT=text to describe you image for the vision impaired or browser which don’t display images

To use an image as a button: <a href=”url.html”><img src=”image.gif”></a>
IX. Text Wrapping

<img src=”image.gif” align=”left/right”> followed by text 

will align the image to the left or right in relation to the text which will flow in a column on the opposite side of the page and then underneath the image if necessary.

The images are place directly before the text to be wrapped around it.

To wrap text between two imagesL

<img src=”right.gif”> followed by text to flow to the left of that image

<img src=”left.gif”>

To stop text wrap place the cursor where you wan to stop wrapping text to the side of the image and use:

<br clear=”left”> to stop flowing text until there are no more images aligned on the left

<br clear=”right”> to stop flowing text until there are no more images aligned on the right.

<br clear=”all”> to stop flowing text until there are no more images on either margin.

X. Aligning Images and Text

<img src=”image.gif” align=”texttop/top/middle/absmiddle/bottom/absbottom>

texttop=aligns text with the highest text in the line

top=aligns text with the highest element in the line

middle=aligns the middle of th eimage with the baseline 

absmiddle=aligns the middle of the image with the middle of the largest item

bottom=aligns the bottom of the image with the bottom of the text

absbottom=aligns the bottom of the image with the bottom of the largest item

XI. Adding Space Aroung an Image

<img src=”image.gif” hspace=”n” vspace=”n”>

hspace=horizontal space around theimage in pixels

vspace=vertical space around the image in pixels

Tables

Collection of numbers and words which are arranged and related in rows and columns of cells.

Table Tags:

<table></table> for the table

<tr></tr> for table rows

<th></th> for table header cells

<td></td> for table data cells

<caption></caption> for table captions

Simple Table Code

<table>

<tr>
<td>cell one</td>
<td>cell two</td>
<td>cell three</td>
</tr>

<tr>

<td>cell four</td>

<td>cell five</td>

<td>cell six</td>

</tr>

</table>
Table Rows

<table><tr></tr></table> You create table rows inside the table tags and then table cells inside the row tags: <table><tr><td>cell content</td></tr></table>
<tr>attributes

<tr

align=”left/right/center

valign=”top/bottom/baseline”

bgcolor=”#rrggbb” (hex code)

border color=”#rrggbb”

bordercolorlight=”#rrggbb”

bordercolordark=”#rrggbb”

nowrap>
These attributes affects the content of all the cells in the row.  Values in the <tr> tags override those in the <table> tag.  Likewise <tr> values can be overridden in the <td> tag values.  You can also override these attributes in individual cells.  The baseline attribute aligns data cell contents with the baseline of the top line of text in adjoining cells.

Table Headers and Table Data

<th> table header and <td> table data tags are placed inside the table tags and bracket your designated content.  The attributes of these tags tell the browser how to arrange the content within each individual cell.  These attributes can override both the <table> and <tr>attributes.

<td> attributes

<td

align=”left/right/center

valign=”top/bottom/baseline”

bgcolor=”#rrggbb” (hex code)

border color=”#rrggbb”

bordercolorlight=”#rrggbb”

bordercolordark=”#rrggbb”

nowrap

colspan=”n”

rowspan=”n”

width=”n” or n%

height=”n” or n%

Alignment

Tables are rectangular objects which are aligned on the page relative to the alignment of the current text flow.  You can <div align=”center”></div> for instance.

Table Width and Height

<table width=”n” height=”n”> sets the measurement of the table in pixels ro percentages of the screen size.  This may be overridden if cell content is too large.

Cell Spacing Attribute

<table cellspacing=”n”> designates the spacing between cells in pixel numbers the default is 2 pixels

Cell Padding Attribute

<table cellpadding=”n”> designates the padding around all four sides off the contents of the cell in pixels.  By default, it’s one pixel.

Bgcolor and Background Attributes:

<table bgcolor=”#rrggbb”> will set the table’s bg color different that that of the web page.

<table background=”image.gif”> will set the table’s bg image, although it looks slightly different in Netscape when compared to IE.

IE support for border color:

<table border color=”#rrggbb” bordercolorlight=”#rrggbb” bordercolordark=”#rrggbb”> to set 3D appearance of table borders.

Border Frame and Rules Attributes:

<table border=”n”> sets the thickness of the table and cell borders in pixels

<table frame=”above/below/lhs/rhs/hsides/vsides> works only in IE, drawing designates lines on the various sides of a table.

Cols Attribute

<table cols=”n”> tells the browser how many columns to expect and aids in loading time off especially long tables.

Hspace and Vspace attributes

<table hspace=”n”> designates breathing space around the table on its sides in pixel measurements

<table vspace=”n”> designates breathing space on the top and bottom of a table in pixel measurements.

Default Vertical Alignment for Table contents

<table valign=”top/bottom”> in IE only will set the vertical alignment within all the tables cells.

<caption> tag puts a caption above or below the table, kind of like the title of the table

<caption align=”right/left” v align=”top/bottom/baseline>

Image and Text Layout with Tables created with HTML

If you create HTML tables and use them as you would the grids in page layout program such as Pagemaker or Quark, you may create some nice arrangements of text and images.

