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Chapter 1

Mobility & Community Form: An Introduction

The pattern of roadways and land uses in a community can facilitate or discourage many kinds of activities. Source: Ian Lockwood

Transportation is intimately connected to the quality of life in New Jersey’s cities
and towns, villages and hamlets, and sprawling suburbs. Facilities such as
streets and parking help knit places together, while others form barriers.
Frequently, transportation occupies a large portion of the community’s land.
Some travel ways are easy to navigate, attractive, and safe; others are oppressive
or confusing. Although we take it for granted – as an unchangeable fact of life –
transportation is really a series of choices that shape many of the habits of daily
life, often in subtle ways. It occupies significant amounts of people’s time – time
that could be enjoyable, but is often dull, frustrating or anxiety-producing
instead.


