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“Streets are more than public utilities…more than linear
physical spaces that permit people to get from here to
there…Streets moderate the form and comfort of urban
communities.” –Allan Jacobs

Chapter 2

Pattern 1: Circulation

The Circulation pattern, as its name implies, is a cornerstone of mobility-friendly community planning. The pattern principles
are designed to yield safe, comfortable personal mobility for people of all ages and abilities, as well as efficient transit and freight
circulation. Streets and intersections designed according to this pattern knit together rather than dividing communities. Streets
and sidewalks are designed for walking, and often serve as public gathering places in their own right.

Street systems have a pervasive influence on how a community functions. They tend to shape local land use patterns, the form
of the various districts, the level of access that can be provided to destinations, and the design and function of individual places.
The influence of street systems on urban form predates the automobile era; many New Jersey communities show the continuing
influence of cartways and Native American trail systems.




