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Pattern 2: Shopping Streets

“Encourage the gradual formation of a
promenade at the heart of every
community, linking the main activity
nodes…Put main points of attraction at
the two ends, to keep a constant
movement up and down.”

– Christopher Alexander

Shopping Streets are a special part of a mobility-friendly town or city. Whether a lone Main Street or part of a more extensive
central business district, a shopping street is often the liveliest public space to be found in a community. The pedestrian-
oriented shopping street is an ancient, worldwide community form that maintains its relevance for New Jersey municipalities
today. Often serving as the heart of a community, it is more than a travel way or collection of stores – it is a place where people
are drawn to walk, shop, linger and meet friends and neighbors. Residents come often; visitors are drawn to return. People who
come to shop stay to talk, and vice versa. Such streets are also ideal locations for festivals and parades.


