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Pattern 5: Neighborhoods

“Lowly, unpurposeful and random as they may appear, sidewalk contacts are
the small change from which a city’s wealth of public life may grow.” –Jane
Jacobs

The neighborhood is a uniquely important element in a community’s form. As the place that links the community’s most
private spaces with the world outside, neighborhoods shape personal experiences, relationships, and community life in
profound ways. Seemingly small details, from parks to porches, may make the difference between neighbors who know each
other well and those who are neighbors in name only.

The physical form of a neighborhood is especially influential in determining tripmaking patterns. It sets the origin for numerous
daily household trips and often determines whether they can be made on foot, by bike, or by transit. It can provide an array of
nearby destinations—or hardly any. High speeds on local streets, as well as security concerns, can diminish pedestrian mobility




