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Pattern 6: Public Places

“The cities that we love so much today – Rome, Venice, Prague, St. Petersburg,
Charleston – also evince a coherence with respect to the appearance of buildings.
What is needed is a tool that allows us to analyze and prescribe this coherence."
– Dino Marcantonio, Univ. of Notre Dame

From the Highlands to the Pinelands, every New Jersey community is unique, shaped by a distinct sense of history and purpose
that has been cultivated over the decades by the people who call that place home. Yet in many places, recent building patterns
have transformed a diverse architectural, natural, and cultural landscape into a bland pattern of suburban sprawl with no
special character or sense of community. Creating distinctive public places, or reclaiming those that have been allowed to
languish, can do much to strengthen community character and identity.
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this chapter. (The illustration, of doorway surrounds, is not about architectural styles, but about scale and formality or
ornamentation.)

Thus, a main street in a town would likely be wider than surrounding local
streets, framed with more massive and perhaps more highly ornamented
buildings, and include the largest or most formal plaza or monument as a
focal element. Similarly, the central place of a hamlet might consist of a fully
improved intersection (curbs, sidewalk) with a four-way stop, framed by
small commercial buildings set at or near the street property lines.

A clock and small plaza form the centerpiece of a
small village center.

Steps for the Foxtrot Weave
Enliven a sidewalk.


