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Pattern 7: Natural Environment

“The landscape features of the city: the vegetation or the water, were often
noted with care and with pleasure…[People] were sharply aware of the few
green oases in their surroundings.”
Kevin Lynch, The Image of the City

Achieving a sense of connection with nature is important to most individuals, and hence to communities. New Jersey residents
are fortunate to have numerous forested areas, rivers and streams, and the Atlantic coastline close at hand, despite the intense
development of much of the state. Local planning for natural resources, open space, and conservation is often done through
Master Plan elements such as an Open Space, Conservation, or Recreation plan. However, the Land Use and Circulation
Elements also play a role in defining and providing access to these destinations. Local planning can also help address the
environmental impacts of transportation systems—which are often extensive—through sensitive design of facilities and
consideration for wildlife habitats.
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This composite boardwalk provides an
environmentally-sensitive, safe,
enjoyable place from which residents
and visitors can enjoy views of the
ocean, dunes, and wildlife at the Jersey
Shore.

Greenways are corridors of protected open space managed for conservation and recreation purposes that often follows natural
land or water features. Greenways often provide the opportunity to bicycle through open space, forested areas, or wildlife
preserves. They may incorporate local parks, historic sites, nature centers, or bird-watching areas. Local governments are
encouraged to participate in the numerous regional trail projects underway in New Jersey, working with neighboring
communities, county governments and other trail sponsors.

The Circulation Element can be used to identify a future network of trail facilities, as
the City of Bordentown did in a recent update. Improving local connections to
established regional greenways and trails, such as the Delaware and Raritan Canal
towpath (a part of the East Coast Greenway), is another strategy for expanding local
opportunities for natural recreation. Rail-to-trail conversions of abandoned railroad
rights of way are another important opportunity. From the perspective of
transportation access, it is important that bike trails and greenways connect with
routine travel destinations, such as neighborhoods, schools, parks, business centers,
shopping areas, and transit stops.

The South Mountain Reservation, a
remarkable Olmsted-designed nature
preserve in densely populated Essex County,
is difficult to reach by bicycle; past planning
has emphasized auto access.


