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Chapter 5

The Bigger Picture

“Cities have the capability of providing something for everybody,
only because and only when, they are created by everybody.” – Jane
Jacobs

This guide has emphasized local planning to foster mobility and community
quality of life through attention to the interaction of transportation and land use
at a relatively fine grain. The patterns and principles presented in the guide call
for careful investigation of how neighborhoods, public spaces, and elements of
the circulation system—streets, sidewalks, paths, parking, and transit stops—
can work together to encourage lively communities, successful local economies,
and environmental quality. In this final chapter, attention turns from the local
to the regional and statewide perspective.

Effective planning for local mobility inevitably means looking beyond a town's
borders and considering not only local trips, but regional development patterns,
commuting trends, transit service, truck traffic, and other "big picture" issues.
These larger regional trends often set the broad context for municipal planning
decisions. In preparing the Circulation Element, attention to the regional
context and coordination with neighboring communities as well as county and
state agencies will increase the likelihood of attaining local goals.

The process of creating regional transportation facilities, such as extensions of
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the state's rail transit network, often demands an exceptional degree of coordination between jurisdictions. The same is true of
many road and bridge improvement projects. Airport expansions and new freight facilities, such as warehouses and truck
terminals, often affect the entire region, as do trends in truck traffic on the state's principal freight corridors.

In preparing the master plan, key partners may include county government, state agencies such as the NJDOT, NJ Transit, the
Office of Smart Growth, the appropriate Metropolitan Planning Organization, and special agencies such as the Highlands
Commission and Pinelands Commission for municipalities located in these areas. Local Transportation Management
Associations are another valuable partner in the planning process.

Partnering with NJDOT

NJDOT is keenly interested in working with municipalities to help bring about
greater integration of the state’s transportation infrastructure and local land use
patterns, and to promote the creation of distinctive, walkable environments.
NJDOT offers a variety of planning grants and local aid for capital
improvements that can be used toward this purpose. For instance, NJDOT
Bicycle and Pedestrian Planning Grants enable municipalities to develop
circulation plans for these non-motorized modes. Other programs include
support for Safe Routes to Schools, park-and-rides, access management
planning, local planning assistance grants, and the Transit Village Initiative,
which encourages transit oriented development around transit stations.

In addition to municipal grant programs, NJDOT is currently sponsoring more
than a dozen Integrated Land Use and Transportation Studies for state
highway corridors across the state. NJDOT is providing the participating
municipalities with tools for better integrating local land use and
transportation and helping to facilitate communication among neighboring
jurisdictions to develop a coordinated approach for each corridor. These
projects have generated new partnerships and incorporated numerous
innovative features in line with the philosophy of context-sensitive design.

As part of the Route 31 Land Use and
Transportation Plan, municipalities and state
agencies are working together to develop a
Framework Plan for this Hunterdon County area.
NJDOT and OSG are providing technical and
financial assistance to municipalities like Raritan
Township (pictured) to revise their Master Plan and
development plans.


