
The Modern Languages International Education 
Week Committee was very active this semester 
in the organization of the 2009 International 
Education Week. The event will have an over-
ŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳŜΥ ά.ƻǊŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ CǊƻƴǘƛŜǊǎΥ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜ 
ŀƴŘ tƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΦέ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ LƴǘŜǊπ
national Education Week, November 16th 
through 20th, 2009.  
 
The event calendar is still in flux, but we were 
fortunate enough to secure the presence of 
renowned Chinese author Li Yuyun, who will 
present a movie based on her latest novel. In-
vited guests also include David Edwards, an an-
thropologist and expert on Afghanistan who 

filmed a movie in the Central Asian region 
and will come to talk about the experience.  
Other planned events include student per-
formances, student and faculty panels on 
study and research abroad, and a student-
curated exhibit. 
 
Events will be sponsored by the Office of 
International and Off-Campus Programs, 
the Modern Languages and History Depart-
ments, and the International Studies Pro-
gram.  

 

Planning for International Education Week 2009 
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On April  18,  2009, two 
Spanish majors and one 
Spanish  major  graduate 
from our Department pre-
sented at the Northeast 
Conference on the Teach-
ing of Foreign Languages 
(NECTFL)  in  New  York 
along with Professor Tulia 
Jiménez-Vergara  and  Dr. 
David  M.  Stillman.  The 
topic of the presentation 
was The Impact of Peer 
Teaching at The College of 
New Jersey and dealt with 
the  personal,  academic, 
and professional growth of 
conversation hour leaders. 
The  students  presenting 
were Jessica Castro, Chris-
tine  Mohle  and  Leanne 

Spino. Funding for Christine 
Mohle and Leanne Spino was 
provided by the School of 
Culture and Society and 
funding for Jessica Castro 
was provided by the School 
of Education where Jessica is 
a graduate student in ESL. 
 
Professors Jiménez-Vergara 
and Stillman gave a brief 
introduction to TCNJ and to 
our conversation hour pro-
gram and then turned the 
podium over to the students. 
Each of the three spoke for 
about 8 minutes and dis-
cussed how their experience 
as conversation hour leaders  

guage teaching and is usually 
attended by over 2,000 profes-
sionals. Students did a profes-
sional presentation, had the 
chance to visit the exhibit hall 
where all the major foreign 
language publishers and or-
ganizations are represented, 
and meet educators from 
across the Northeastern United 
States. 

in language teaching and 
confidence in themselves as 
professionals. They also pre-
sented examples of some of 
their most successful conver-
sational activities. After the 
presentation the session was 
opened to questions from 
the attendees (almost all of 
them teachers and adminis-
trators) and our students 
fielded the questions most 
capably. 
 
This was a valuable profes-
sional experience for the 
students. NECTFL is the larg-
est of the yearly regional 
conferences on foreign lan-



TCNJ Students Visit Rutgers for a Class Project  by David M. Stillman 

On Wednesday, November 12, 2008 the 9 stu-
ŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ 5ǊΦ 5ŀǾƛŘ {ǘƛƭƭƳŀƴΩǎ LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
Romance Linguistics (MDL 220) visited the Spe-
cial Collections room of the Alexander Library at 
Rutgers in New Brunswick in order to consult 
one the great works of Linguistic Geography, 
the Sprach- und Sachatlas Italiens und der Süd-
schweiz (Language and Culture Atlas of Italy 
and South Switzerland). This monumental work 
records  over  2500  linguistic  items:  words, 
phrases, and sentences and plots each one on a 
map of Italy for each of the 350 cities, towns, 
and villages where data was gathered. The work 
consists of 8 huge volumes (in folio at Rutgers) 
plus an index of several hundred pages and a 
volume detailing the phonetic transcription and 
a brief sketch of each of the informants. Where 
possible, the pages of the atlas are illustrated 
with drawings of concrete items such as the 
cradle or the chair so that researchers can see 
exactly  what is meant by a particular word in a 
particular region.  
 
The data for the atlas was gathered in the 1920s 
and  the work was published from 1928 through 
1940. The Sprach- und Sachatlas Italiens und 
der Südschweiz and its supplementary volumes 
provides an unparalleled portrait of the lan-

guage, people and culture of Italy in 
the early 20th century. 
 
Students were given specific prob-
lems in linguistic geography to solve, 
problems  referenced  to  specific 
maps. The saw the patterns of distri-
bution of linguistic  forms across 
Italy, the influence of Greek in the 
southern dialects and of Spanish in 
Sardinian, the different vocabulary 
choices made by dialects as opposed 
to the standard language, how Tus-
can dialect features were usually 
accepted into  the standard even 
when other forms were more wide-
spread, etc. At the end of the atlas 
there are conjugation charts of com-
mon verbs in all of the localities and 
students had an opportunity to re-
flect  on  the  staggering  dialectal 
variation that characterizes Italy, at 
least traditionally. Dr. Simona Wright 
provided valuable insights about the 
dialects of the Veneto, her home 
region, and about the interplay of 
dialect and standard in modern Italy. 
 
This field trip would not have been 
possible without the hospitality of 
the staff of Special  
Collections at the  
Alexander Library.  
They welcomed our  
students warmly,  
provided a private  
room for us to work  
in, and had the  
relevant folios and  
supplemental  
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Student NECTFL presentations (continued) 
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This was the fifth presentation on conversation hours since the program 
was initiated. David Stillman  presented once at NECTFL, Tulia Jiménez-
Vergara and David Stillman presented jointly at NECTFL (twice, including 
ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴύ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ !/¢C[ ό!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
Teaching of Foreign Languages), and Dr. Simona Wright gave a presenta-
tion on our conversation hours at NEMLA (Northeast Modern Language 
Association). 
 

materials waiting for us on a cart. 
They also enabled David Stillman 
to spend two days in Special Col-
lections prior to the class visit in 
order to go over the folios to de-
velop exercises for the class.  
 
We spent over two hours poring 
over the maps and concluded the 
visit at the College Avenue Au Bon 
Pain, enticed perhaps not only by 
the prospect of lunch and coffee 
but also by the Romance language 
name of the establishment. 
 
 



During the Spring semester 2009, the 
Spanish club organized and promoted 
numerous activities both academic 
and community work.  The first activ-
ity was organized by Sumanya Narra 
which was a presentation by three 
Guest Speakers from the Office of 
Anti-Violence  Initiatives,  Womans-
pace, Inc., and Latinas Unidas.  It took 
place in Bliss 229 on April 8, 2009.   
 
The second activity, organized by both 
the Spanish Club and Sigma Delta Pi, 
was a panel discussion and the 
movie:Las 13 Rosas  (Spain).  Thanks 
to Dr. Marimar Huguet-Jerez, Dr. Luis 
Gabriel Stheeman, and Dr. Agustin 
Otero, for their presentations during 
the panel discussion. 
 
As part of the community work, the 
Spanish club worked in two projects. 
For the first, Ms. Narra organized a 
successful collection of items to be 
donated to Womanspace. This activity 
was also sponsored by Women and 
Gender Studies, and Upsilon Psi. 

Thanks to the incredible work done by 
Sumanya Narra with the assistance of 
WƻŜ 5Ω!ƴƴƛōŀƭŜΣ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ YǳŘǊŀƪΣ ŀƴŘ 
other members of the club, on April 14, 
2009, the Spanish Club was officially  
recognized and reinstated by the Stu-
dent Activities and Student Finance 
Board. 
 
The Spanish Club would like to thank Dr. 
Teresa San Pedro for providing the in-
formation and assisting us during the 
process of re-establishing the Spanish 
club.  
 
The Spanish Club executive board for 
the Spring 2009 is formed by: 
 
Sumanya Narra: President 
Eunice Cuyos: Exec. Vice-President 
Christine Buenafe: VP of Treasury 
Melissa Ross: VP of Fundraising 
Lauren Pannucci: VP of Communication 
LeAnne Spino: VP of Advertising 
WƻŜ 5Ω!ƴƴƛōŀƭŜΥ ±t ƻŦ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ 
Samantha Smith: Secretary 

The second project was a fundraiser to 
buy textbooks for a school in Par-
ramos, Guatemala.  We want to thank 
Dr. Deborah Compte for allowing the 
Spanish Club to work with the Par-
ramos Project, by promoting and col-
lecting donations to be sent to Guate-
mala this summer. 

Spanish Club activities: The Spanish Club was officially re-instated 

Chinese Club Activities 

Zhou Shaolou. He has played many 

leading roles in Beijing Opera Theater 

and has won many major awards in 

Beijing  Opera  competitions.  Since 

moving to the US, he has toured ex-

tensively throughout the country as a 

performing artist.  His acrobatic skills 

make him an extremely popular artist 

and the genuine ambassador of Bei-

jing Opera. 

Beijing Opera Master Actor Zhou 

Xinlai was invited to give a talk and 

performance of Beijing Opera on 

Monday, April 13, 2009. Master 

Zhou Xinlai is a third generation 

Beijing Opera actor specializing in 

male warrior roles. He was born in 

a renowned Beijing Opera family 

and was trained at young age under 

the mentorship of his father Master 
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Italian Program: Self-designed Majors  

Two Self-ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƳŀƧƻǊǎ ƛƴ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊΦ 9Ǌƛƴ IŀǊŘȅΩǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ ŀ {ŜƭŦ-
designed major in Italian and Linguistics with concentration in Education was approved on April 29th 
ǿƘƛƭŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛƴŀ 5ΩŀƳŀǘƻΩǎ {ŜƭŦ-designed major in Italian Culture and Linguistics was approved on April 
22nd.  


