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International Education Week 

  Last May, another 

group of students from 

the first year seminar on 

Mexico travelled to the 

Yucatan Peninsula to 

experience firsthand 

what they had been 

studying in the class-

room. Twenty-three par-

ticipants spent fifteen 

days in the tropical heat 

of the Yucatan Peninsula 

speaking Spanish and 

participating in a variety 

of activities and class 

trips. Participants visited 

the capital city of Mérida 

where they visited vari-

ous museums, tried new 

types of foods and ad-

justed to life in Mexico. 

They then left the capital 

and explored numerous 

other parts of the north-

ern Yucatan. They ex-

plored the world famous 

Mayan archeological 

sites of Uxmal, Chichén 

Itzá, and Ek-Balam and 

also explored, smaller, 

less commonly visited 

sites including Kabah, 

Sayil and Oxkintok. Stu-

dents also spent time 

fishing with local fisher-

men in the Gulf of Mex-

ico. Inland, the partici-

pants explored part of a 

vast cave system, experi-

enced bullfighting first-

hand and rappelled into 

an underground cistern 

known as a cenote to 

swim. 

 

Two of the participants 

offered the following 

reactions: 

 

  The part of the trip that 

I enjoyed most was the 

bull ranch. We got to 

play soccer in the bull 

ranch while bulls were 

around us. We also got 

to fight a bull, which was 

totally unexpected. I 

thought experience was 

needed in order to do 

that, but apparently it 

was not. The whole trip 

was amazing.   

    Anthony Maglietta 

 

I would like to express 

how much the trip to 

Mexico affected my life 

but I am afraid that my 

words will be inade-

quate. It is safe to say 

that those two weeks 

were the most enlighten-

ing two weeks of my life. 

To be fully immersed into 

another culture with a 

foreign language, you 

have no choice but to 

learn their language and 

DEPARTMENT NEWS 

A Third Trip to Mexico for TCNJ Students  

  International Education 

Week was held for the 

first time at  TCNJ from 

November 12-16.  The 

week aimed to celebrate 

international programs 

and activities supported 

by TCNJ and engage a 

broad spectrum of the 

campus in considering 

how The College could 

increase its internation-

alization efforts.   

  Events included inter-

national film screenings, 

a student panel on  study 

abroad experiences from 

TCNJ students and inter-

national students study-

ing at TCNJ, and an in-

ternational banquet with 

performances from stu-

dent clubs.   

  The week was spon-

sored by Modern Lan-

guages, the International 

Education Planning 

Council and the Office of 

International & Off-

Campus Programs. The 

2007 TCNJ International 

Education Week was 

hosted by the Office of the 

Provost.     

  International Education 

Week was begun in 2000 

through a joint initiative 

U.S. Department of State 

and the U.S. Department of 

Education as part of an 

effort to promote programs 

that prepare Americans for 

a global environment and 

attract future leaders from 

abroad to study, learn, and 

exchange experiences in 

the United States.  

 culture while you are 

there. I think I  learned 

more Spanish and devel-

oped my speaking ability 

more than I have in any 

other class. Being forced 

to use the language as a 

sole means of communica-

tion, we learned quickly 

and we learned well. The 

fact that we were given so 

much responsibility and 

had much expected of us 

taught us to become more 

responsible adults. The 

lack of restrictions also 

allowed us to envelop 

ourselves in the culture of 

the Yucatan Peninsula. I 

can safely say that those 

were the two best weeks of 

my life.     

  Arman Yalcin 



  Most students on campus are told 

by advisors and fellow students 

that studying abroad is one of the 

most valuable experiences a stu-

dent can take from college. The 

memories will last forever, and you 

have the opportunity to see another 

country, learn about another cul-

ture, and actually end up learning a 

lot about yourself in the end. 

TCNJôs Summer in Madrid pro-

gram is one of these valuable ex-

periences. It is the perfect option 

for a student who is hesitant to 

study abroad for a whole semester, 

since it is for five weeks- short 

enough to not get too homesick, 

and long enough to truly get a taste 

of another culture. It can also be 

thought of as an amazing summer 

vacation where you can earn cred-

its for a class at the same time. As 

a Spanish major, the program was 

incomparable because it allowed 

me to practice speaking Spanish, 

meet people, and see many of the 

unforgettable places Spain has to of-

fer. For any student, though, the trip is 

worthwhile, and hereôs why. 

  The program allows students to com-

plete a 4-credit course in five weeks, 

to view many of the key sites in Span-

ish history and culture, and to live in 

Madrid, one of the most modern cities 

in all of Europe. The tours include 

visits to museums such as El Prado to 

see ñLas Meninasò by Velazquez, and 

Reina Sofia, where we saw Picassoôs 

famous ñGuernica.ò We also visited 

the surrounding cities of Madrid- 

Toledo, Segovia and Avila. We visited 

ñThe Valley of the Fallenò as well, a 

memorial to all of the soldiers in the 

Spanish Civil War, where Franco lies. 

  Personally, the trip to Madrid was an 

eye-opening experience. Even for peo-

ple who have little traveling experi-

ence or who have been to various 

places throughout the world, Spain has 

so much to offer to a traveler because 

there is so much diversity and history 

in a relatively small country. Every 

town in Spain is packed with culture and 

history, since most are centuries old. For 

this reason, the architecture, artwork, and 

people of the country possess a distinct 

quality that goes beyond a European coun-

try. Each place visited has a different story 

to tell and another history to be unfolded. I 

enjoyed the mix of the highly modern fea-

tures of Madrid, similar to New York with 

tall buildings, fresh architecture, and the 

surprisingly clean metro system, which 

was incorporated with the older buildings 

and statues still existing in the city. 

  If you are interested in improving your 

Spanish, need to take a summer course, 

want to meet some new friends, or are just 

looking to travel to somewhere new, the 

trip to Madrid is a must-do. What each 

person takes from the trip is different, as 

everyoneôs experiences in a foreign coun-

try will always differ. No matter what, you 

will come away from the trip having 

learned a lot and with memories that last a 

lifetime. 

 

 

Page 2 MODERN LANGUAGES DEPARTMENT NEWSLETTER  

TCNJ Summer in Madrid ï ¡Inolvidable!   by Ashley Gilman 

Sigma Delta Pi activities By Tulia Jimenez-Vergara 

 The following students (pictured below) were inducted into the Spanish Honor Society Sigma Delta Pi this semester: Yaima 

Aimee Centeno, Eunice Cuyos, Ashley R Gilman, Allisson Hasman, Ericka M. Hoyos, Nicole L. Pfeiffer, Alexandra Saites, 

Le Anne Spino, Blake Winokur, Kara M. Wyks. 

Sigma Delta Pi also sponsored, with 

The Departments of Modern Lan-

guages and Womenôs and Gender 

Studies a screening of Pedro Almo-

dovarôs Volver on November 7th.  

Guest faculty included Dr. Debra 

Compte, Dr. Alvin J. Figueroa, Dr. 

Marimar Huguet-Jerez and Dr. John 

Landreau.  
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The TCNJ French Club ï Busy as ñAbeillesò!   By Alex Seise  French Club President  

  As the leaves continue to fall and 

the wind begins to chill, the TCNJ 

French Club is pushing forward 

with fantastic excursions and en-

joyable events.  The fall semester 

is nearing its conclusion, but the 

club is still buzzing with activity! 

  As president of the club, I have 

introduced several new activities at 

each general meeting.  Our new 

ñMot du jourò segment features a 

French vocabulary word that stu-

dents find both interesting and use-

ful.  The new website is a great 

success, and next semester, it will 

feature an expanded photo gallery 

with pictures from our trips and 

other events. 

  Two members, sophomores Emily 

Nowicki and Victoria Moritz, cre-

ated a new weekly event, La Table 

Française.  It promotes French 

conversation in an informal setting.  

La Table Française meets every 

Friday on the second floor of the 

Brower Student Center at 11:45 

AM.  Bring your lunch and come 

prepared to speak in French! 

  Besides our twice-monthly meet-

ings, we have also sponsored sev-

eral fantastic excursions and events 

this semester. 

  On October 14, the TCNJ 

French Club boarded a yellow school 

bus and visited New York City.  The 

trip was planned by advisers, Dr. Ari-

ane Pfenninger and Ellen Seradarian.  

The trip included a museum visit (The 

Metropolitan Museum of Art, The 

Frick Collection, The MOMA, or Ma-

dame Tussaudôs). Due to a last minute 

cancellation by Madame Tussaudôs, 

some students were unable to see the 

famous sculptures and, as compensa-

tion, were offered to visit the Top of 

the Rock Observation Deck at Rocke-

feller Center. The view of New York 

was indeed spectacular! Others pe-

rused the shops and a large street fair 

during the afternoon.  Some enjoyed 

strolling around Bryant Park and the 

wide avenues of Manhattan. At the 

end of the day, the group met up at La 

Bonne Soupe, an authentic French 

restaurant, for dinner.  The trip was a 

bit rocambolesque (unexpected), but 

we still enjoyed ourselves thoroughly! 

  We also had an amazing presentation 

by junior member Ivette Franco on 

October 17.  Ivette studied abroad in 

Paris last semester, and she prepared a 

special slideshow to share with club 

members.  Her gorgeous photos and 

sage advice were much-appreciated, 

and Ivette inspired many students to 

look into study abroad programs. On 

November 15th, Yvette also participated in 

the International Education Week where 

she gave a presentation at the student panel 

on study abroad experiences. 

  On Tuesday, December 4, the TCNJ 

French Club held its annual Soirée. We 

have received full funding from the Stu-

dent Finance Board It was a tremendous 

success with approximately 150 people in 

attendance over the course of the evening, 

over 30 prizes and a long buffet of French 

foods.  As French music floated around the 

room, guests played games, chatted and 

enjoyed the cozy ambiance.  The Allen 

Drawing Room again provided the perfect 

setting for this magical evening.  Adviser 

Dr. Pfenninger provided homemade crêpes 

and a fantastic salade niçoise, Adviser 

Ellen Seradarian brought mini-quiches and 

homemade truffles and statistics professor 

Richard Thayer brought a delicious bread 

bowl dip.  Other students brought various 

food and prizes, and publicity chair Jess 

Dalpe made a large banner with the Eiffel 

Tower as a spectacular backdrop for the 

buffet table.  Thanks to the hard work of 

everyone, this was one of the most suc-

cessful French Club events to date! 

LANGUAGE CLUB ACTIVITIES 

The TCNJ Japanese Club    By Erica Smith, Japanese Club President 

  Japanese Club has had a 

busy fall semester!  Between 

trips,  events,  and perform-

ances, the members of Japa-

nese Club have been busier 

than ever. 

  We kicked off the fall se-

mester with a trip to New 

York City during Studentsô 

Free Transit Week with NJ 

Transit.  Despite  it  being 

rainy  that  day,  everyone 

one enjoyed visiting Japa-

nese places in  NYC,  in-

cluding a restaurant, book-

store, and bakery.  We also 

took our semesterly trip to 

Mitsuwa, a Japanese mar-

ketplace in Edgewater, NJ.  

See the picture on the next 

page for a view of our trip! 

  Our first event of the fall 

was the Moon Festival, a 

co-sponsored event with    

the Chinese Culture Club, 

which  celebrated  the  au-

tumn harvest. Many mem-

bers  of  the  Asian  clubs 

came out to enjoy music, 

skits, and food, prepared by 

members of both clubs. 

  Banzai, Japanese Clubôs 

main fall event, was a huge 

success.  Over 150 people 

came to play video games, 

make  origami  and  cal-

-ligraphy bookmarks,  and  eat 

Japanese food.  Because of this 

yearôs success, we plan to ex-

pand the event next year and 

hope to expose even more peo-

ple to Japanese culture. 

  Several members of the Japa-

nese Club have also put on per-

formances for various events 

during the events.  We per-

formed a dance called So-ran 

Bushi for the International Ban- 



is the road to spiritual life.   For both 

the Latin Church and Protestant 

Europe, this mystical approach was a 

threat to political power and a long 

and cruel history of repression fol-

lowed.  Dr. Figueroaôs objective is to 

publish his findings in a theological 

journal.  

 

Joseph Goebel presented two work-

shops on the teaching of world lan-

guages for Lawrenceville High School 

teachers and Gloucester County teach-

ers. Dr. Goebel also gave a one day 

workshop for graduate teaching assis-

tants and faculty at the University of 

Rhode Island entitled ñInput to Out-

put: Theory and Practice.ò 

 

Jiayan Mi   was invited by the Edito-

rial Committee of World Literature 

Today at the University of Oklahoma 

to serve as an interpreter for Huang 

Xiang, one of the most important con-

temporary Chinese poets), who served 

as one of the ten jury members for the 

2007 Neustadt International Prize for 

Literature, also known as "Little Nobel 

Prize for Literature," from Sept. 26 to 

19. He also attended the 2007 Neus-

tadt Conference on International Lit-

erature organized by World Literature 

Today Journal.  

  Dr. Mi was also instrumental in ar-

ranging for a talk by Professor Jerome 

Silbergeld from Princeton University 

"Chinese Cultural Revolution: A Cine-

matic Fantasy," on Thursday evening, 

Nov. 8. This event was sponsored by 

the Departments of Modern Lan-

guages and History, and the Chinese 

Holly Didi -Ogren presented a paper 

entitled ñLanguage and place in Japa-

nese womenôs workplace interactionsò 

at the 4th Discourse, Communication 

and the Enterprise international con-

ference at The University of Notting-

ham in Nottingham, England on Sep-

tember 11th.  Dr. Didi-Ogren also 

served as a reader for the Association 

of Teachers of Japanese Bridging 

Scholarship, a scholarship for students 

wishing to study abroad in Japan. 

 

Alvin J. Figueroa continues his stud-

ies at New Brunswick Theological 

Seminary where he is majoring in His-

torical and Constructive Theology.  

His present involvement, which even-

tually will be his mastersô dissertation, 

is the study of Miguel de Molinos and 

George Foxôs theological discourse.  

Both Molinos and Fox are important 

mystics of 17th century Europe.  

Molinos, a Spanish Roman Catholic 

priest, was considered a heretic and 

died in a Roman Inquisition jail.  Fox, 

an Englishman and the founder of The 

Religious Society of Friends, was also 

considered a heretic by the Church of 

England and was subjected to jail and 

torture during his long ministry.  The 

title of Dr. Figueroaôs work is 

ñSeventeenth Century Heterodox The-

ology: the Works of Miguel de 

Molinos and George Fox.ò  Figueroa 

is examining Molinosô Guida Spiritu-

ale and Foxôs Journal.  In these two 

texts, both mystics are practically ex-

posing similar ideas: that the path to 

the Divine can be attained without 

external interference and that stillness 

Cultural Club. 

 

Simona Wright was invited as a 

guest speaker at the Academic Chair-

person Conference, sponsored by 

Kansas State University  and held in 

Orlando, Florida, Feb 6th -8th, 2008. 

Her presentation, entitled "The Role 

of the Chairperson in the Internation-

alization of a Mid-Size Undergradu-

ate Campus," will be published in the 

conference proceedings. She has con-

tributed an article on the Conversa-

tion Hour to the volume /Teaching 

Italian and Italian Culture: Case-

Studies from an International Per-

spective/. (Cambridge Scholars 

Press). Dr. Wrightôs article "Migrant 

Intellectuals and the Postcolonial 

Discourse in Italy" will be published 

in the volume Creative Interventions: 

The Role of the Intellectuals in Con-

temporary Italy by Cambridge Schol-

ars Press in 2008. She was also asked 

to contribute an article on Ron Ku-

bati to the volume Italia e Mediterra-

neo, edited by Professor Norma Bou-

chard (Toronto University Press). 

She was invited by Montclair State 

University to give a talk on Primo 

Levi's humanism in March, 2008. In 

October 2007 she was elected Vice 

President of NeMLA (effective date 

April 2008). Volume XXX of 

NeMLA Italian Studies, published 

under her direction, is presently in 

press. 

 

  
 
 

 

The TCNJ Japanese Club (continued)     

-quet, sponsored by the Modern Languages 

Department, and performed it again for the 

Indian Student Associationôs Coffeehouse. 

  There are many more exciting trips and 

events to look forward to next semester, in-

cluding a trip to a Japanese teahouse and our 

annual video game tournament.  Our meet-

ings are at 2:15 every Wednesday in the Pan-

Asian room in Brower Student Center.  Feel 

free to stop by! 

Japanese Club  

Trip to Mitsuwa  

FACULTY NEWS 


