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This study examined the effects of competition and natural enemies in relation to the native status of three understory plants, native Acer saccharum, non-native Acer platanoides and Microstegium vimineum. An experiment was designed to determine if competition from either a native or non-native source influences attack by natural enemies, and to assess how native status relates to vulnerability to attack. Four simultaneous pairwise experiments were run for the three species (A. saccharum vs. either nonnative (competitor), A. platanoides vs. A. saccharum, and M. vimineum vs. A. saccharum) at three forests.  These pairings were placed under animal, insect, fungal, or no exclusion treatments and the focal species were assessed for herbivory, disease, and survivorship. Results showed that across all pairings, competition did not influence mortality, attack or damage regardless of the native status of focal and competitor species. Additionally, the pesticide treatments were associated with higher mortality, indicating that they may have had a negative effect.  Exterior to these treatments, M. vimineum showed significantly less total damage across forests than both Acer species, with A. platanoides experiencing the most damage. Additionally, for insect damage, M. vimineum experienced half as much damage as the Acer species (P<0.0001). For total necrotic (disease) damage, native status showed no influence, with 35-45% of plants having some necrosis. Overall, the two non-native species did not fare better as a group than the native species.  This suggests that individual plant characteristics play more of a role in plant success and enemy tolerance than native or non-native status.  
