Fall 2005



    INEQUALITY  

Prof. Michele I. Naples FSP 125:04, 05   
         


            
    OH: TF 11:30-12:30, F 1:50-2:50 BB 128, x2896 naples@tcnj.edu
The study of the economic basis of income inequality, including education, training, industry decline, downsizing, compensating wage differentials, macroeconomic and institutional influences on pay, discrimination, unions. 
Community Engaged Learning forms part of the course.  You are required to spend 12 hours this semester at the Trenton Soup Kitchen.  Sign-ups will be available in class Friday; you can sign up for Wednesday 9:10 am – 1 pm, or a few Mon or Wed afternoons, or in the evening 2:40 pm – 6:20 pm, beginning Sept. 14  Journal entries are required, see Assignments below.  You should complete all 12 hours of participation by September 29.
This is a writing-intensive course. You will be asked to write in class and to read each other’s work in and out of class. Your written work will receive both writing and content grades.
8/30 Week I
Introduction to Inequality


Barbara Ehrenreich Nickel & Dimed 
Divide class in 4 groups of 4 for presenting salient facts from readings (I) Friday, (II) Tuesday, 
Friday, (III) Tuesday, Friday


State of Working America, Family Income, Ch 1 pp. 39-40, 47-51, 59-76, 100-107



Steve Rose, Inequality Poster, 1-17



Last 20 minutes of class:  Nino Scarpati, Director, Office of Civic Leadership Development, TCNJ
Week II
Poverty and Wage Patterns



State of Working America Poverty, ch 5 pp. 309-323, 340-345



  Wages, ch 2 pp. 109-112, 125-135, 149-156, 189-216



  Jobs, ch 3 pp. 219-224, 242-248, 256-276


Economic Report of the President 2005 pp. 54-56


Jody Heymann, 2000. Why America’s Working Families are in Jeopardy—and 



  What Can Be Done About It, ch 6 Economic Inequalities Magnified:  Greater 


  Strains, Fewer Resources
Week III
Distribution of Wealth



State of Working America 
Wealth, ch 4 pp. 277-279, 284-288, 299-307


Wealth Inequality Reader   Sections 1 (5-22) and 2 (23-76)

Analytical Perspectives



Neoclassical Theory of Labor Markets



Randy Albelda, Bob Drago, and Steve Shulman, Unlevel Playing Fields; 



  Understanding Wage Inequality and Discrimination  


  ch 3 The Basics of Neoclassical Economics (Perfect Competition)


  ch 4 Wages & Work in the Neoclassical Model

Week IV
Labor Supply

David Colander Economics ch 16 p. 354-359 



Bruce Kaufman & Julie Hotchkiss  The Economics of Labor Markets ch 2 58-62
Ed Wolff Economics of Poverty, Inequality and Discrimination, ch 5
  The Labor Force, Employment and Unemployment



Labor Demand 


Wolff ch 6 
pp. 190-200
Generational paper due Friday September 23
Week V
Imperfect Competition 


Wolff ch 6 pp. 200-206


Human Capital Theory


Kaufman and Hotchkiss ch 7 (-362,365-375)
Week VI
Economic and Extra-economic Discrimination

Paper on poverty due Oct. 4


Wolff ch 12 (-449)



NonNeoclassical Approaches


Institutionalist, Strategic Competition Model



Michele Naples “Labor Supply and Labor Demand”
Week VII
Kaufman & Hotchkiss ch 7 (362-365,375-378, 395-400)



Wolff ch 7 (257-263), ch 12 (449-453)



Unions and Dual Labor Markets



Wolff ch 8 (-303)
Week VIII
Political Economy: Accumulation, Profits, and Wealth


Albelda et al. ch 6 


Robert Heilbroner, Beyond Boom and Crash, 18-27: Circuits of Capital




Harry Braverman, Labor and Monopoly Capital ch 13 The Universal Market

Take-home midterm through Week VII distributed Oct. 18


[Michele Naples and Nahid Aslanbeigui, What Does Determine the Profit Rate? 


  The Neoclassical Answers Presented by Introductory Textbooks Cambridge 


  Journal of Economics, 20(1) (January):53-71]
October 25 no class
Week IX 
Management, the Division of Labor, Deskilling, Labor Market Segmentation


Braverman, chs 2-5, 20


Wolff ch 8 (303-) 

Take-home midterm due Oct. 28
Week X
Social Structure of Accumulation



Michele Naples, Institutional Foundations of Economic Growth and Price 



  Stability, in Jonathan Harris & Neva Goodwin, New Thinking in 


  Macroeconomics, 99-104



Michael Reich, How Social Structures of Accumulation Decline and Are Built, in 
 

  Kotz et. al, 1994 Social Structures of Accumulation; The Political Economy of 


  Growth and Crisis.
Week XI 
David M. Kotz and Martin H. Wolfson, “Deja Vu All Over Again: The ‘New’


  Economy in Historical Perspective,” Labor Studies Journal, 2004, pp. 25-44



Robert Pollin, Contours of Descent, New York: Verso, 2003 ch 3
Week XII
Corporate Strategies: The Low-Wage Road



Economic Report of the President, January 2001, ch 1, “The Making of the New



  Economy,” pp. 19-26



David M. Gordon, Fat and Mean, 204-211



Ellen Frank, The Raw Deal, Boston, Beacon Press, 2004 



Samuel Bowles, David M. Gordon, and Thomas E. Weisskopf, After the Waste 


Land, 1990, 121-135

Week XIII 
Possible Remedies:  A High Road?
Gordon Fat and Mean 238-253



Wealth Inequality Reader:  Sections 4 (109-154) and 5 (155-184)



Albelda et. al ch 9
*Arrow, Kenneth, Samuel Bowles and Steven Durlauf, editors. Meritocracy and 

  Economic Inequality. Princeton University Press, 2000. 

Week XIV
Review

Required readings:


Dollars & Sense and United for a Fair Economy, 2004, The Wealth Inequality Reader.  Cambridge MA:  Dollars and Sense, Economic Affairs Bureau.

Ehrenreich, Barbara, 2001. Nickel and Dimed:  On (Not) Getting By in America. New York:  Henry Holt and Company. 

Mishel, Lawrence, Bernstein, Jared, and Allegretto, Sylvia, Eds.  2005. The State of Working America, 2004/2005 Ithaca NY: Cornell University Press

Rose, S. J. 2000. Social Stratification in the United States:  The New American Profiles Poster, A Book-and-Poster Set, New York:  New Press.

FSP 125:04, 05 contacted by SOCS 7/11/05 requiring Ehrenreich
ASSIGNMENTS

GRADES: Each assignment contributes to your final grade as follows: Class Discussion Questions (3%), Journal 12%, Problem Sets 3@3%=9%, Generational Paper 7%, Poverty Paper 8%, Take-home Midterm 25%, Final Exam 30%, Attendance & Participation 6%.

Discussion Questions for Weeks I-III: You will be assigned responsibility for one of the classes covering the descriptive material. Your job is to develop a set of questions about the central features of the material that everyone should be able to answer by the end of that class, and to help lead the discussion about the material.  Bring the questions with you to the class or email them to me the day before for posting on the O: drive.
Journal: You will keep a journal commenting on your community-engagement experiences at the Trenton Soup Kitchen.  You are expected to participate in three 4-hour time periods adding to 12 hours over the first several weeks of the semester.  I encourage you to take time to go and sit with some of the people you’ve served and learn about their situation. The main point of the assignment is to help you get a feeling for what poverty is, up close and personal, while you yourselves do something to help ameliorate it.
Questions to keep in mind for each journal entry follow. You have to find a way to gather information without offending those who the soup kitchen serves. This will require some diffidence and being considerate of people’s feelings, perhaps speaking with other servers and staff as well as those being served. But do not talk about people in front of them, that can offend. Entry 1) Who is served by the soup kitchen [Approximate ages, ethnicity/ race, gender, other aspects]? What did you notice about them?  What stories did you hear? Entry 2) How do they get there? Where do they live? Do they have stable housing? What conditions lead someone to accept free meals? Are these people working, on TANF (welfare), unemployed? Do not assume, ask and find out. Are they students? Do they have children? Entry 3) Did they stop by the soup kitchen last year? 5 years ago? Never in their lives?  Do they have family in the area? Are they connected to a church/synagogue/temple/mosque or other community group? To date, what has made it difficult for these people to achieve some kind of economic security? What barriers have they faced, or what individual circumstances have inhibited them? For each entry, explore how your own attitudes towards or understanding of poverty has changed as a result of this community-based experience. Journals will be collected Fridays and returned Tuesdays.
Generational Paper (3-4 pp.):  Short essay exploring the educational and economic opportunities and constraints experienced by 2 relatives, one of your parents’ generation, one of the previous generation.  One must be male, one female.  You may write from memory, or call and ask for more information.  The paper should discuss where they fit in the income distribution of their time, and who (race/class/immigrant status/region) in the current income distribution is similarly situated today.
Paper on Poverty (3-4pp.): Short research paper on resources for the poor in Trenton, in New Jersey, or in the vicinity of your hometown (specify which).  Explore web-based resources and/or call social service agencies, religious groups, or advocates for the poor. Consider subsidized housing, homeless shelters, TANF, food stamps, food banks, job training, employment assistance. Give details: what are the income support amounts, criteria for benefit levels (e.g., higher levels of unemployment compensation if you have dependent children), limitations on receiving Section 8 subsidies, etc.  Feel free to include information from your Soup Kitchen experiences and course readings as well.
Use internal footnotes to the extent possible (e.g., (NJ Department of Labor 2005a) to cite the first 2005 article in your bibliography by the NJ DOL), and must be 12‑point type, have 1" margins, include a full bibliography, and include the following: your name, class section, TCNJ ID number, major, campus address, campus or cell phone number. Be sure to cite web-based sources by publishing organization or author, do not simply provide the web address.  
TCNJ and School of Business policy requires students to write well. Get a copy of the Writing Guide by Naples and the School of Business Writing Packet and read them. Any mistakes which are warned against in these publications will cause you to lose points off your paper grade. The paper will receive both a writing grade and a content grade, which will be averaged to give the paper's grade. An unsatisfactory writing grade is unacceptable; such a paper must be rewritten to complete the course requirements. If your rewrite is unacceptable, you will fail the writing portion of the grade, so get help if you need it, from me or from other campus resources. Students with writing difficulties are expected to take corrective steps. There are resources available on campus to help students improve their writing‑‑the Writer’s Place in the Tutoring Center, Forcina Hall 145 (x 3000).
Problem Sets: The class will divide up alphabetically, so that each week one-third of the class turns in that week's problem set for a grade. So Problem Set # l (P#1), covering Week III's analytic material, is turned in by the first third of the alphabet during Week IV, P#2 is turned in by the middle part of the alphabet during the following Week, P#3 is turned in by the end of the alphabet during the next Week. In all you will submit three problem sets. If you copy an answer from the book or class notes you will not get credit since you will not have demonstrated your own understanding of the material. Phrase answers in your own words. You will be responsible for presenting your answers to the class.

You are encouraged to form study groups and to work together on the problem sets out of class. You will learn much more this way, both from fellow students, and from having to explain to others what you yourself have learned. In the past, students have said that problem sets are the best way to prepare for the analytical material on exams, so you should try to work on the problem sets every week. You are encouraged to use SOCS to email classmates to plan for study group meetings. However, each student has to prepare his/her own answers to homework problems; if two problem sets are virtually identical, neither student will get credit. 

Late problem sets will not be accepted after we go over them in class. You can make up a problem set if you were sick, or if you make arrangements in advance because of a religious holiday or other commitment. 
