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Essay Question Information – 

Reviewing the study questions below will prepare you for the SET on-line final examination.  

When answering each essay question, you should draw on and reference the assigned 
readings and seminar information related to the topic. I will be looking for specific content in 
your answers, not general statements or the number of words written! Your answer should 
reflect your understanding of the key concepts of the issue as well your knowledge of the 
facts related to it.  

Information related to the topics covered by the final, Globalization and Economic 
Development, Computers and Artificial Intelligence, Biotechnology and Genetic 
Engineering, and Population, Environment and Climate Change can be reviewed by 
clicking on each of these links. 

Ethical theories and principles should be considered and mentioned where appropriate in 
answering all questions. 

You may prepare and use materials you have developed while studying for the SET final when 
taking the exam.  That material is not to be submitted to me. 

The 3 essay questions on the final exam will be based on the study questions below.  
The actual wording of the final exam essay questions may differ from what appears 
below although the focus will be similar. 

 

Unit Four – Computers and Artificial Intelligence 

1. Discuss the major differences between a computer exhibiting "strong AI" and the many 
very sophisticated computer-controlled machines existing today. 

2. Although much personal information has been in the public domain for many years, why do 
many fear that newly-developed powerful computers and how they are currently used pose 
new threats to our privacy and security today? 

3. What are the key factors related to the popularity of our “cashless society” and what risks 
are associated with the associated technology? Review the major pros and cons of this 
trend. 

4. Discuss the major developmental stages of computers, their uses and some major impacts 
of each type. 

Unit Five - Globalization and Economic Development 

1. Discuss two major conditions existing in many LDCs which were initially attractive to U.S. 
companies and the category of jobs first affected? What was one major negative and one 
major positive impact of this phenomenon in our country? Describe one key reason why 
this practice is believed to be losing some appeal today. 

2. Discuss two primary reasons why Henry Ford might have decided to pay most of his 
workers $5 a day when other automobile companies were paying considerably less. How 
might this principle be relevant today and what are the pros and cons of doing this type of 
thing?  
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3. Briefly review the history and primary technological advances behind a shift between two 
major categories of work in the U.S. In what key ways has this had an impact on our 
economy and many workers in the U.S.? 

4. Discuss the historical roots of globalization and three key reasons why it is so important 
today. What are a few key technologies that have had significant impact on this 
phenomena and as well as some reasons they were so important? 

Unit Six - Biotechnology and Genetic Engineering 

1. Review the major ethical issues underlying the debate over embryonic stem cell research 
often used to both support and oppose this technology? Explain why you feel whether this 
technology is morally permissible or not. 

2. Describe the two primary ways in which organisms change naturally and the two forms 
human intervention in the natural process which have been developed. What are two key 
reasons the most recent techniques has become very popular today? 

3. What is one possible benefit and one negative aspect of "eugenics"? Discuss the one 
ethical principle which would justify such programs and the other ethical principle which 
finds them morally unacceptable. How does this issue relate to the PGD process? 

4. Explain the major limitation of using the "One shouldn't play God" statement to justify why a 
particular biotech process should not be permitted. 

Unit Seven - Population, Energy, and the Climate Change 

1. Briefly explain the central theme of the "Tragedy of the Commons" and the primary change 
in a number of LDCs in relation to the IPAT equation, which many believe pose the greatest 
threat to our environment. 

2. Discuss two primary influences on the FR in different categories of countries and why that 
is changing in many areas today.  

3. Explain why many feel a shift from traditional fuels to alternate sources of energy must be 
made in the near future. Discuss a few key pros and cons associated with doing that? 

4. Discuss two key technological factors related to population growth. Explain the primary 
reasons why predictions of mass starvation as the population of the world increased made 
more than 200 years ago turned out to be grossly inaccurate. 


