TO:  Steering Committee
FROM:  Joyce Vincelette

               Co-Chair of the Committee on Planning and Priorities

DATE:  March 17, 2009
RE:  Fall Break Scheduling Principles and Recommendations

On April 23, 2008 CPP sent a recommendation to the Steering Committee on the scheduling of Fall Break.  These Principles can be found below.  CPP followed these Principles during the Fall 2008 semester to schedule Fall Break 2009.  Consistent with these Principles CPP recommends the following implementation process for making future decisions on the scheduling of Fall break as effective and as efficient as possible. 

a. The Director of Alumni Affairs will be responsible for ensuring that a decision is made on fall break dates for the following academic year before the Thanksgiving holiday of the prior year.  The Director of Alumni Affairs will also be responsible for ensuring that these dates are communicated to CPP before the Thanksgiving Break.

b. The Homecoming Committee (with input from the Athletic Director) will typically be responsible for recommending the specific dates for fall break using the Principles for Scheduling Fall Break that were created by CPP in 2008.  

c. This date will be communicated to the Co-Chairs of CPP before the Thanksgiving holiday by the Director of Alumni Affairs, on behalf of the Homecoming Committee, or his/her appropriate designee.
d. Unless there are questions or concerns requiring the involvement of the entire committee, the Co-Chairs of CPP will approve the recommended date and communicate this approval to the Director of Records and Registration and other appropriate parties before the winter break.

Principles for Scheduling Fall Break
CPP Recommendation on Fall Break
April 9, 2009
Fall Break, consisting of two consecutive days in the fall semester, has been instituted to provide a respite from classes during the fall semester. For any year, the date is to be determined by CPP with input from the major areas of the campus. It is recommended that Fall Break occur on either the 6th, 7th, or 8th Monday of classes and the next day (Tuesday). The precise date for fall break should chosen so as to minimize conflicts with campus activities such as Spirit Week and Homecoming while preserving the benefits of a respite during the period of classes between the start of the fall semester and  the Thanksgiving holiday. CPP should determine the dates for Fall Break by the end of the fall semester of the previous year.
