The College of New Jersey

Graduate Programs Advisory Council

December 8, 2004

Present: Helene Anthony, Brendan Gallagher, Susan Hydro, Janice Kisthardt, Brenda Leake, Lisa Ortiz-Vilarelle, Michele Tarter, Jacqueline Toth, Lisa Watson, and Mark Woodford. 

Excused: Claire Lindberg 

Minutes from 11-10-04: Reviewed and accepted with minor revisions.
Announcements: A meeting list for GPAC meetings for the Spring of 2005 was provided by Michele Tarter.  No further announcements were forthcoming.
Dean’s Report: 
Susan Hydro provided a handout with a “1st version” of the Agenda/Goals for Graduate Student Orientation on January 6th, 2005.



Orientation highlights:

· Have added financial aid speakers

· Are emphasizing IT instruction (email usage, SOCS, etc.)

· Will provide notice about ordering books in advance

· Will provide a “stop-in area” regarding financial concerns (e.g., bill payments, etc.)

· URL for Comptasia program (basic computer tech info); not ready for Spring, however, may be available for the Fall.  Janice Kisthardt to email URL to Susan Hydro.  Janice also asked if an explanation of Novell student accounts could be provided as well.

Brenda Leake requested that Elementary and Secondary Education Students be given separate rooms for Orientation.  Lastly, Susan Hydro clarified what occurs during the “Academic Advisement Sessions.”

Susan Hydro also stated that current graduate student numbers and decision letters are still being processed, as well as special admission applications.  She reported that 282 applications have been entered (matriculation and special admission); 175 have accepted; 27 rejected; 38 pending; 15 others (miscellaneous); and 27 not complete. Final numbers will be provided at the 1st Spring GPAC meeting.

Items for Discussion and Action: 
Report from Brenda Leake and Helene Anthony regarding the PLS Reading Courses (representing a subcommittee of GPAC currently reviewing courses that may be provided through partnerships with PLS and RTC.)

· The NJ Department of Education requirements need to be met through Global Studies courses (TCNJ provides certification for International students).  In 2005, changes need to be in place. Ex. 2 courses in Reading Instruction are needed (currently have 1 course for K-12; need a 2nd course in Reading for Elementary Education students).  Global courses are already full, in terms of time/curriculum.  Discussed on-line courses as a possibility --- include as a possible elective for Reading Instruction students (not quite as expensive as regular TCNJ graduate coursework).  Helene Anthony reported that the courses are aligned with national standards. Michele Tarter briefly reviewed the history of GPAC and PLS/RTC course review and the purpose of the subcommittee.  Brenda Leake then moved that GPAC accept the PLS courses as potential electives for Reading Instruction students.  This motion was seconded by Mark Woodford.  The motion was passed.  The added electives to be offered via Performance Learning Systems (PLS) are:


1. “Learning to Read: Beginning Reading Instruction” (3 credits)

2. “Reading to Learn: Reading Comprehension Instruction” (3 
credits)

· Also discussed a Secondary Education course elective, also to be offered through PLS.  This course called “Teaching Through Learning Channels” is a distance learning course (that is parallel to a course being offered by RTC that was approved by TCNJ).  This course was upgraded from a 1 credit course (Helene Anthony reported that as a 1 credit course it was “too limited, too narrow” and needed to be expanded.) After the discussion, Helene Anthony moved that the expanded 3-credit version of PLS course, “Teaching Through Learning Channels,” be  accepted by GPAC as a potential elective course for Secondary Education students.  The motion was seconded by Michele Tarter.  The motion passed.
Report from Graduate Student Assistantship and Student Worker Committee – provided by Lisa Ortiz-Vilarelle.
· A handout was provided that offered recommendations --- this represented a “report of ideas” from the Committee versus a formal recommendation.  GPAC reviewed the handout and discussed the major points. (GPAC’s intent is to review current policy regarding Graduate Student Assistantships and Graduate Student Workers to make sure that it is uniform across campus.) 
· Graduate Studies office plans to conduct a survey of current graduate students (and possibly administrators) regarding their experiences, responsibilities, etc.  The survey will solicit clear descriptions (where applicable) about the kinds of assistantships that are available from each department.  The survey may also put out a “general call” for feedback about the assistantship process (through Suzanne Pasch’s office).
Report concerning the Graduate Study Space on Campus – provided by Lisa Ortiz-Vilarelle.

· Lisa reported that she had a discussion with Taras Pavlovsky, Dean of the Library, about Graduate Study Space.  The new Library will reportedly have 2 types of study rooms: 1.) with a single table that will seat 4 – 6 people; and 2.) a room twice the size of the single table room that will have 1 large table that will seat 8 to 12 people, and will include several alcoves.  There was discussion that perhaps two of these rooms (1 large; 1 small) could be designated for graduate student use. Several issues/questions were raised in regards to the use of these types of rooms:

· Who would monitor the space?

· Would there be computers in the room?

· Schedule the room for special meetings? Who would be in charge of this? 

· Would there be a sign-in sheet? (Monitoring activity/use of room; perhaps to justify continuing to designate the space for graduate student use)

· Could advertise the use of these rooms though a graduate student newsletter, or through email listserves (faculty and student).

· Could prepare the space to be welcoming to graduate students (e.g., “Welcome TCNJ Graduate Students” sign and Bulletin Boards, etc.)

· GPAC also discussed the possibility of having a “Coffeehouse” that would be particularly well-suited for graduate student interests (e.g., night classes).  The general consensus was that, by providing space on campus for Graduate Students, TCNJ would be sending the message that graduate students are an integral part of TCNJ (and not an overlooked population on campus).

The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 PM.

