CFA MINUTES
September 24, 2008

Present: Bennett (chair), Compte, Hirsh, Leynes, Osborn, Riccardi, Steele, Thompson

Excused: Gray, Knox, Krug, Preti

Minutes of September 10, 2008, approved with revision of Donald Hirsh’s last name.

Update from Steele concerning revisions of problematic wording of Appendix III: Peer Review of Teaching: Faculty members who have been granted tenure should be observed by a peer once every year, excluding sabbatical years and leaves-of-absence.


Knox identified ambiguity in wording about number of observations required in dossiers for promotion and recommended “at least one in the calendar year prior to application for promotion.” 


Committee made a number of revisions of the text to reflect consensus that peer observations should reflect development of teaching abilities over time.


ACTION TAKEN: Committee revised document to reflect that all faculty seeking promotion should have at least two observations within the three years prior to the application for promotion. Committee also reconfigured problematic section of appendix to reflect important differences between candidates for reappointment/tenure and promotion. Bennett will address alignment of promotions document with appendices.
Updates from subcommittees on Appendix IV, Grading, and Five-Year Review: have not yet convened.

On Grading: M. Robertson will schedule a meeting with the Provost to discuss potential campus-wide discussions concerning attitudes toward grading. Discussion of grading in the reappointment/promotions process tabled with a plan to resolve the issue of grade distributions within the promotions process.

Respectfully submitted,

Felicia Jean Steele

