The College of New Jersey

Graduate Program Council

September 21, 2005

Present: Lisa DeMarsico, Brendan Gallagher, Susan Hydro, Janice Kisthardt, Brenda Leake, Claire Lindberg, Lisa Ortiz-Vilarelle, Michele Tarter, Atsuko Seto, Shri Rao, Lisa Watson

Introductions:  Members introduced themselves.  New members include Shri Rao and Atsuko Seto.

Minutes from 4/27/05 were reviewed and approved with 2 minor changes.  Michelle Tarter will make the changes and submit the final copy to GPC Vice-Chair for posting on Governance website.

Report of Committee Activities for AY 2004-2005: Outgoing chair Michelle Tarter provided a written summary of last year’s activities highlighting completed business items and those items to be continued in the 2005-2006 academic year. Tarter’s printed report on those activities included:
· Completed Business: Activities included recommendation to approve a new Master of Education in Instruction Program to be offered through the TCNJ/Regional Training Center partnership; 3 new Master of Science in Nursing Tracks, One School Nurse non-instructional program; 4 new nursing courses, and one new English course.  In addition policies were reviewed/discussed relative to graduate assistantships, admissions, and standards for probation/dismissals.  The committee also tried to problem-solve issues related to student access to textbooks in our campus bookstore, and instructional technology resources for graduate students. Lastly, a promise was secured for a dedicated graduate student study space in the new library.

· Remaining/Continuation Items for AY 2005-2006:  Michelle Tarter recommended various items to consider for this academic year which included but were not limited to recruitment of minority populations, additional study space for graduate students, continued discussion of academic policies and admissions procedures; graduate parking issues; graduate student organization and summer classes. Janice Kisthardt suggested that we continue discussing instructional technology needs for graduate students.  

Committee Chair Position:  Brenda Leake assumed the GPC Chair position for AY 2005-2006.

Report of the Assistant Dean for Graduate Studies:  

· Susan Hydro reported on the new oversight configuration for GPC.  Since Suzanne Pasch has left the College, Susan Hydro will report directly to the Provost Steven Briggs. Additionally, Hydro will work with the deans of the schools that have graduate programs, Deans Albertine, Bakewell-Sachs, and Behre who are deans of the Schools of Culture and Society, Nursing, and Education respectively. Susan Bakewell Sachs will be the Dean representative to this council. Hydro advised us that the Provost has expressed interest in program assessment across the campus, including graduate programs.  The Deans have requested that the GPC agenda be forwarded to them for their review and input before each monthly meeting.  

· Susan Hydro also presented a report on applications and admissions from January 1, 2005 through August 5, 2005.  In brief, 895 applications were received and 474 students enrolled.

· The online application is up and running.  Revisions to the program will be in place soon. Paper applications are no longer available.  

· The AY 2005-2006 Graduate bulletin is up on line along with an addendum of revisions.  The Bulletin will also be available in paper form.

Old Business:   

· Lisa Ortiz-Vilarelle reported on the graduate study room.  She has located the room she thinks is dedicated to this space.  It is room 413.  There is no sign outside the room indicating that this is for graduate students.  The room is spacious and has furniture and data ports.  There is no bulletin board.  She will continue discussions with Dr. Pavlosky (Dean of the Library) and will ask about additional furniture and a bulletin board.  She will also discuss with him how usage of this room can be monitored, since this year is a “trial period” for this graduate service.  Susan Hydro stated that her office would assist in disseminating information on the Graduate Study Room once details were solidified.

New Business:  

· Lisa Ortiz-Vilarelle accepted nomination to serve as GPC Vice-Chair for AY 2005-06. She was then unanimously elected to the position.

· A proposal relating to admissions policies for students in the graduate global program was submitted.  The proposal was to eliminate the GRE requirement for students who had completed a 18-21 graduate global teaching certificate program (IOTE, IOTS or ESLD) with a GPA of 3.67 or above.  Rationale for the program was explained. GPC unanimously recommended adoption of this change in admissions requirements.

· Michelle Tarter reported that Dean Albertine asked her about the current composition of GPC, specifically relating to the need for a representative of the Spanish department to be on the council.  Brenda Leake reviewed the GPC charter and membership criteria and reminded us that any changes in membership criteria have to be approved through the college governance procedures.  It was noted that not all graduate programs have representatives on GPC.  Susan Hydro commented that the new Coordinator’s listserv should help improve communication to and between the coordinators.  GPC will discuss our recommendations regarding membership this year.

· Brenda Leake noted that Ms. Jacqueline Toth, one of the graduate student members of GPC during AY 2004-05, is unable to continue on GPC this year. Therefore, since GPC is now lacking two of the three designated graduate student members, Leake requested GPC members to submit the names of possible students to fill these vacancies.

Suggested Agenda Items for AY 2005-2006:  Committee members suggested that the committee agenda include:

· GPC membership composition and criteria

· Continued discussion of grad study spaces

· Graduate student parking concerns

· Admissions cycles

· Academic issues such as grading scales and probation/dismissal policies

Additional items may be added as the needed.

Respectfully,

Claire Lindberg

