ITPC minutes  – April 1, 2009
Attendees:  Nadine Stern, Winnifred Brown-Glaude, Yongming Wang, Rich Kroth, Shawn Sivy, Pat Pasinski, Jim Bricker, Jeff Kerswill, Yifeng Hu, Lynn Braender, Jason Schweitzer, Tabitha Dell’Angelo, Mimi Cappelli
Excused:  Alex Czeto, Thomas Little, Stephen Kornas, Olaniyi Solebo
Phishing Scams:

Shawn Sivy gave an overview of the different methods used to protect the College from email phishing attempts.  Networking and Technical Services use multiple methods to protect the College from both inbound and outbound compromises to our email system.  When an account is compromised, the account is locked at which time the helpdesk contacts the person that responded to the phishing scam and educates them on the danger of this behavior.  IT periodically reminds the campus community that IT will never ask for your password via email.

IT mini grants- new submissions

Jeff Kerswill gave us an update on the submissions to date for the IT mini-grants that may potentially be funded this year.  We have 13 submissions with one duplicate.  There were 131 feedback responses received from ITPC members.  The option to provide feedback on line is now closed.

Jeff will be providing the council with a summary report in about a week and we will have a meeting on April 15 to discuss the mini-grant submissions.  This meeting will most likely be in the library conference room, but you will get a zimbra invitation and an email confirming the location.  Final decision on what to fund will be made at the May 4 meeting.   We currently have approximately $7K available.

We will be cutting the mini-grant budget from $20K per year to $10K per year based on our current budget concerns.   The next cycle for mini grants will starting September 2009 and will end February 28, 2009. 

IT mini-grants – report on progress from mini-grants funded last year

Ryan Gladysiewicz was a guest speaker and gave us the following updates on the IT mini-grants that were funded last year:

Ruth Palmer – (Education) - has established the website.  Progress has slowed due to not being able to get a student worker to replace the one she was working with.  The focus of the mini-grant was:
TeacherConnectionGlobal establishes on-line forums where teachers explore global education, initiates relationships with local/host-country schools and builds alliances between teachers and organizations dedicated to global education.  ClassroomConnectionGlobal engages prospective teachers in study/dialogue/action related to developmental transitions, builds virtual communities of beginning teachers, and builds classroom communities globally, where students learn and work together. 
Arti Joshi and Harlene Galen  (Education) - have created a website that is functional, pulling in RSS feeds from many different locations. This project has a teacher-scholar emphasis with the following goals:

1.  Integrating syndicated feeds (RSS), You Tube Videos, and other Web 2.0 technologies within the undergraduate Child Development course

2.  Helping the students to become informed educational consumers with regards to these types of technologies
3.  Facilitating students’ engagement in critical evaluation of the content from these sources and make connections with the course curriculum

4.  Participate in active reflection using the Blog and Assessment features in SOCS. 
John Allison (Science), Tom Hagedorn (Science) and Chu Kim-Prieto (Culture and Society) are using the student response systems (clickers).  Overall, the faculty using the clickers have found them beneficial in certain situations and report that the students enjoy using them.  It makes it easier to assess the way a lecture is going and if the students are grasping the concepts without having to call attention to individuals. The immediate feedback is very useful when discussing difficult topics.   

Reports show that the technology is easy to use.  We have received additional requests in the current round of mini grant submissions for additional clickers, so we may evaluate setting up a loaner situation for those professors that want to use them.  Jeff Kerswill reports that at a session at the mid-Atlantic Educause conference, the school presenting required students to purchase their own clickers.

Peter DePasquale (Science) - The COMTOR project is a source code commenting analysis system used to aid introductory programming students in creating source code comments. Currently, COMTOR exists as a web-based application that reads in a student's Java source files and produces reports related to the quality of the comments present.  

Yifeng Hu (Art & Communication) is pleased with her progress in utilizing Second Life.  Students have been mixed about the experience, but some have found it to be incredibly enjoyable.  There have been several guest speakers through SL and many projects requiring students to make observations and experiment in the environment.  
Lynn Braender (Business) – has created ismack.org which is being used in the Info Systems classes to teach the social and ethical effects of technology.  The site provides articles for students to rate and based on the rating, the more popular articles remain at the forefront of the website.  

Ryan also announced that May 13 from 8:45 to 3 pm, ITS will hold the 10th annual Instructional Technology Workshop.  The tentative schedule so far  includes:

Session 1 (9:45 am - 10:55 am):
Library Auditorium - Yifeng Hu, Second Life (funded by IT mini-grant)
Library 05 - Lynn Braender, iSmack (funded by IT mini-grant)
Library 02 - Peter DePasquale, COMTOR (funded by IT mini-grant)

Session 2 (11:00 am - 12:10 pm):
Library Auditorium - John Allison, Tom Hagedorn, Chu Kim-Prieto, , Classroom Response System (funded by IT mini-grant)
Library 05 - Paula Maas, Deb Frank, Assessment
Library 02 - Pat Pasinski and others, Greening IT

Communication Plan

Lynn Braender presented the progress on the IT communication plan model.  Lynn took the original plans developed back in 2005 and consolidated the different ideas into a template that can now be used moving forward as a model to communicate with the Schools.  Lynn will send the current version of the document to ITPC for review and input by the end of this week.
NEXT MEETING – APRIL 15, 2009 FROM 1:30 PM TO 2:50 PM IN THE LIBRARY CONFERENCE ROOM.  This meeting will be specifically to discuss the IT mini-grants submitted to date prior to making the final decisions which will happen at the May 4, 2009 meeting.
