April 15, 2002

TO: Steering Committee

CC: Student Government Association, AFT, Faculty Senate, Staff Senate, Student Life, Graduate Advisory Council, Admissions, Registrar, Human Resources

FROM: Ellie Fogarty and Steve Briggs, Co-Chairs, Committee on Planning and Priorities

RE: Preliminary Recommendation: Academic Calendar

On October 10, 2001, the Steering Committee charged the Committee on Planning and Priorities with developing a process for academic calendar development. In light of testimony provided and after extensive discussion by the Committee on Planning and Priorities, we developed a calendar based on the following principles:

· 68 class days per semester, 5 exam days, and 4 reading days prior to exams. Please note: this represents a reduction from 70 to 68 class days in order to provide 4 reading days (2 weekdays plus a weekend) prior to the first day of final exams.

· 2 day fall break, 3 day Thanksgiving break, 5 day Spring Break

· 30 or more days between fall and spring semesters

· a minimum of 11 intact weeks of Mon. - Fri. classes in the fall semester, 13 in the spring semester

· in those years when the spring semester begins on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, The College will hold a community celebration on Monday afternoon. Monday classes in the 12:30, 2, and 3:30pm time slots would be rescheduled to Wednesday afternoon. Monday morning and evening classes would be held on Monday. 

· fall semester beginning on a Tuesday up to one calendar week before September 1 in accordance with union agreement, Commencement held on the Friday following the last day of spring semester final exams.

To view these principles applied to the academic calendar for the years 2003-2004 and 2004-2005, please see the attached calendars.

The Committee on Planning and Priorities feels as a general principle that the schedule should be planned five years in advance. The committee has decided that the spring semesters in 2006 and 2007 will start either on MLK, Jr. Day or the Monday after. However, the committee has deferred making a choice between the two options until the anticipated change in the academic program is instituted in fall 2003.

Send comments by Wednesday, May 1, to Ellie Fogarty (fogarty@tcnj.edu) or Magda Manetas (mmanetas@tcnj.edu).
Fall Semesters
Proposed
Proposed

Event
2003-2004
2004-2005

1st class day (Tues)
8/26
8/31

Labor day (Mon - no classes)
9/1
9/6

Tues follows a Mon schedule
9/2
9/7

Fall Break (Mon/Tues)
10/20-10/21
10/25-10/26

Thanksgiving (Wed/Thurs/Fri)
11/26-11/28
11/24-11/26

Last class day (Fri)
12/5
12/10

Reading Days Prior to 1st Exam (Sat/Sun/Mon/Tues)
12/6-12/9
12/11-12/14

Exam Days (Wed/Thurs/Fri,  Mon/Tues)
12/10-12/12

12/15-12/16
12/15-12/17

12/20-12/21

Reading Days (Sat/Sun)
12/13-12/14
12/18-12/19

Days between Semesters 
33
27

Spring Semesters
Proposed
Proposed

Event
2003-2004
2004-2005

1st class day (Mon)
1/19
1/17

MLK Jr. Day Celebration*
1/19
1/17

Spring Break
3/8-3/12
3/7-3/11

Last class day (Wed)
4/28
4/27

Reading Days (Thurs/Fri/Sat/Sun)
4/29-5/2
4/28-5/1

Exam Days (Mon - Fri)
5/3-5/7
5/2-5/6

Commencement (Fri)
5/14
5/13

*Held Monday afternoon. Monday 12:30, 2, 3:30pm classes rescheduled to Wednesday afternoon.

