STUDY SKILLS SUGGESTIONS

QUANTITATIVE COURSES
YOU AS A STUDENT

1.
Put aside the idea that getting an A in a statistics class will immediately have your friends calling you a “geek”.  You are still you, and letting friends set the standards for your performance in courses is not a plan for success.
2.
When you took math or science courses in high school, the classes met every day.  Now your classes usually meet twice a week.  There is an expectation by the professor that you are reading the textbook and creating notes that will assist your learning.  Many students in your classes look at the syllabus and read the textbook section before class to become familiar with unusual terms, formulas, and concepts.  The professor might be talking and writing on the board during class, and if you are already familiar with some of the material you would be more comfortable asking questions.
3.
Don’t miss class sessions!!   Enough said
4.
Asking for help, both from the professor in office hours and from a tutor in the Tutoring Center, usually will do wonders for your understanding of the course material.  The semester goes very quickly, and the material in math or science courses often builds upon the content of past class sessions, so having questions clarified early helps future progress in the course.
TESTS
1.
A few days before you begin to study for a test, copy some problems from each section that the test will cover, make a small notation on the back of the sheet about where to find the solution, cut the problems up into individual questions, and drop them all in a box or small bowl.  When you are studying, pull out a problem at random; this is often how the problems will appear on the test, not in the order that the textbook has listed them.

2.
When studying for a test, don’t just read over previously-completed problems done by yourself or the professor.  Actually attempt the problem without looking at the solution.

3.
If you have finished a test and are checking for errors, you will often not pick up errors by “proofreading”.  Choose a few problems that are either worth more points, or quick to check, and actually redo the problem on scrap paper.  In this way, you are looking at the problem as if it were a new problem.
