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Goal

To bring awareness to the increasing imprisonment rates and illustrate how significant
the differences are amongst inmates who receive an education while incarcerated
versus those who do not.  Additionally, we aim to build a library for prisoners that will
provide educational resources and opportunities to facilitate their transition back into
society.

Rationale

Rather than focusing on a punishment based system, where inmates are simply kept
behind bars until their time is served, prison systems should be transformed into a
center for rehabilitation. With poverty rates increasing exponentially, people find it
necessary to result to crime, such as theft or high drug abuse, to work within the system
presented to them. By educating the prisoners behind bars, their chances of obtaining
employment post release increases, as do their chances of gaining more capital.
Additionally, these programs can assist with overcoming domestic violence issues,
developing literacy, and improve healthcare. The statistics speak for themselves;
Americans simply have to start speaking out and advocating for what is just.

Al t ainsmise wonten with the courage to break free from the chains

of limiting belief patterns and societal or religious conditioning that have

traditionally kept women suppressed and unable to see their true beauty
and power . 0

Objectives/Process

1 Reach out to as many institutions as possible, consisting of delivering letters to
the following with a goal of obtaining book donations for the library:
0 Libraries
o Schools
o Book Donation companies
0 TCNJ Students and Faculty.
1 Raise funds to purchase supplies for the library:
o Canning
0 Bake Sale
0 Movie Night
0 Award contest



1 Bring campus awareness to the issue:
0 Tabling at the Student Center
o Distribution of bookmarks
o Distribution of buttons
1 Assemble the library at the Bo Robinson Center:
o0 Sort books according to genre
0 Assemble bookshelves
o Establish a book-check out system
0 Include resource book for the inmates
1 Establish a writing reflection program
o Give inmates writing prompts to reflect on their reading
o Ensure that the inmates are making connections with the literature

Division of Tasks

The W.I.L.L. Capstone class was divided into four committees, each responsible for
executing individual tasks to make this activism project successful.

Book Collection and Communication
Publicity and Advocacy

Fundraising and Materials
Resource Book

O ©0 O o



Resource Book Committee

Responsibilities and Goals

The Resource Book Committee will compile a resource book to be included in the
prison library we are constructing. The book will contain information on topics which
affect a large population of the prison community. Some ideas of possible topics are:
domestic violence, poverty, unemployment, motherhood, health care, and substance
abuse. This booklet will help prisoners in finding information they may not have easy

access to in a very convenient way which will give them the opportunity to access some
of the resources and support they need in order to better their lives.

Six Week Plan for Resource Book Committee

Week 1: March 19

Class:
- Figure out topics that will be included in the resource book.

* (Some ideas: domestic violence, poverty, unemployment, motherhood, health care,
substance abuse)
- Divide the topics amongst the group members.

Homework:
- Start to look up your topics (what falls under that topic, organizations,
and resources)

Week 2: March 26

Class:

- Talk about what information you have found regarding your topics and share
any other information you found that would be helpful for another topic.

- Talk about resources you have come across and see what other resource your
group members know of that you can research.

Homework:

- Compile a list of all of the resources you have found for each topic, their contact
information, and what exactly that resource offers.

- Think about and start to research what falls into your topic (ex. domestic
violence- physical, verbal, etc.)



Week 3: April 4

Class:

- Share resource lists.

- Talk about what each person thinks falls under each topic.

- Share what you have found regarding what your topic consists of and discuss
with the group anything that you may be missing.

Homework:
-Write out the AWhat drosighlywhatgourdgapicis.)i on. ( Def i
-Combine the AWhat i s iion®bepesediedindmlour ce i nf

format of resource book page.
Week 4: April 9

Class:

- Look over all group members final layouts of information to be included

in resource booklet and discuss how you will go about editing so every page is
edited by at least two other group members.

- Discuss how edited pages will be handed off to the next group member so
everyone is able to complete their part in a timely manner.

- Set deadline for first and second edit to be completed by.

Homework:
- Edit at least two other group members resource book pages.

Week 5: April 16

Class:
- As a group do a final edit of all pages to be included in resource book.
- Delegate responsibilities:
- Who will put all pages into the same format?
- Who will print the resource book?
- Who will laminate the pages?
- Who will get the book bound?
-Set deadlines for each group member s ¢
- Discuss how it will be passed from one person to the next so everyone is

able to complete their duty by the assigned deadline.
Homework:
- Complete whatever you were responsible for by the assigned deadline.

- Make sure you are giving off your completed part to the next group

member so they are able to complete their responsibility on time.



Week 6: April 23

Class:
- Look over your completed resource book and turn in to the book

collection group.

Homework:

- Help to construct an amazing library for those who need opportunities
and resources so desperately and see all your hard work pay off!
- Help finalize the class handbook to show off our amazing work and give others
the information they need to make a difference in the lives of others!

*Each page of the resource book will have a t
a resource section which will include contact information and a description of what that
resource has to offer.



Book Collection and Communication Committee

Responsibilities and Goals

The Book Collection and Communication Commit't
books and periodicals from various sources. Possible locations were books will be
collected include: libraries, public schools, book stores, and garage sales. This
committee is also responsible for locating and requesting materials from various
organizations that provide books for prisoners like Books through Bars, Books for
Prisoners, and the Prison Library Project. Additional outreach includes requesting books
from fellow classmates through email and class announcements. The second main
function of this group is to maintain appropriate communication with the administrators
at our project site and to serve as liaisons for the other three class committees. Each
liaison will work with their assigned group to answer any questions, help solve any
problems, and make sure the committee is on track. Lastly, this committee will design a
workshop to train a few inmates on how to maintain the library once it is completed.

Six Week Plan for Book Collection and Communication Committee
Week 1: March 19

Class:

Book Collection

- Compile a list of specific names of places that can provide books

- i.e. Public libraries, schools, book stores, personal friends and family, classes
- Assign each individual places to reach out to from above

- Create a letter requesting books

- Addressed to organizations that donate books to prisoners

- Create a flier for local public schools requesting books

Liaisons

- Discuss liaison roles and assign each member to another committee to allow for

interaction between groups
- Visit each group at the end of class and discuss progress, problems, etc
- Create proposal for correctional center and provide center with timeline

of when library should be constructed

Homework:
- Search for addresses for organizations that donate books to
prisoners
- Search for additional places to obtain books
- Each member reach out to at least two different potential



book providers

- Type up and edit general letter for various organizations
that donate books

- Type up flier for local public schools requesting books

- Contact schools for a meeting to discuss book drive

- Send the proposal to the correctional center

- Contact correctional center and require any appropriate

paper required for volunteers for when we construct the

library

Week 2: March 26

Class:
Book Collection
- Discuss progress of book collection
- Discuss additional sources for book collection
- i.e. Video stores, on-line (ABE books), Goodwill Store, garage
sales
- Decide who will house books
- Assign each member to reach out to new locations that donate books
- Approve the flier and letter for various organizations
- Create survey asking inmates why types of books, magazines, etc they
enjoy reading
- GED books, workbooks, mysteries, romance, etc
Liaisons
- Visit each group at the end of class and discuss progress, problems, etc
- Discuss potential of prisoners writing letters for additional books

Homework:
- Mail out letter to book providers
- Visit local schools to request a book drive in their school
- Reach out to additional locations that may provide books
- Deliver survey to correctional center and provide list of organizations
prisoners can write to if desire additional books for their library
- May want to provide paper, envelopes, stamps, etc

Week 3: April 4

Class:
Book Collection
- Discuss progress of book collection
- Decide if additional outreach is necessary
- Begin planning how the books will be organized
- Organize workshop that will be held after the library is created to allow
certain inmates the responsibility of maintaining the library
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Liaisons
- Visit each group at the end of class and discuss progress, problems, etc
- Report progress of book collection and ask for suggestions
- Request some type of report due next week of overall progress
- Discuss available date and time individuals can meet to construct the
library

Homework:
- Pick up survey from correctional center
- Pick up books from libraries, garage sales, etc
- Reach out to more book sources
- Families, friends, email classes
- Contact correctional center
- See when workshop can be held and if they have particular
individuals in mind that can be responsible for maintaining the library
- Finalize a date for library construction

Week 4: April 9

Class:
Book Collection
- Discuss progress of book collection
- Decide if additional outreach is necessary
- Continue planning how the books will be organized
- Finalize workshop details
- Plan on writing special thanks for each groups hard work
Liaisons
- Visit each group at the end of class and discuss progress, problems, etc
- Report progress of book collection and ask for suggestions
- Provide fundraising group with survey of requested reading and writing
material
- Request materials from fundraising group for organization of library
books
- Colored tape to organize and label type of book i.e. Black for
mystery, red for romance, blue for comedy, etc
- Request each group have a 10minute presentation on their progress and
vision
Homework:
- Crunch time with book collections
- Begin organizing books

Week 5: April 16

Class:
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Book Collection
- Discuss progress of book collection
- Review workshop plan
- Present to class ideas for library set up with the fundraising committee
and provide open discuss for improvements, changes, etc
Liaisons
- Visit each group at the end of class and discuss progress, problems, etc
- Discuss with the fundraising group the layout of the library
- Report progress of book collection and ask for suggestions

Homework:
- Pick up books from local schools
- Collect any additional sources
- Organize books
- Contact correctional center to update them on our progress

Week 6: April 23

Class:

Book Collection
- Final suggestions for book collection

Liaisons
- Plan with class library construction and workshop volunteers
- Combine all resources from the four committees of past work
- Hand out thank you cards for each committee

Homework:
- Construct the best library any one has ever seen
- Finalize handbook

Relevant Laws/Regulations

General procedure for entering the correctional center:
- One cannot bring or wear anything that contains metal or may be construed as
a weapon.
- One should only have theirdr i ver 6s | i cense with them as

Appropriate dress when present in the correctional center:

- No coats, provocative clothing, hoodies, shirts with buttons or zippers, or open
toed shoes. A solid colored turtle neck that is not red or blue, black dress pants, and
flats are suitable.

- Minimize make-up and jewelry.
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Publicity and Advocacy Committee

Responsibilities and Goals

The Publicity and Advocacy Committee seeks to publicize the mission, purpose, goals,

and tasks of the project, especially its book drive; to urge others, including peers, family

members, friends, and educational and community resources to contribute resources to

the project and provide input on its progress and development; to inform the community

about the activities of the Capstone class in relation to the overall mission; to establish

events geared towards publicity and knowledge of the project mission, including movie
nights, STUD tabling, and speaker platforms; to cast the project in a creative and
positive light, as through the production of murals; and to help and work with other

committees to deliver books and supplies to the center.

Six Week Plan for Publicity and Advocacy Committee
Week 1: March 19

Class:
- Develop newspaper ads for The Signal (campus), Ewing Observer (local), The
Times, The Trentonian, and the Trenton Downtowner (Trenton)
- Contact newspapers-ask for contact and pay information, deadlines, and
publication dates
- Send ads to newspapers, ask for follow-up
- Contact local bookstores and community centers to establish semi-permanent
book drop box
- Establish email account

Homework:
- Collect boxes for book drop box
- Collect books

Week 2: March 26

Class:
- Decorate box for book-drop box
- Develop web-site for project
- Email professors, heads of department faculty, SOCS lists and friends,
campus organizations (LDP, WILL, etc.)
- Email WILL e-board to ask members to bring in books, etc. to next
general body meeting
- Set date for movie night, vote on possible movies:
- Brokedown Palace (1999, w/Claire Danes)
- Cuffed (directed by Joylynn Holder,
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http://userpages.umbc.edu/~korenman/wmst/prison.html)
- What | Want My Words to Do to You
- WMM collection
- Freedom Road (directed by Lorna Johnson; contact Janet Gray
at TCNJ)
- Troop 1500: Girl Scouts Beyond Bars
http://www.wmm.com/filmcatalog/pages/c659.shtml
- 900 Women http://www.wmm.com/filmcatalog/pages/c521.shtml
- Blind Spot: Murder by Women
http://www.wmm.com/filmcatalog/pages/c520.shtml
- Women in Struggle
http://www.wmm.com/filmcatalog/pages/c677.shtml
- Bridging the Gap: A Writing Workshop
- Cruel and Unusual http://www.cruelandunusualfilm.com/ (about
transgender woman in prison)
- Girl Trouble (New Day Films, 1994) (about girls in San
Francisco juvenile justice system)
- When the Bough Breaks: Children of Women in Prison
http://www.filmakers.com/indivs/When_the Bough Breaks children

.htm (about incarcerated women who are mothers)
- Released http://pzacad.pitzer.edu/~ajuhasz/released/index.htm

(directed by Alexandra Juhasz)

Homework:
- STUD tabling
- Check boxes
- Collect books

Week 3: April 2

Class:

- Develop flyers to post in TCNJ buildings and in local community
(libraries, major department stores, convenience stores)

- Develop table tents to set up in TCNJ eating areas

- Develop posters to hang upon around TCNJ and in local community
(outside libraries, major departments stores, convenience stores)

- Obtain approval for flyers and table tents and hang up

- Email WILL e-board again to remind members to bring in books, etc.

to next general body meeting

- Contact prison, set date and venue for speaker from prison (and then

email WILL list, classes, friends, organizations)

Homework:
- STUD tabling
- Check boxes
- Collect books


http://userpages.umbc.edu/~korenman/wmst/prison.html
http://www.wmm.com/filmcatalog/pages/c659.shtml
http://www.wmm.com/filmcatalog/pages/c521.shtml
http://www.wmm.com/filmcatalog/pages/c520.shtml
http://www.wmm.com/filmcatalog/pages/c677.shtml
http://www.cruelandunusualfilm.com/
http://www.filmakers.com/indivs/When_the_Bough_Breaks_children.htm
http://www.filmakers.com/indivs/When_the_Bough_Breaks_children.htm
http://pzacad.pitzer.edu/~ajuhasz/released/index.htm
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**WILL GENERAL BODY MEETING Sunday, April 5: table for books, speak to WILL
about project and what WILL members can do (contacts, bring in books/furniture/media)

Week 4: April 9

Class:
- Write letters to and call book stores and libraries for book donations, toy
stores for toy donations, and electronics stores for radio/music/media
donations
- Develop concept for mural for prison and TCNJ

Homework:
- STUD tabling
- Check boxes
- Collect books
- Bring in materials for mural for next class

Week 5: April 16

Class:
- Execute mural concept

Homework:
- STUD tabling
- Check boxes
- Collect books

Week 6: April 23

Class:
- Deliver books to center

Relevant Laws/Regulations
Campus Level (http://www.tcnj.edu/~stuactiv/posting.php)

POSTING, DUPLICATING, BANNER, CHALKING, MAILBOX STUFFER, and TABLE

TENT GUIDELINES
- Obtain approval from Office of Student Activities and Leadership Development
-Materials to be posted must adhere to TCNJ
discrimination; may not make any reference to alcohol; must include name of

sponsor(s)

WHO MAY APPROVE MATERIALS FOR POSTING, BANNERS, TABLE TENTS
OR CHALKING?
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Procedure for Approval to Post Materials:
- Complete a Posting and Duplicating Request Form
- Attach to form and place in basket marked, "Posting."
- Needs stamp "Approved for Posting"

Procedure to have "Approved for Posting" Materials duplicated:
- Indicate on Posting and Duplicating Request Form at
- Pay cash in advance prior to having copies produced

Posting of Materials Guidelines:
- Only on designated bulletin boards (tacks/staples)
- Expiration date by which they must be removed
- Only 1 approved item per event may be posted on any single bulletin board
- May not be larger than 22" x 28".

Mailbox Stuffer Approval and Guidelines:
- Must be approved for posting and stamped similar to materials to be posted.
- Mailbox stuffers exclusively for distribution to faculty and professional or

graduate staff currently do not have to be approved for posting by the Office of
Student Activities and Leadership Development.
- Posting and Duplicating Request Form should be used for approval of mailbox

stuffers

- Language and information on mailbox stuffers must comply with the same content
requirements required of all items approved by the Office of Student Activities

and Leadership Development

- Expiration date

- May not be larger than 8.5" by 11" BUT multiple sheets of paper may be stapled
together.

- No more than 1 mailbox stuffer design will be approved per program.

Table Tent Approval and Guidelines:
- Must be approved for posting and stamped similar to materials to be posted.
- Language and information on table tents must comply with the same content
requirements required of all items approved by the Office of Student Activities

and Leadership Development.

- Expiration date

- May not be larger than 8.5" per side or 8.5" high

- Must be free standing.

- No more than 1 table tent may be placed on any 1 table.

- Allowed only in the Food Court in the Brower Student Center and dining halls in
Eickhoff Hall and Travers/Wolfe Halls

Banner Approval and Guidelines:
- Must be approved by Office of Student Activities and Leadership Development.
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- Banner Display Request Form
- Banner should be brought directly to the Office of Student Activities and

Leadership Development
- Language and information on banners must comply with the same content

requirements required of all items approved by the Office of Student Activities
and Leadership Development.
- Permission to hang banners will be granted for seven days, on a first come, first
served basis.
- Only 1 banner per student organization, office or department will be approved
per event.
- Eligible to reserve banner space up to 4 times per semester, including
consecutive weeks, however, different banners must be used each week
advertising different programs

- May only be hung in the Brower Student Center

- Must be hung only with string, absolutely no tape may be used

- May not cover vents, or hang below the black door sensors above the

sliding glass doors.

- May not exceed size of dimensions of a twin bed sheet (66 inches x 96

inches).

- May not weigh more than three pounds.

- May not have liquids, batteries, sharp objects or heavy objects attached.

- Must be removed immediately after the date of the event for which they
are hung.

Sidewalk Chalking Approval and Guidelines:

- Must be approved by the Office of Student Activities and Leadership

Development.
- Limit of 2 sidewalk chalking requests will be permitted each week
- Sidewalk Chalking Request Form must be completed and placed in the basket

marked, "Sidewalk Chalking Requests."
- Language and information on sidewalk chalking must comply with the same
content requirements required of all items approved by the Office of Campus
Activities.

- Only sidewalks approved on each form may be chalked

- Only water soluble chalk allowed.
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Fundraising Committee Six Weeks Plan

Responsibilities and Goals

The fundraising committee has two goals. The first is to host fundraising events. The
second is to purchase any necessary furniture for the library (bookshelves, chairs,
tables, etc.). It is important to note that this committee will not only raise funds but must
also research companies that are willing to donate furniture for the library. Hence, a
letter writing campaign must be initiated immediately. Additionally, this committee must
think creatively, and successfully plan and host 4 fundraising events (2-3 should be
major events. In other words, these events may require the most planning and should
yield the most funds). Also, the committee must also think of ways to design the library
on a dime. Based on how much funds are left over after purchasing items and how
many pieces of furniture are received via donations or at a discount, it is up to this
committee to assess how they want to use some of the remaining funds to decorate the
|l ibrary, so thatoés itdéos a cozy and inviting p
that there will be magazine subscriptions and funds needed for unforeseen
circumstances; therefore, not all of the remaining funds can be used for decorating.
Lastly, not only do you have macro-goals (fundraise and purchase) but you also have a
specific goal of fundraising $500. Finally, this group needs a treasurer and someone
who can report back to the class on a weekly
secretary).

Goal 1:Fundraise Goal 2 Purchase
and seek donations and decorate

v

Six Week Plan for Fundraising Committee

Week 1: March 19

Class:
- Brainstorm week!
-Think of different fundraising events (major and minor ones). An
example includes a Pie-Me-In-The-Face event. This can be
very be successful, if the right people are there (i.e. freshmen,
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professors, CAs, HAs, etc.)
- Also, think of places where you can get free or discounted furniture
( Cr slisg Goodwill, etc.).
- In order to successfully achieve next we e k 6 s
assignments, some assignments should be split amongst the groupd
decide how it should be divided.

Homework:

- Additionally, 2-3 individuals need to work together to create a generic letter to

send to companies for donations. These individuals should be willing to not only

call companies to build a relationship, but should also meet with as many

managers in person to share the goal of the project.

- Your first fundraising event is fairly simpled ask every classmate, including

yourselves, to bring $5.00 for the following class. If there are 30 students in the

class that means that yoonfbdusedfarve $150, wh

purchasing but primarily as your initial capital to reinvest for fundraising events
(i.e. whip cream and plates for a Pie-Me-In-The-Face event).

-Lastly, the secretary or someone else needs to keep track of who brings in the
$5 and whdoyouwarst ® make sure you receive $5.00 from everyone.

Week 2: March 26

Class:
- Brainstorming should be continued and planning and finalization should

be happening.

Homework:
- The generic fundraising letter from the 2-3 individuals.
- A minimum of 5 researched organizations that are willing to potentially

donate.

- A minimum of 1 fundraising event should be scheduled for the following
week (excluding collecting funds from classmates). Additionally, 2-3
fundraising events should be in the final stages of planning.

Weeks 3 & 4: April 2 & April 9

Class:
- Brainstorming for how to decorate the library should be underway.
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Homework:
- A fundraising event should have launched during week 3.
- By week 4, there should be a fundraising event(s).

Week 5: April 16

Class:
- Treasurer needs to report on how much has been raised.
- Secretary needs to report on how many potential or received pieces of

furniture we have.
- Based on the amount of funds and items received (or will be received), a

group of designers must be created.

Homework:
-Designersd Assignment :
- Draw how you want to design the roomd similar to an architect and
interior designerd and make sure that the furniture can fit in the room (get
measurements).
- Purchase any necessary furniture and/or accessories for the library.

***A fundraising event(s) should be happening in week 5.
Week 6: April 23

Class:
-Delivering goods and setting up!
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Minutes (What was established during class meeting times)

In efforts to ensure that we stayed focused and on task with thedliamteunt of time we had to

work with, one person in each committee was designated as the secretary to record all progress
that had been made up to a certain date. Moreover, that secretary would record all goals that
were to be met by certain deadlineshafollows is a brief description of the gradual
progressiorupto the final product.

Resource Book Committédinutes

3/19, Week 1: The Resource Book group decided what topics will be included in the book as
well as discussed goals. 4 topics are:

Nicole - Substance abuse (drugs/alcohol)
CassandraGovernment assistance

Kari - Domestic abuse/Sexual assault
Anastasia Health care/Parenting

3/26: We discussed mainly about researching stats on our topics and compiling them (and
sending them to one grompember). This was for the purpose of using the statistics to be the
focal point of our construction of the-fold for tabling (Prison Awareness Table) to briefly
inform the campus community briefly by passersvould stop, ook, and ask questions about
our project during the tabling hours. We met on Tuesday to construct-tokl tio be ready for
the first tabling on Thursday.

4/2: For next week we each will have our "What is it?" sections of the Resource Book
completed. This will be a definition olur topics and explaining them more thoroughly for the
prisoners' easy access and understanding of these important issues.
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Book Collection Minutes

March 19, 2009

1. Master list for Dr. Mims

- Questions from class for Dr. Mims
- Deadline by Sunday, 3/82class will send Caryn their questions

2. Contact listservs of different academic departments

- Call/email deans of different schools (culture and
society/science/nursing/music/engineering, etc)

3. Book check in/abck out system

- Index card for each inmate

- will write down name of book, date borrowed, date returned
4. Site visit

- Will ask Dr. Mims for three time windows when we can visit

5. Workshop on library maintenance
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- include info on the library and maintenance of library
- work with potential librarians
- who will do the workshop?
- when is the workshop?
- include checkin/checkout system
6. Email out thdncarceratedvebsite
- local group ppt.
- national group ppt.
- statistics*** VERY IMPORTANT for rest of class
7. Structure of class; schedule the class into blocks
- Example (not set in stone, let me know what ttunk!)
- 4:00-4:45= discussion of readings
- 4:455:15= meeting with committees
- 5:156:00= report back to class
8. Dates to email to chairs, deans, and students
- stat: April 1, end:April 15
- set up of boxes: 3/28/1
- flyer on the boxes (work with publicity?)
9. Boxes in the Student Center?
10. Boxes in residence halls?
11. Start sorting on 4/6
12. Have books in by 4/16

13. Contact Dr. Mimsbout installment in last two weeks of April



23

14. 4/9 bookshelves in place at Bo Robinson

April 2, 2009

1. Book organizing at Michelle C.0s house, Sa
- Preliminary separation into genres

- If we have the paper punch by then, wd aii$o begin to attach colmoded labels on books.

2 . Book organizing at Megman B.06s house, Wedne
- As more books come in, &rganizing date will be 4/14 after 5 pm, and 4/153%m.

3. Mi chell e C. 6s ho k¥neaterials &Btr i fnugl Ib ocokpsa ctiot yMefgoa
4. Book collection in academic buildings are still on.

5. Tours with Dr. Mims and Dr. Walkins scheduled for 10 a.m. on 4/15 and 4/16. Please bring
guestions for Dr. Mims and Dr. Walkins if you have any.

-BoRd i n s o n 0 s377AdterpriseAgenue, Trenton, NJ 08638 (~12minutes)
- Leave bags and cell phones at home/in the car.

6. Surveys will be picked up on 4/15.
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Fundraising Group Minutes

March 19, 2009

Today we brainstormed different fundraising idead dates. This is what we decided upon:

Canning at Pennington Market and Stop and Shop

-Emily will check with Pennington Market and Megan will check with Stop and Shop to see if
we can do canning in front of their establishments on Marthi2arch 24", April 4" and April
5",

-We will have people sign up for the following time slots for each day,8.012, and 12.
-We will need to get clear cans, and make posters.
-Our goal is to make $200 in total.

-A signrup sheet will go around the classlay so people can be signed up and ready to go
should the places we picked say fiYeso.

UPDATE: We were not able to do canning at Pennington Market of Stop and Shop, due to the
fact that there were already organizations canning in those locationssantbalay.

Mamma Fl orabés Fundrai ser

-Dana and Julie will go to Mamma Fl orads after
raiser night on April 2, 2009.

UPDATE: Dana and Julie talked to Gary and he said that Ai#l be fine. The fundraier

will run from 59 p m. Gary said t He of wmdryaiasnedr wvil Il | akpe |
who comes to eat there between 5 and 9. We will get a percentage off each meal depending on

what it is. For example, a small pizza would be $1, a larga pvpuld be $2 and an individual

meal would be $3. A Facebook group needs to be made in order to get as many people as

possible to eat there between those hours.
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Bake Sale

-In order to hold a bake sale, we need to get in contactSeidexhao see if here will donate
cupcakes and cookies.

-Rachel will try to get in contact witBodexho

UPDATE: Rachel went t8odexhdout no one was available to talk with. DJ said he has
connections with a man that works with them and he will talk to them to se¢h&liatan do for
us.

Movie Night

-We want to charge $1 at the door for the movie night the advocacy group is holding. We will
charge $2 at the door if someone wants popcorn as well.

-Our goal is to make $5$100 from this movie night

March 26, 2009

Fundraising Group Notes

We discussed that we need to go shopping for bookcases and other furniture for the library at
thrift stores and dollar stores.

1 ContactSodexhahrough email or telephone and ask about a bake sale. We will need to
know the cost oft and if we can get a donation from them.

1 For movie night people will be charged $1 to get in and $2 to get popcorn. We will buy
popcorn and cups in bulk from Costco.

1 Contact other restaurants for another fundraising night like: Olive Garden, Cheeburger
Cheeburger, and Chevyobs.

1 Contact Starbucks about canning on Apfilahd 3"

Supplies Needed for Project:

1 Red paperfor flyers
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Red cardstockfor bookmarks
Color tape for labeling books
Binder for making Card Catalog
Pens for Tabling
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Publicity/Advoca&y Committee Minutes

March 5"

Movie Night Event

- Suggested 1% or book donation at the door

- Venue: 1st choice library auditorium

- Time period: first two weeks of Apr

- Will need to make flyers,&€ebook group, banner?, get onto This Week at TCNJ
- Movie - "Freedom Road* Lorna Johnsonr contact through Mary Lynn

Signal Article

-Topic- Prison's / Literature / Education + Recidivism?
- Can we get the homepage spotlight to feature our project? Who do we contact? Matt Winkle?

April 5th - General Bdy WILL meeting

- Present to about the project
- Contact listserve ahead of time to bring donations to presentation

What we need... or need to do...

- Book collection / drop off locations from book collectors committee

- Official contact info from book diectors committee

- Time's / Dates / information from other groups who want publications made
- at least 1 week of advance notice to create publication

- establish the process for approval of flyers / banners / etc.

- To pick a committee scribe...

March 19"

Movie Night & Panel

- We want to hold a panel event and movie night
- Davey will make flyers for the movie night
- Nora will make flyers for the panel
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Tabling & Banner in the Stud

- Tabling in the student center with information to raise awarenes

- Aim tabling to be for Thursdays in April (April"2, 9", & 16™); basically once a week from
11:3071 2:00pm

- Nancy will reserve the table

- Resource group is going to create materials for the table in thé attrdfold, handouts,
petition to sig

- Create a banner in the stud for the week of Apfi(i2 time for the first week of tabling)

- Nora will reserve the banner

Other News

- Melissa will make flyers for the book drivésve need information from the book collection
group so we know wire to put the locations

- Nancy is going to email the WGS faculty about placing boxes and getting books

March 26"

Banner & Tabling

1 This past Sunday Davey and | made a banner for the capstone that will be in the Stud this
week, check it out!

1 Tabling n the Stud will be going on Thursdays, April 2nd, April 9thAg&ril 16th from
11lam- 2pm; | will send out email reminders each week to all the people that signed up

1 At the table we want to have the following materials: trifold poster, bookmarks, pins,
petition to signal, and a bookcase with books as a visual

Movie Night

T We are working on the date for the film screening, which will most likely now take place
in the Studflyers are done but just need the date and location

Panel

1 We also are working on detg a date for the panel discussiave hope to have Dr.
Tarter, Dr. Mims, and a student who works in prisaith Dr. Tarter

1 The panel will run as follows: introduce our project, panelists will give their background
& relevant information, then we wilave a Q&A (we will also assign someone to be a
moderator)

T Nora is currently working on the flyer for the panel, and once we have the dates and
panelists we will start getting it approved
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April 2"

Panel

- Dr. Tarter is available Wednesday April 22nd

- Dr. Mims is only available to come April 29thMay 1st but unfortunately these
dates will not work

- Our possibilities are 1) ask Dr. Mims if she has any other possible times 2) just
have Dr. Tarter and two students

- Regardless, we are most likely going make the panel the week of April 22nd,
sometime during the day

- Michelle C. will be moderator and present tRewerPoint

- We want to have a shoRowerPointprepared about our projecthis needs to be
emailed to the publicity group the week befokpril 22nd so we can approve it

Movie Night

- Lorna got back to us with the date April 16th

- We are reserving the student center for April 16th, from 7:30@m0pm (movie

is only about 35mins) this is right after class so everyone should come!

- We have to put in a request for the media equipment and for seating changes

- Davey will edit the flyer and get it approved when the date and time are finalized
- We hope to have the flyers finished and in the Wldaiffice so everyone can pick
them up and digsibute them to different buildings

- We are going to ask Sodexho for cupcakes to sell during the movie as a
fundraiser

Signal Article

- Davey and Clarissa are going to work on the signal article

- It is 300 words, a brief description of the capstonéatvwe are doing and why it
is important

- The article has to be submitted this Friday by 12:00pm to be in the following
Wednesday issue

Other news

- Clarissa has drafted a 'Thank you' letter for everyone who has helped with book
donations/other resourse

- Buttons have arrived and they look fabulous! They will be at the next tabling
event in the Stud this Thursday
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Minutes 4/9
Panel

- Date: Wed. April 22nd

- Time: 2:00pm3:00pm

- Location: Student Center 211

- Panelists: Thus far we have Dr. Tarter,tadent, and Charles Peters who is a
counselorfor the juvenile center.

- Each group iggoing to prepare a couple of slides

- As a class we will come up with questions to ask panelists

- Nora will complete the flyers so we can distribute them ASAP as asclas

- We may possibly attempt to get-sponsorship to increase attendance/awareness

Movie Night

- DJ has been trying to secure a date in the stud but we have been facing some
difficulty

- Projected date: April 16th, 7:38:30

- Need to get flyers approveand distributed ASAP

Signal Article
- Clarissa and Davey wrote the article

- Explains what the class has been doing, why we are doing the project, some
stats, and information about our table in the stud
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CLASS REFLECTIONS

Melissa Agosto

4 ¢ KS [prag®amh tha t participated in has changed my views and feelings towards Women
in the Prison SystenBefore going into the project | had minimal knowledge about the prison
system, none the less about women in the prisbimcough the knowledge obtain inynsenior
capstone class, i was able to gain a greater insight to understand the inequality women have
even in the prison system. It is very rewarding to be able to contribute knowledge and hope to

women in the prison system through literatut@. construting the library at Bo Robinson i feel

that the class has given women the opportunity to explore and learn so many things by
educating themselved.am truly grateful to have participated in the WGS/W.I.L.L. Senior
[ 11LAG2YS t NRP2SO0GZ [ d9 d! dt HE

Megan Burns

a!'G FANRG L ¢l a KSaAadlryd Foz2dzi GKS LINRB2SOOGT L«
from those who did not understand why we would want to reach out to people that most of
society seemed to have given up @ut over the past weeks working deeate the library, |
have been met with a lot of support from the community and found it easy to convince people
that this was a good causdt made me feel good to know that | was part of a worthwhile
project and people would be willing to help oreddt accept what we wanted to déVhen |
finally saw the library come together and got to see the reactions on the women's faces | knew
that what we had accomplished would affect many of the women's lives and | hope that our
work will continue to enhandfie knowledge and level of education of the women at Bo
w20Ayazy ®dé

Cassandra Castellano

GLY AYLIX SYSydAy3a (GKS [9!'t LINBANIY L o0StASOS 2dzN
within the correctional systetiat had been unheard or ignored. On diust day of library
construction within the Bo Robinson Facility, two men, who were helping us move boxes, told our
team of classmates how much they appreciated being spoken to like human beings; how much
they valued our interactions with them. This wasaaverful experience, for not only our class,
but for the women and men whose lives we have touched, and for the women and men who
have touched our lives in return. The library may exist for the years to come, but the knowledge
the individuals will acquireill exist for all of posterity.
WLT &2dz KIS o6dzAf i OFadtsSa Ay GKS FANE @&2dzNJ 62 NJ
Lldzi G KS F2dzy REIGSKY2NE doylREBANR  (CKKS2YNIRD): dzé
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Erin Collins

GCNRY (G(KS 06S3IAYYAYy3 tring T B taydRor anKgedon tddhiev8what 61 a Ay
we did on their own...with the help of so many we accomplished something so much greater
than | ever thought, we didn't just build a library, we gave these men and women a chance...to
indulge themselves intzook and to escape to far off lands, reach new spiritual levels, and most
AYLRNILFyGEte FYoAGAZ2Y (2 €SIFENY GKS dzy

Michelle Cornacchia

G9OSNE SELISNASYOS FNRY f10StAy3a || o0AfftAZ2Yy 0221
my basement to speakgwith Orlando at Bo Robinson about how when he gets out he is going
to make up all the time he missed with his children by spending that time with his grandchildren
to the panel today where Mr. Watkins said that he has to fight off the women from gding in
the library because its the most popular place to be how has warmed my heart and strengthened
gAtf D€

ax

Anastasia DePaz

G¢KS O2NB 2F Yé 2D{ SELISNARSYOS A&Thd"@Hemy"Ay 3 G2 N
of prisoners is a grave injustice in @aciety. This experience allowed me to be in solidarity with
iKS ySSRa FyR tA0Sa 2F 62YSy Ay LINRAazy GKI

Clarissa Espinoza

GC2dzNJ @SFNAR 32 L yYSOSNI AYFIAYSR Y& fAFS g2dzZ R
imagined that ny passion in life would be what it is today or that | could even be consider an
activist. Throughout my four years in W.I.L.L and my many encounters with WGS professors |
have come to realize that this is my calling in life. The capstone and our class pasje given
me the assurance | needed to continue the path that | have chosen. Ironically | have an obsession
with women in prison. Throughout the TCNJ years | have research methods and have tried to
create a method of helping women in the system ariddpéhe guidance they need. | was so
glad to see that we choose this project because it makes me feel like we are making a difference
in the lives of these women. These women in the center will now have a voice through the
literature we have given themam so proud of our hard work and look forward to continue on
0KS LI GK 2F FttSOAFGSR (KS LI Aya 2F (K

Dana Grandell

At the beginning of this project, | was not sure of what to exp€here was so much to be done
and so little time in which todlit. However, after we started collecting books and other items
for our library, everything started to come togeth&khen we finally got into BRobinson to

put our library together, everything flowed nicely; construction was done in a timely matter, a

the vacant room we were given to work with was transformed into a comfortable, beautiful
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library! While moving the last of the books into the library, a bunch of women inmates passed
by. Many of them thanked us and told us what a great job we weregdditnat moment made
this project mean so more to méwas able to see how much what we were doing meant to the
people thatwould bebenefiting from it. This has truly been a remarkable experience and one |
will look back on for as long as | live.

Yaltza Guerrere

AdWhen conducting research for this particular project, the statistics astounded me, but mainly,
left me feeling angered and in disbelief that our American society, which strives for equal
opportunity, failed to acknowledge the disparitieghi prison system. By starting this library,
W.I.L.L has taken a step in the right directianeducating these prisoners who desperately need
the resources to advance themselves. The process was an arduous one, but very well worth it.
W, 2dz FdedyR oR2KR2WB0 YdzOK (GKAA YSlIya (G2 dzaQs alF AR hNI
GKS I I dzZ GNYzO| @ CKIFIG FTt2yS YIRS GKAA LS

Michelle Hawkins

"Although the femal@risoners areonfined behind bars, the L.E.A.P project will give them keys
for inward freedom-the power of literacy. I'm proud of what we have done as a class because it
is a project that will impact the lives of many women both now and in the years to come."

Juliana Hendricksen

!0 GKS 6S3aAYYAYy3II L hispréjectSobt@asivbrired abouhdmiiweli KS A RS|
were going to get it all done in a short timelowever, with so many strongilled people in our
class, | knew that the end goal would be achiev@dce the books started pouring in, and we
were gathering more ntarials the project became redlhere was tension throughout the
process, but after construction and seeing the smiles and hearing the "thank you'"s, it was all
G2NIK GKS STF2NIHE

Rachel Holzapfel

G¢CKAA LINP2SO0 KIFI&a 06SSy d&dlzéhfanHonoNd g NRAY I SEL
work with this wonderful class on this amazing activism project. Building
a library for Bo Robinson was a great project and | learned so much about
the importance of education in the prison system. Hopefully this library
will change soméves and educate people in need in order to lower the
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rate of recidivism and to help people rehabilitate and reshape their
f AQSaoé

Stephanie Iwanicki

G¢KAA LINRP2SOG KF-a 0SSy | SEOAGAY3I |yR Syezelots$
research to reach the engoal. Itis truly gratifying to create a library for these women, work
with people who are passionate about the cause, solve problems, see benefits, and know we

A LA 2 A

SIFOK KIFIR I KFEYR Ay (GKSY (2 ONBIUBTE2YSNROEEIDE K

Emily Juricek

"l believe that activism has two components: theoretical education and practical
implementation. In the classroom, we are able to educate ourselves on theories about
oppression and injustice but we are unable to physigalhjement practical steps towards
change. | believe our capstone is unique in that we were able to combine the theories we
learned about prison education and implement steps toward social change, as well as create
awareness for future generations abouetimportance of equal access to educational resources
for incarcerated people'

Amanda Merced

"This project has truly touched my heart. It didn't matter what ups and downs we faced in the
rollercoaster that was our LEAP project, it was the highlightyo§enior year. Building the
library, meeting the prisoners, seeing their excited reactions, and doing it all with my friends and
teammates is what made this a treasured memory."

Caryn Monta

G¢2 fSENY Fo2dzi 62YSyYy Ay LINEGhMarcérafe people®asAr Y LI OG
insightful and inspiring, but nothing prepared me for the powerful experience of actually
physically constructing the library. | felt humbled by the sense of teamwork and compassion, and
| am so thankful I've had the chancedtds |+ LJF NI 2F | aA2YSGKAy3 f A

Kari Osmond

G¢KAA /FLAG2yS Of I aa K INbrmally aiz8kspoke Badér, | lea2néd | 6 2 dzi
how to work with the others in my class, some who's leadership styles are quite the opposite.
Although thee were struggles, challenges, and disagreements, everything came together to
create something that was so much larger than oursel®g: class has not only given the
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resources and education to prisoners, we have given them hope asiaelbften our scety
casts off an entire population without any second thoudgBtr presence in this facilityas
aK2gy UGKFG ¢S Ol NBo¢
David Parziale

G¢KS Oflaa yR LINRP2SOG KlFa 2FFSNBR Ylyeé 2L NIdz
ranging from increasimawareness academically to the exploration and facilitation of teamwork
dynamics. It has been a great opportunity to take a step outside of a traditional classroom

setting by attempting to transform our knowledge into actual practice. Overall, | am foud
our accomplishment and the development of a Library for women residents at Bo Robinson. |
believe it will positively compliment the resources already offered and will add to a more holistic

F LILINEF OK 2F NBKFIOAfAGFGAZ2Y OSNBERdza Lldzy A & K
Nancy Sai

GL Y LINRBdzZR 2F 2dzNJ OF LJAd 2y S IwWeRtariédoSt withamN] ¢S | OK
idea to educate women in priscassimple idesand now we have provided over 1,000 books to
the Bo Robinson CenteWe kept our head high and we were altb show the entire campus

that with a little determination one can make a differenéey’ S Ol y YI 1S A{d KI LILIS

Nicole Taure

G¢KAA LINP2SOG KlFa 06SO2YS FdzZt OANDES FT2N YSo L
2005 (Spring semester) by paipating in the Wise Women prison program with Dr. Tarter,
typing the personal stories of the women of the Trenton Prison System (in the highest security
section, at that). For me, this was a chance to step outside of my comfort zone and befriend
someone Wwasinitially scared to help and learn about. | ended up taking great pride in putting
so much time and effort into my work for her and ended up being her pen pal! Currently, ending
my senior year at TCNJ of 2009 with the LEAP project for the womerBaf B@binson center
could not be a better way for me to make this full circle complete. What we are doing for these
women is so unigue, so powerful, so profound that | cannot even begin explain all that | am
feeling inside. | am so proud to be a part oftwionderful class, consisting of WILL women and
Education majors, who are all such azitay and dedicated women (and medaveyand DJ).
What an amazing way to end my time at TCNJ; for all of us to leave our footprint on our
community, on our country, arfgly’ 2 dzNJ ¢ 2 NI R®¢

Emily Urse

G AGSNX O Aa GKS 1S@& G2 Ylye R22NA |
feel that through the construction and implementation of our library
program, we have the opportunity to reach countless women and to
improve their lives through education. It is movindmow that
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through what we have accomplished as a class, we are giving women the
foundation toward growth and autonomy that will aid them upon reentry
AyiG2 GKS O02YYdzyAde o¢

Laura Valentino

Q)¢

L 0StASGS GKIG GKNRdAAK (Kéle[ 9 d! Pt
to fully understand what Women & Gender Studies and grassroots
activism is all about. | saw the theories that we learn about and want
so desperately to change start to be used in a practical manner. This
was the beginning of seeing how we can makifterence and actually
change the systems of oppression we read about. Through the creation
of the library at Bo Robinson as well as the awareness we raised both
on and off campus the goal behind the WGS program here at TCNJ really
came to life for me. Wike conducting the research for this project |
found the statistics to be shocking, especially those involving the
changes in recidivism rates when literary help was provided while they
were institutionalized. Knowing that by providing this library filled
with resources, we have provided countless women with opportunities to
better their lives and not give up hope, or find hope once aggin
2yS 2F (KS Y2zail Y20Ay3 SELISNASYyOS

NoraWentworth-

GThe process of building the library for the womammison has been an emotional rollercoaster,
though overall positive and rewarding. WGS 496 was full of diverse leaders, all with valid and
insightful, though differing, opinions, which forced me to personally grow as a leader and to be
able to effectivelyisten and progress the conversation and into action. | have learned an
incredible amount about myself, and, even more importantly, about the sexism, racism, and
classism that pervades the prison system. The injustices are vast and | hope that by theilding
library, we are making both a symbolic and tangible stance in solidarity with the incarcerated

SYA2N
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Empty room before starting our library!



W.I.L.L. packing up the boxes to be taken to Bo Robinson!
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We hawe packed ALL of the boxes into the UHaul! Off we go!



